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PREFACL.

Ix the exciting blaze of modern fiction the
glowworm light of this simple and old-fashioned
story almost seems to need apology; except that
it ig, in degree, a trne story; and truth is al-
ways worth something, My heroine really lived ;
about half a eentury ago; she was very Leantiful
and charming ; her name wag Thomasina, and she
was generally ealled © Miss Tommy.”

Perhaps, in these days, when so many women
disdain to be snch—contemning domestic life,
and, by a enrions contradiction, at onee imitating
and despising men, it may be excusable to have
painted one who wae “only a woman® — noth-

ing more.
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MISS TOMMY.

PART I

OT should eall bher Thomasi-
na,” gaid 1, as I held in my
arma a friend’s first baby,
whose dear and honored fa-

~ ther bears the old-fashioned
name of Thowmas, though

euppressed into an initial.

* Thomasina ' rcpeated the young mother
with polite hesitation. “Tso't it a— rather a
long name? And if it were shortencd — fancy
her being called “ Tom® or * Tommy 1"

o Why pet? The most eharming woman I
ever konew was named Thomasing, and all her
life was ealled ® Mies Tommy.” "

While I spoke the old days came back upoy
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