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RESOLUTION, MARCH 1, 1897,

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate comcurring),
L] - - * ' » - L

There shall also be printed and bonnd 5, copies of the Coinage
Laws of the United States; 2,000 for the Diirector of the Mint, 2,000
for the Houre of Representatives, aml 1,00 for the Senate.



ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION OF JULY 9, 1778.

ARTIOLE 8. * * * The United States in Congress assembled
shall also have the sole and exclusive right and power of regulating
the alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that
of the respective Blates—fixing tha Bt.nnda.rd of weighta and measures
throughout the United Siates. N

CONBTITUTION OF THE UTNITED BTATHS.
Artiels 1, Seation B, Paragraph 6.

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix
the standard of weights and measares;

Brisece ¢. The Bank of the Commonwealth of Eentmoky, 11 Pet., 267; Fox v.
The Btate of Ohio, 5 How., 410; United States v. Marigold, 9, How., 560,

Artiels 1, Sectien 10, Paragraph 1.
No state shall * * * coin money, emit bille of credit, make any-
thing but gold aod silver coin a tender in payment of debts. ® * *

&



COINAGE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1792 TO 1893.

CoaP. XVL.—dn act criablishing o Mini ond regulsting the ooine of the  mistuts L
Unfsed States,

April 2,170

8rorion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Eep- Mint estab-
resentatives of the United States of America in Congress assem- et 53 the
Lled, and it is hereby enacled and declared, That a Mint for met
the purpose of & pational coinage be, and the same is es-
tablished ; to be situate and carried on at the seat of the
Government of the United States, for the time being: And
that for the well condocting of the businesa of the said
Mint, there shall be the following officers and persons,
nw,—a Director, an assayer, & chief coiner, an engraver,
a Orer.

Bro. 2. And beit further enacted, That the Direotor of the Direstor toee-
Mint shall employ &s many clerks, workmen and servants, Jloy workmen,
%8 he shall from time to time find necessary, snbject to the
approbation of the President of the United States.

EC. 3. And be it further eénncled, That the respective Daty of the
functions and duties of the officers phove mentioned shall "o
be as follow : The Director of the Mint shall have the chief
management of the business thereof, and shall superintend
all other officers and persons who shall be employed therein.
The assayer shall receive and give receipte for all metals Asssayer,
which may lawfully be brought to the Mint to be coined ; ,,s™ 0 Maz- &
shall assay all such of them as may require if, and shall
deliver thein to the chief coiner to ba coined. The chief Cbisfeoiner.
eoiner shall cause to be coined all metala which shall be re-
ceived by him for that purpose, sceording to such regnla-
tions as shall be prescribed by this or any future law. The Engraver.
engraver shall sink and prepare the nec dies for snch
culna%ee, with the proper devices and inscriptions, bot it
shall be lawful for the fanctions and daties ef chief cuiner
and engraver to be performed by cne person. The treas- Treasase.
urer shall receive from the chief coiner all the coing which
shall have been atrock, and shall pay or deliver them to
the persons respectively to whom the same ought to be paid
or delivered : bhe shall morever receive and safely keep all
monies which shall be for the nze, maintenance and support
of the Mint, and aball disburse the same npon warranta
5 by the Director.

0. 4. And be it further enacted, That every officer and To take catn.

clerk of the said Mint shall, before he enters upon the exe-
cution of his office, take an cath or afirmation before some
judge of the United States faithfully and diligently to per
form the daties thereof,

BrO. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said assayer, Audgivebond
vhief coiner and treasurer, previously to entering npon the 1, oh.4, se..
execution of their res ve offices, shall e i
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bound to the United Btates of America, with one or more
sureties to the satisfaction of the Becretary of the Treasunry,
in the enm of ten thomeand dollars, with condition for the
faithfnl and diligent perforinance of the duties of his of-

fice.

Edariss. Brc. 6. And be it further enacied, That there shall be al-
lowed and paid as compensations for their respective serv-
ices—To the said Director, 8 yearly salary of two thonsand
dollars, to the eaid aesayer, a yearly salary of one thonsand
five hundred dollars, to the said chief coiner, a yearly salary
of one thoosand flve bundred dellars, to the said engraver,
ayearly salary of one thoosand two hnndred dollars, to the
said treasorer, a yearly salary of one thonsand two hundred
dollars, to each clerk who msy he employed, » yearly sslary
not exceeding five bundred dollars, and to the several sab-
ordinate workmen and servants, snch wages and allow-
ances as are costomary and reasonable, according to their
resémcbive stations and ccoupations.

GAosantabew  BEO. 7, And be if further enacted, That the accounts of the

et officers and persons employed in and about the said Mint
and for services performed in relation thereto, and all other
acconnts concerning the buginess and administration thereof,
shall be ac{g;l;tad und settled in the Tremsury Department
of the Uniied States, and & gquoarter yearly account of the
receipts and disbursements of the said Mint shall be ren-
dered at the said Freasury for settlement: mrdi:;% to such
forms and regulations as shall have been prescribed by that
Department; and that oooe in each year a report of the
transactions of the said Mint, accompanied by an abstract
of the settlements which shall bave been from time to time
made, duly certified by the Comptroller of the Treasury,
ghall be laid before Gm:;ﬁm for their information.

President of BEO. 8. Aad be i fur enacted, That in addition to the
United Bistes o guthority vested in the President of the United States by a
to be reaolation of the laet session, touching the engaging of art-

ists and the procaring of ap&:aratua for the said Mint, the
President be authorized, and he is hereby authorized to
canse to be provided and put in proper condition such build-
ings, and in snch manner as shall apipaar to him requisite
for the purpose of carrying on the business of the suid Mint;
and that as well the expenses which shall bave been in-
cnrred porsnant to the eaid resclution as those which may
be ineurred in providing and preparing the said buildings,
and all other expenees which may hereafter accrue for the
maintenance and support of the said Mint, and in carrying
on the bosinese thereof, over and above the snme which
may be received by reason of the rate per centom for coin.

Expenses, how 38 herein after mentioned, shall be defrayed from the

b be defrayed. Troasnry of the United States, ont of any moniea which

fmalé].. time to time sball be therein, not otherwise appropri-
at

Speaien of {he BEo. B. And be it further enacted, That there shall be from
cuins to betime to time struck and coined at the said Mint, coins of

gold, silver, and copper, of the following denominations,

Eaglee valoes and descriptions, viz. HiGLBS—each to be of the
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value of ten dellars or unite, ind to ecotain twe hundred

and forty-seven grains and four eighths of a grain of pure,

or two hundred and seventy grains of standard gold. HALFP EHaif eagles
EAGLES—each to be of the value of five dollars, and tocou.

tain one hundred and twenty-three grains and six elghths

of a grain of pure, or one handred and thiriy-five grains of

atandarnl . QUARYER EAcGLES—each to baof the valne Quarter sagles.
of two dollars &nd a half dollar, and to contain sixty-one

grains and seven eightha of a grain of pure, or sixty-seven

graine ard four eighths of a grain of standard gold. DoL- Dollarserunits
LARS or UNITS—each to be of the valve of a Spanish milled

dollar sa the same is now current, and to contain three han-

dred and seventy-one graing and foor sixteenth parts of &

grain of pure, or four hundred and sixteen grains of atand-

ard gilver. HALF DOLLARS—each to be of half the value Half dolism
of the dollar or upit, and to contain one huodred and eighty-

five graina and ten sixtesnth ogam of a grain of pure, or {two

h and eight grains of standard silver. QUABRTER Quarterdoliscs.
DOLLARS—each 1o be of one fonrth the valoe of the dollar

or unit, and to contain ninety-two grains and thirieen aix-

teenth parts of a grain of Bum, or one hundred and four

graing of standard sllver. DisMES—each to be of the value Dismes.

of one tenth of & dollar or unit, and to contain thirty-seven

grains and two sixteenth parts of a grain of pore, or forty-

one grains and three fifth parts of a grain of standard sil-

ver. HALP DIEMEE—each to be of the valoe of one twentieth Half dismes.
of & dol%ar, and tufuuntain eightean graine a.u(il tl_:imau jffl:t{:santh

parts of a grain o or twenty graing and four

of a grain of atanm gilver. OENTS—each to be of the Cents
value of the one hundredth part of & dollar, and to contain

eleven penny-weights of copper. HALR UENTS—each to be Half oarte.
of the value of half a cent, and to contain five penny-weights ;a* °f M7 &
and half & penny-weight of copper.

8u0. 10. And be it further enacted, That, upon the aa,jdv& what de
coing respeciively, there shell be the following devices aud
legends, namely : Upon one side of each of the said coins
there shall be an impresgion emblematic of liberty, with an
inseription of the word Liberty, and the year of the coin-
age; and upon the reverse of each of the gold and silver
coins there shall be the fignre or representation of an eagle,
with this inseription, “ United States of America” and upon
the reverse of each of the copper coings, there shall be an
inseription which shall express the denomination of the
piece, namely, cent or half cent, as the ease may require.

BEc. 11. And be i further enacted, That the proportional Proportionat
valoe of gold to silver iu all coins which sball by law be Jalne of geld o
current a8 woney within the United States, ahall be as fif-
teen o one, according to goantity in weight, of pare gold
or pure silver ; that is to say, every fifteen pounds weight
of pure silver shall be of equal value in all payments, with
one pound weight of pare gold, and so jn proportion as to
any greater or less quantities of the respective metals,

0. 12. And be it further enacted, That the standard for Bundird fo
all gold coins of the United Btates shall be eleven parta fi foa~ 38

oW o ba

fine to one part alloy ; and accordingly that eleven partsin regilsted

-



