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PREFACE

Or the manifold attractions in the Baxon
Voebularies, nothing hae charmed me more
than the native Plant-names, which have there
been preserved in the most primitive form
extant. For many winters thepe liatz were
to me a8 & kind of winter-garden, wherein T
vould botanize at the fireside and look at
familiar planta through the eyes of remote
anceators., Wishing to impart this pore and
exquisite pleacure to pome friends of wine and
friends of Sexon stodies, I printed the follow-
ing lists fromthe editions in the readiest manner
without any ides of muking s bock. Imade no
revigion of the texts excepting s manuscript
in the library of Bt. Jobn's College, Oxford,
which, through the kindnese of the Preaident,
I collated with No. V. After the lists were
thus hestily printed, I was encournged to add
indices and an introduction. The indices will
facilitate such & comparison of the lista as will
often cmable readers to correct seribal errors
for themselves. The research requisite for the
Introduction has been more than would be
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believed ; and I wae almost wearied, when Pro-
fessor Price told me of the interesting manu-
seript &t Pembroke College, the Breviarium
Bartolomsi, by which my flagging interest
was revived. But this fowrteenth-century
manuacript procured me what wee still more
valuable than itzelf, namely, the kind aid of
J. L. . Mowst, FEaq., Fellow of Pembroke
College, whose great knowledge of Flant-
names emsbled him to give ‘me substantial
help and wany an ingenione suggestion, The
oechsional acknowledgments in the Notea are
but an imperfect record of my debt to Mr.
Mowat,

The faseination of lant-nemes haa ita foun-
dation in two instincts, Jove of Nature amnd
curigeity about Laogunage. FPlant-names are
often of the highest antiquity, and more or
lege common to the whole stream of relsted
nations, Could wo penetrate to the original
suggestive ides that ecalled forth the name, it
would bring valuable information about the
firet openings of the human mind towards
Nature; and the merest dream of such a
discovery invests with a strange charm the
worda that counld tetl, if we could understand,
so much of the forgotten infancy of the human
rAGE,
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