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“ Regurding freedom sathe chiel interest of human aatare, &8 eanential to s iateBectual,
metsl, and religioas progress, we look on mea who have sgmnlized the -cives by thelr
hastifity to it, with an Indigastion et oses wbera and wrrewfol, which ne giare of saccesful
war, nod no-admiration of the crowd ean induce usto ssppress.”  p. 6,

“ Framcn not only subjected hereelfto & tyrant, bup wihat is worse, she has givan tyraony every
whers new pless and argumenty, &nd emboldened it to preach opesly, inthe face of boaven,
the implots doctrines of absolute power and unconditiosal submismbon.” p. 22,
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** While Wazhington's a watch-word, such as ne'er
Shall sink while there's an echo left to air:
Alas ! why must the same Atlantic ware,

Which wafted freedom gird o tyrant’s grave—
The king of kings, und yet of slaves the slave,
Who burst the chains of millions to renew
The very fetters which his srm broke through,
And crush’d the rights of Europe and his own

To flit between a dungeon and a throne,”
Byrox.
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PREFACE.

ORI

Tue following Analysis of the Character of Bonaparte,

.appeared origipally in the “ Christian Examiner,” a perio-

dical work, published at Boston, U. 8. and was shortly

after printed in aseparate form. The publisher is indebted

for "it to the gentieman, (a friend of Dr. Channing) to
whose kinduesa he owes the publication of the * Remarks
on the Character and Writings of Milton.” Encouraged
by the favourable reception of that work, and believing the
present calculated to do much good, ha is induced to offer
it to the notice of the public. For vigour of conception,
accuracy of delineation, brilliancy of style, an ardent love
of liberty, high toned moral feeling, and the fearless avowal
of bis own honest opinions, the author is pre-eminently

-distinguished. Sufficiently remote from the influence of

European politics and prejudices, he haa surveyed with the
calm eye of a Philosopher and Moralist, the course and

‘conduct of the hero of the scene. Making every allowance
‘for the circumstances in which that extraordinary man
- was placed, and acknowledging his talents, to their fullest

extent, he has tried their exercise by the test of utility, and
the eternal principles of morality. He has shewn their
unhappy misemployment,—unhappy for himself, unhappy
for the world, In short, be has shewn that energy of mind,
selfishly and unbenevolently exercised, is worse than wortha-
less—it is pernicious,
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DR. CHANNING'S PUBLICATIONS.

¥ Remarks on the Character and Writings of Milin."

 Dr. Cmninghmmi&uﬂrnmnncrmmmedlmemmﬂﬂoq
powers, capable of taking comprehensive views, and of comveyi t'lm-!h—
unellyudl'uliyhhhm E:hmwwm,mdm:humlu
rﬂ“mhth’uﬂﬂdﬂnrmm Every one who resds the Edinburgh, must
have been with M 8 Article on Milton ; the present is superior,

a8 It i= more complete; it gives a more elevated "and inapiring view of his
ebum: il m.ld'y.lfqume.i\'.&m 1828,

 Thin is & clever pamphlet, and ooe which doss credit to the taste of those
concerned in inm-duﬂngu to English readers. Milton's character and writings
are ably and Iurp"ﬁﬂlr exumined, and the spirit and tesdency of his produe-
tmu pomfnll developed. Indeed, we have rarely scen so much important
miation' and comment crowded into so amall e space.: Dr.
Chnmghﬂ' p with il i:l:- dm& pcmhhl, and in
mssérting his ity as & pool, enters B0
ww jmlf’fnltz we cannot forbesr extracting it."'— Literary Chronicie Sept,
1

“ _nalysia of the Charaster of Napolren,"

7 It is refreshing to turn from our state turmoils and anomalies to the perugal
of the wise and candid estimate of a character which hae excited the extremes
of aversion mnd sdmiration—written with that parity and freshiness of I'uli.ns
apirit, and eloguence, that aothing but the love of liberty and virtue can so well
ingpire," — Timer, Jon, 20, 1823,

g;i&pmphm which does bonour to the name it bears.” —Londom Mag, Frd.
]

“Mtisa clevar production, written with considerable eloguence, -and
by one wbol;l:ﬂdtn S'nptbl"!loolln;auhﬁlr at the inequalities in & great
man's character, &n them, a8 far a8 may be, to their source.—
Athenarwm, Feb. 5, 1828,

¢ This is & jnﬂ.n.d m‘hle pmch'lnn of the character of Napoleon.
That Df. Channing is oot dazeled e splendogr of despotism we sre not
mﬂi::m.,uhuamof llm.lmrn gloriows name than ever

d

tray

to tyrant or satrap, he exhibhted the capacity to :mmpulm:d pour-
s of repy We recommend this pamphict Lo the
attentive of every man in England. " —Eendon Weekly Remew, Feb. 95,1828,

5 [t iz characterized by the same 8 r of eloquence, the pame soundness

O‘Iri: e, the same nobility of feeling, aod the same generul impartiality for

hll]hi:rntl Are AL oBCE B0 it and #o valuable."—Literary
Chromicle, Feb. 16, 1

“ Dr. ﬂhlnm iz alresdy well known by his eloguent and able revidw of
Milton's character and -'rlsiggt and the ¥ hln:ler of Kapoleon™ isexecoted
with equal ability and effect : if our recommendation be worth any thiog at all
let Dr. Channing’s Analysis be carefully read."—Meonthdy Mayg. March, 1828,

“ A man of sound judgment and clear wnderstanding ; equally correct in
feeling, and refined |njum " — Blackwood's Mug, Aug. 1825.—Review of Die-
course on the Evidences of the Christian Religion,

“ D, ﬂmlwu of those men who are & blessing mduhunﬂm'h their
gemmﬁuup:ld country. ' =—Quarterly Review, No, 58, p. 330.—Fncidental
Natice sf Da,
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NAPOLEON BONAPARTE.

Tre Life of Napoleon Bonaparte by Sir Whalter Scott
kas been anticipated with an eagerness, proportioned to
the unrivalled power of the author, and to the wonderful
endowments and fortunea of the hero. That the general
expectation has been satisfied, we cannot affirm. But few
will deny, that the writer has given us a monument of his

eat talents. The rapidity with which such a work has

en thrown off astomishes us. We think, however, that
the author owed to himself and to the public & more de-
liberate execution of this important undertaking. He
ghould either have abandoned it, or have bestowed on it
the lonF and patient labour which it required. The marks
of negligence and haste, which are spread through the
work, are serious blemishes, perhaps inexpiable defects
It wants compression and eelection throughout. Many
passages are encumbered with verbi any thoughts
are weakened by useless expansion and worse than useless
nﬁeﬁﬁon. Comparisons are accumulated to excess, and
whilst many are exquisite, perhaps as many are trite and
unworthy of history. The remarke are generally just, but
obvious, and, we fear we must add, often superticial, We
state these defects plainly, that we may express the more
freely our admiration of the talents which have executed
go rapidly a work so extensive and various, so rich in
information, so fresh and vivid in deseription, and furnish-
ing such abundant epecimens of a free, graceful, and
vigorous style,

EI‘he work has the great merit of impartiality. It is
gmbnbljr inaccurate in many of its details, but singularly

ree from prejudice and passion. Not a few, who con-
B



L] NAPOLEON BONAPARTE.

sidered that the author was both a Briton and a friend of
the principles and policy of Pitt, were expecting from his

n a discoloured delineation of the implacable foe of

land and of that great minister. But the rectitude of
his mind, and his reverence for histprical truth, have
effectually preserved him from abusing the great power,
cooferred on him by his talents, over public opinion.
We think that his laudable fear of wronging the enemy
of his country, joined toan admiration of the dezzling
qualities of Napoleon, has led him to soften unduly the
crimes of hishero, and to give more favourable impressions
than truth will warrant,

But enough of the author, who needs not our praise,
and can suffer little by our censure. Our concern is with
his subject. A just estimate of the late Emperor of
France seems to us important. That extraordinary man,
baving operated on the worid with unprecedented power
during s life, is now influencing it by his character.
That character we apprehend is not viewed as it should
be. The kind of admiration which it inspires, even in free
countries, is a bad omen. The greatest crime against
society, that of spoiling it of its rights and loading it with
chains, still fails to move that deep abhorrence, which is
its due; and which if really felt, would fix on the usurper
a brand of indelible infamy. Regarding freedom as the
chief interest of human nature, as essential to its intellec-
tual, moral, and religious progress, we look on men, who
have signalized themselves by their hostility to it, with
an indignation atonce stern and sorrowful, wgk:h no glare
of successful war, and no admiration of the crowd, can
induce us to suppress. We mean then to speak freely of
Napoleon. But if we kopow ourselves, we could on ne
account utter one unjust reproach. We speak the more
freely, because conscious of exemption from every feelin
Iike animosity. 'We war not with the dead. & wou
resist only what we deem the pernicious influence of the
dead. e would deyote ourselves to the cause of freedom
and humanity, a cause perpetually betrayed ? the ad-
miration lavished on prosperous crime and all-graspin
ambition. Qur great topic will be the Character

Napoleon; and with this we shall naturally intersperse.

reflections on the great interests which he perpetually
influenced.

We begin with obserying, that it is an act of justice

ke

e i



NATOLEON BONAPARTE:

to Bonaparte to remember, that he grew up under disas-
trous influences, in a troobled day, when men’s minds
were convulsed, old institutions overtbrown, old opinions
shaken, old restraints snapped asunder; when the au-
thorily of religiml was spurned, and youth abandoned
to unwonted hcence; when the imagination was made
feverish by visions of indistinct good, and the passions
swelled by the sympathy of millions to a resistless torrent,
A more dangerous school forthe character cannot well be
conceived., That All-gseeing Being, who knows the trials
of his creatures and the secrets of the heart, can alone
judge to what degree crimes are extenuated by circum-
stances so inauspicious. This we must remember in re-
viewing the history of men, who were exposed to trials
unknown to ourselves. But because the turpitude of an
evil agent is diminished by infelicities of education or
condition, we must not therefore confound the immutable
distinctions of right and wrong, and withhold our reproba-
tion from atrocities which have spread misery and slavery
far and wide. ' '
It is also due to Napoleon to observe, that there has
always existed, and still exists, a mournful obtuseness
of moral feeling in regard to the crimes of military
and political life. The wrong-doing of public men on
a large scale, has never drawn upon them that sincere,
hearty sbhorrence which visits private vice. Nations
have seemed to court agression and bondage by ther
stupid, inswpe admiration of successful tyrants. Thé
wrongs, from which men have suffered most, in body and
mind, are yet unpunished. True, Christianity has put
into our lips censures on the aspiring and the usurping.
But these reproaches are as yet little more than sounds,
and unmeaning common-places. They are repeated for
form's sake. hen we read or hear them, we feel that
they” want depth and utren%:h. They are not inward,
solemn, burning convictions, breaking the indignant
goul with a tone of reality, before which guilt would
cower. The true moral feeling in regard to the crimes
of public men is almost to be created. We believe, then,
that such & character as Bonaparte's, is formed with very
little consciousness of its turpitude; and society, whic
contributes so much to its growth, is responsible for its
existence, and merits in part the misery which it spreada.
Of the early infloences under which Bonaparte was



