ANTROPOLOGICAL PAPERS OF
THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF
NATURAL HISTORY, VOL. |, PART
Il. SOME PROTECTIVE DESIGNS
OF THE DAKOTA



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649046898

Antropological Papers of the American Museum of Natural History, Vol. I, Part I1. Some
Protective Designs of the Dakota by Clark Wissler

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



CLARK WISSLER

ANTROPOLOGICAL PAPERS OF
THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF
NATURAL HISTORY, VOL. |, PART
Il. SOME PROTECTIVE DESIGNS
OF THE DAKOTA

ﬁTrieste






ANTHROPOLOGICAL PAPERS

OF THE

American Museum of Natural

H istory.

‘Yol. 1, Part 1I.

SOME PROTECTIVE DESIGNS OF THE DAKOTA.

By

CLARK WISSLER.
i

MNEW YORK:
Published by Order of the Trustees.

February, 1907,



INTRODUCTION,

T

i whieh briet mention was made of religions art, or that art in owhich theee

w dlecorative art of the Dukota bas Leen treaed inonpreceding paper,

was o definiee; unnriscakable mnﬁ'.:l.' ol the ]uﬂ'l of the artist Lo 1'r~p1':13+r_-ni
mvthical or philosophieal deas.  Tn this more serions art, o lueee g ber
of designs may be charaererized as Cproteetive designs,” beciuse their
presenee o possession ks i part o protection,  The dew inos protecive
design seems 1o bea svnbelic] appeal to the souree or conercie manifes-
tation of a I:rﬂ[t'l.'r.-ll.'d' [ELAL It is nor SN T g il ||1:-ii|l o view andd
the spirit of the faith that make these designs significant, bt from the
detailed explasations of them some general idea car he foned, The
ileseriptions given in this paper are bused npon the statciments of Indians,
momost eases te executers of the desioms, The attitude of the reader
toward suel a study s thiz is often thot of conchuling that the [roinds af
view set forth bv oo owriter uee vniversal o the tribes Fhis lends to o grem
deal of .l:qurﬁg-iu] ertbicistn. To the n|ﬁ!|i||l| of the wriuer, AN ‘n'jili'!iuu
of such stndy beeause one or two or severnl Indians dewy oll knowledge of
somne or all of the specific natve accounts upen which eonelusions are
based, is absund. W night as well test the artistic sense of o eity by eall-
fng in one o Dwoe persons from the street. As o ease in point, the reader
is referreal to the remncks of J0 Chwen Dorsey on the authenticity of Bush-
otter's Double Woman! A peear deal of the information reecived from
Indians relative to religion is targely individunl, and every ethnological
feld-worker must take the best of his taderiol frean the !11'ig|1t:"<i men of
a tribe,  The objeet of this stwdy has been to bring together ideas expressed
by various individuals more or less eminent among their people, beeanse
all of these individual conceprions seem o bave mach in commen. The
diata were securad by the writer when on Museum espeditions to the Teton
and Yankton divisicns of the Dakota.
b Dhose 1 Eevenn s Anoual Report of (e Bueseso of Anerlean Evlmology, oo 451
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SHIELD-DESIGNS,

The circular shield was distributed over a large part of North America.
A eonspicuous part of the arms of Mexican warriors was * the round, small
“target’ worn by the ‘brave” on his Jeft aem, and made of eanes netted
together and interwoven with cotton “Uwofold,’ covered on the outside with
rilded boards and with feathers, and so strong that & bard eross-bow shot
could alone pencirate them;™ ' bul “merely ornamental shiclds [were
alzo] nsed and carried by warriors and chiels on festive oceasions only,""?

Aceording to the same amthor, in Pre-Columbian times some of the
Pueblo Indians vsed a thick disk of buffalo-hide as o shield. On the
Plains. from the Rio Grande to the Saskatchewan, the creular shield of
buffalo-hide was, until the extivetion of the buffalo, o part of the regalia
of every warrior,  These shichls vsually hore symbolie designs. Tn many
cases the designs were painted upon the ravwhide itseli, and protected by
i bmekskin cover; swhile in other cases the desipns were painted upon
the cover.  Practieally no shichds of buffalo-hide are to be found in the
hands of the sorviving Dakoto: but in social and religions ceremonies,
models or shicld-covers of buckskin or eloth, npon which arve painted the
designs formerly placed on shields, are often useld. For purposes of study
the wriler secured such models of shiclds, with explanations of the designs
and with other shicld-lore, from persons who formerly owned buffalo-hide
shields.

When the enemies of the Dakola were armed with native weapons,
the shicld Lad soue valoe in itself, becanse few arrows conld get through
it, aml it was of suthcient strength to ward off 8 blow from « club or an
axe; bulb even st that (e the designg and medicine olijeets tied to the
shiell seem to have been regarded a5 of greater importance than the me-
chanical properties of the shicld itself. Tt was the power represented by
the design do which the owner of the shield looked for protection.  Nadu-
rally, with the introduction of fire-arms, shiclds ceased to have a real
protective value; but their designs were still looked upon as capable of
affording protection against evil.  Aceording to the statements of some olid
men who siill have faith in protective designg, the ancient shield mani-
fested its power upon the miml of the enemy by influencing them to shoot
ab the shiehl rather than ot the {'.“:]J(Jﬁ!"[l paTty of the |1u|.1}' of itz bearer,
But when fire-arms were introduced, cxperience demonstrated that the
shield was no longer & desirable objeet in battle, beeause the zame influence

Uobppededber {Meports of she Pesbody Musenm, Vol T8, po 1o,
2 hmnekilier, op, vit,, e L0S,
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that drew arrows to it deew Bullets also, and i this case with fatal results,
From this they concluded that guns represented o mystic power superior
to that of shicld-desipus, bt that the latter were still efficncions, except
where so overpoweread,

This explanation is interesting, becunse these men scem to have grasped
the idea that the shield, Leing a conspicuous object, would aitract the
attention and thus the aim of the encmy; but they confused this pyscho-
Iogical explintion of the observed facts with o mystie conception thae the
magic power of the design upon the shield was the cause or force that
reached out and fay hold of the attention of the enemy.  Yet the introduc-
tion of firesarms did not relegate the zhield 10 oblivion; and shield-desizns
are still cherished by men of the oliden time, hecanse they represent a kinad
of individual totem or ]I]'l'.lti,‘l't[\'l‘. e,

The following deseriptions of shicll-designs are given with the intes-
pretations of their ewners,

A shield-cover decomated with feathers, bearing o design used by a chief
on ceremonial oceasions, and said Dy him to be the eopy of a shield carried
in his youth, is shown in Plate v. The Blaek border on top of the shield
takes the form of the pew oo, which o represcuts, o the centre of the
shiehd is o well exeented drwing of an Tndinn oo boseback,  The horse 1s
in Blue, with @igzae black lones extending down the legs. The Blue eolor of
the horse indicates his connection with the thooder, or the Peswers of the ﬁ]-:_v.
The background of the shield is in yellow, b the lower part has heen
worked over with green,  svommetvieally areanged aronwd the mounted
figure are four civetes of purplish color, representing o plenomenon observed
in the sk, which seens to have been either the halo of the sun, or the phe-
nomenon that passes under the wume of “supsdogs” From the deseription

of the owner of the shield, it appears thut these four cirdles were sssociated
in hiz mind with the medicine=hoop,  Tle stared thae this desion g 0 whole
was the representation of what he 2w in adeean; that the moon wirh its
dark color was drawn to vepresent the wiglt, beeanse that was the time
when e had this experienee; and that inthe drean be saw a horse and
rider appear in the sky surrounded by the four cirenlar objeets, as indieated
upon the shield,  Tr appears from his explonation, that the association of
the rings with the wedicine-hoop was hiz own individoal interpretation of
the significanee of bis dream, Toothe deean e conld see o shiehl assoeiated
with these abjects as they wonrlil appear fo reality: hut in the design he
attempted to conver an Gdea of what he saw In conformity with the con-
ventional modes of representative ot practised Ly his tribe,

Apother shield-cover (g, 1) bears a bird=design, vepresenting 1o the
owner the osprev (%), One hall of the hackgronnd of this shield is in yel-

TERErYEFTETLIATATE AT O AT TEODRITA
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low; the other half, in lght wreen  These two eolors vepresent the appear-
v oab stnrise; the vellow corresponding to the region of the

ance of the s
divwn, ad the green to the duk sky above. The four stars symmetdeally
arranged are colored Dlaeks for the nighe, vellow for the dawn, Llue for the
evening, amld rl for the day: or in other words the whole cirele is repre-
sented,  The ||§'Hi;|1 of the Bl presents Fonne :'|1|1:'r1'.~i1i|'|g details,  The

Fig, 1 (50-20700,  Bhdeblacoves wih Deslen,  DiEanetee, 42 e

lightuing-symbols epresent the death-deahng power conferted upon the
owner of suclt a shicld-design at the time of bis dveam, The ved marks
upon the hreast of the Livd, representing the national coldem of the Uniied

8 Ten thae el Divgs, veelesra ars Leialienten] Gy 1 b fallivw Lo ilayfoes: rl, By Lesrizestvtal slonding:
yellow, B v il shadliiteg; v, by leh sliigine sl © blue ar poargele, iy vlelit oliliogue
alelinge. Tl vk whiite Taeye thedr eopventionnl quaditles, The drawiogs were mmde by
Misa 1, Ho Howe,
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States, were interpreted by the owner as svnbobizing such death-dealing
power in contending with soliliers. The peculine feature upon the tail
of the bird represents an additional esperienas, and was udded to the shicld
about the vear 1867, alter o suecesslol coghgement with the Tnited States
troogs, i whicl the owner of e zhicld prarticipited. ,‘H'l.'l:r]'LI]ng' to his
aceount, the design on the il of the Bivd is s conventional symlol of the
spider-web, but is vsed here (o represent an expericnee preecding the above
engigement. A the war-parey were oving foeward, they saw o strnge
appenranee in the sky, which took the fern of this svhol, The sight of
it ennsed the wir-parey do soatter; and the ioterpretation pleed upon this
by the owner was, that its mumidestation of supernatiml power, which was
Liy I'Ii' 1'C|-||'|1.!§.|.'|| taa rill."]tlI| I\".'“-”]Il (AN EE ||:I1,'i'| I_""l'l':"']llil':-' Lo aeitier i” Iilii' if=
fusion,  Dharing the confusion fomo whicly the paey fell the stars moved
capidly orengh the sky and the lightning
ashed in all directions. I'lis is vepre
sented by the four cormers of the design.
Ar the wopoof the shicll 35 a liaid of
sweet=grass wnd o smadl buckslkin bags
contuinang  wedicines of o supposed
charm-value.  Before going into Lt
somme of this sweet=gruss was o be
brnt, and  ritoalistie songs pertaining
o the shicld were o be sung, Ui
having been done, the shiehl was sup-

posed To preotect Jls owner Prooe bis eoes

mics.  Eight feathers, aeranged o pairs, P2 S I]I'!I""L".",',."."r" a Dirawing
5 a0 Nl

are sitbaehed 1o the shield, and ther quills )

are painted 1o correspond to the pares of the background 1o which they are

attached,

There = one interestine feature conoected withe thi= shicld-design, and
that is the (et that some of te ald men disapproved of the owoer placing
the spader-wels design upon the Gl of the bivd, heeanse itowas o mixing of
supernatien] wapifeseations The ineident comnected witl this desicn was
egarded by them as most extroovshnary, anl ns laving been worthy of
clistionet andd S LR ]'L‘EJI':'H\'1I1II1.il.I-IJ.I ."ﬂ't'l.lrl]jrl},r io the tu‘t'l‘ph'ii tades
of interpretation, this experience should have heen represented upon o new
shichd.

The specimen shown i Plate v1 s not g shiehl-cover, bt wis pevertle-
less spoken of as o shickd; and the Hestizn (ST i ia o old shield-design.
The specimen is o cope (nmle of cotton) worn aronid the shouliders in such
away that the :h*ﬁi;__ru eonllil be seen 1 the back of the weaper. Heme
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are represented the eainbow, the thunder-bird {possessing in this case

charpeteristics which indicate that it was copiced from the national emblemn

of the United States), the new and full moon, anmd the stars. Tt will be
observed thnt the stars in this
case ate four-pointed, similar to
the design of the spider-web,
amd they nre regarded by the

. Indians as an example of the
old original method of repre-
senting them.

Asa great many Indians who
turmerly swned shields do net
now possess shield-covers, the
writer secured drawings made
b them of their former shields.
Fig, 3. Drawing b a ¥usive, o o Shictd-coeor, Such a sketeli is repraduced in

outhne (Fig. 2}, Inthe centre
is a design of the apider-weby fillod in owith vl Uhe gound of the shield
is in blue, representing the skv,  Above and below are cireolar areas in
yellow, representing clowds or hewven,  Lightning-symbels in red connect
the yvellow l".hﬂli!-.\'-l'n"[ﬂl‘llll.\j with the four corners of the spider-web ilesign.
Az a final sugpestion relative o this interpretation, the informant said,
“The spider is the Diend of the thonder,””

e manner in which the owner secured the shicld-design represented in
Fig, 3 is as follows,  Onee when o war-parcy of which he was o member
were about to tube the war-path,
it was predicted by an ol man
that b would T Killed in the
first battle,  Before leaving with
the ir:lrl_‘.', |.:I-I" wenl toonn old
medicine-man for hely, und this

LIS |||.:EI.|1' ]l]lll il |""I|.i1.'|.(| ||‘:Jl1'i||;.__‘:
the design desertbed below, ''he
bird represented s the bawk,
— flying from the sky, protectod
by the thunder from the huil-
stones that fly thick and fast
about  him, — amd symbolizes
the manner in which the owner of the shield will pass safely through the
hail of lead from the cnemy,  Four pairs of hawle-feathers are armanged
symmetrically on the cireumference of the shield,

Tn the shicld-design in Vg, 4, we find o lorge civeular area in the centre

Fig, 4,  Bhiclddesiyn, rons e Dirawine by o Native,

i
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