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I DEDICATE THESE FAGEE TO

MY SISTER,

IN MEMORY OF THE EIEDE WHO SANG TO U3 BY

THE FIEST HOME OF OUR CHILDHOOD

THE BAME 30NG THAT THEIR

CHILDREN'S CHILDREN AEE STILL EEPEATING

IX¥ THE BRANCHES.






PREFACE.

Taose who attempt to desl in poetry with the
incidents or theories of ‘the present day, pro-
pose to themselves a difficult, some may say an
idle, task. The press and rapidity of modern
events, and the ease with which ideas are cirem-
lated, seem to throw the powers of literature more
and more into the hands of the journaliat, The
words or actions of men are reported throngh
a hundred daily sources, and yet what is en-
prossing to-day is forgotten to-morrow, so that
allusion in poetry runs the double risk of ap-
pearing vulgas or obsolete. So much the author
would premise with regard to & poem written in a
time of profound peace, and sent to press before



viii PREFACE.

the late great events had occurred, which seem to
open out altered prospects for the nations of the
world. Yet the conflict of principles, which the
poem, however trivially, represents, will continue
when the incidents of the war now raging are
disregarded or forgotten. Nor can these great
modern questions be treated in an extravaganza
without an admixture of personal and political
reference. The example of the great Greck com-
edian, who so powerfully represented on the stage
of Athens the struggle between the material and
tha spiritual, the traditional and the progressive,
may perhaps shield an English imitator from
the blame of vulgarising the gravity of philo-
sophy by the licence of contemporary allusion.
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Margsngsr, a Philosopher of the * Development ™
Persuasion.

‘WINDBAG, a Poet of the Romantie School,

BIRDCATCHER, .

Coox, Souls in Purgatory.

Lapy,

Roc, an extinet Bird in his Egg-Shell, the Gate of Limbo.

Bigp oF ParaDIsE, King of the Birds' Paradise.

JACEDAW,

Rook,

PicEox,

Laer,

NIGHTINGALE,

ClOLDFINCH, Birds in Paradise.

BLACKBIRD,

THRUSH,

Liswer,

SwaALLOwW,

GO0BE,

Craorus oF HUMAN BEINGS 1§ PURGATORY.

Cuorus or ExXTINCT BIRDS IN THE SHELL

CrHoRUS OF BIRDS IN PARADISE,

A Juey or TwELVE DigrDs.




