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INTRODUCTION.

It has been my desire for & decade that the people
of Mizsourl Become more bomogeneons. I am of the
opinion that we do not as a penple rely enoogh on ocor-
gelves. Olannishness s not needed or desired; bot
we do neasd to helieve that among Mizsourlans thers
are to be foand those whis, with DEODET encourdgament
at bome, may hecome anthors equal to any In
Amerfeq,

Wa shall bave more self-respect, 3 hipher repard
for our Eiate, more love for the inhakitauts of our
commonwedlth, and a livelier fiterest In each other,
and bence a gironger, becanse a more confident, offl-
zenahip, if we will teke & greater Interest in Missoorl
authors, bny and read more of thelr books, and other-
wige enctitage them to beleve that we are thelr
friends.

The people of Missonrl have & commoen destiny.
They ehould so0 nnifte As to make thid commonweslth
the Lrighteat and best in the constellation of States,
This cannot be done If they have a bhigher regard for
the statesmen, aothors, orators, and musiclans of
other Btates than for those of our own,

We bhave not prized our wrltera highly enongh.
We have fallen Into the habit of golng to pither States
and other countries for our books. The merlt of an
author in the estimation of Missourians, It has often
geemned to me, has increpsed about as the square of
the distance of hie residence from Misaonrl, Bomehow
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@ INTRODUCTION.

we peem to have concluded that no Missourian ean
write & book or & good poem. This cught not to be
We are doing ourselves great harm by thls practee.
A great writer or & gennlne poet la of far greater
value to & commonwealth, even In 8 materlal way,
than & gold mine or a raflroad. Take from Massachu-
getts the hooka she has mede, and there remaing littie
io attract the attention of the American people. To
foraver bortow from other Btates our Ideas, our Intel-
lectnal food, Indicates g general mental weakness; it
i alao to invite tho constant eriticism and eneers of
other #Htates. We must have more Missourl books.
There Is no lack of natlve talent of spflclent bril-
Haney to write them; we alsoe have a population that
appreciates pollahed prose and beautlful verse. We
nesd only to rely on one snoiber, to encoorage one
angther,

If this volume ia favorably received, it will encour-
age Doiter verze, The persons who have written the
verses o be found within these Hds have, through their
efforts, brought brightnesz to0 many a houschold. As
g natlve Miseooriam, who I8 proud of his State amd
believes in her people and her foture, I desire to ex-
press the hope that these llierary cfforte may arouse
among our peeple & greater (nterest fnm Missourl
writers.

Feray 5. Rapzr.




EDITOR’S NOTE,

Missouri bas never had a great poet. We can not,
as yet, clalm for any of our verse-writers a place
among the Immortals; yet gome of them have glmost
tonchod shonlders with genius, and many of the verses
produced hy these writers posscss such merit as o
deserve preservatlon. Very few books or pamphlets
of verse written by Missourlans heve beed preserved .
in the libraries of our Btete; and, sa far aR T have been
able to aecertain, no one has made & colleetion of their
works with the view of preserving them. During the
past two years, with the assisience of some of my
paplls whe have been interested In the stody of local
lterature, I have made g small collection of Miseomri
vorse. From this collection 1 have endeavored to
gelectand present In book form & numberof sguch spee-
imens as would afford the reader g pemerg] view of
the atiainments and merits of our writers. It wonld
be impossible to Inclode all the merliorieus verse in
these selections; much, as worthy as any selected, has
neceszarily been omltted; many are too long, and all
the worthy short ones counld not be contained In “a 11t-
tle book.” No comment la made on the verszes selpct-
@; the feld of critdeiam 1 leave to others.

The blographical notes are chliefly to vindieate my
clalms that the writers whose verses T have used are
Migsour! writers. For this resson I have confined my
remarks to matter-of-fact statements rather than
enloglea,



B EDITOR'S NOTE.

1 take pleasure in acknowledging my obligations
to those writers who have granted me free use of thelr
copyrighted works, and especlally to My, Willam M.
I*axton, of Platte City, who bas cheerfully allowed me
to usé & tamber of books from his private lbrarcy.
My thanks are due to poblishers whe have kindly
glven me permission to make extracts from their pub-
lications. Among them are &. P. Pulnam's Sons, The
Peter Paul Book Company, Tkarles Seribner's Bona, The
Ernis Press Compony, the publishers of The New ¥ork
Independent, The Totwus, Widland MNonihly, Chaperons
Magerine, and others whose publications are men-
tloned im the table of contents.

]- 5. Swgoov.
Woodson Inetitnte, Richmond, Mo,
Junc 20, 1RGT.




