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PREFACE.

—

“Waverley,” whoze magnificent genins and magic pen called

into existence the most splendid productions of the literature of
his age—was wont to say that the prefacs was the only part of his
works that pave him soy trouble. © To him, evolving a porgeous
romance was 4 delight; to indfte a preface, 2 torture. On one occasion
he wished the preface to his work to be placed at the end ; because, he
said, his expericnce bad convinced him, thet, ic the majority of
instances, the reader perused the last pages frst.

Far be it from the suihor of this modest effort, to place
himself for on¢ moment in the same categwry with Sir Walter Scott, to
whom indeed, he i3 less &ven thin sn évunsscent shadew. But in
common with the illustriows nowelise, he feels the difficulty of writing
cven his htiable preface, Thecompilation of this unpretending volume
—for he claima fot it the merit ooly of 2 compilation—has been to kim
2 labour of lowe.  To trace the early historg, the rizc and the gradnal
development; to Iie prescot Increwsing poosperity ;0 to mark the
vicissitudes, the romantic incidents, the varied epingdes, which constityte
the mémorable past of Preston one of abzorbing interest—was to him a
task of delight.

If the render is afforded bt o tithe of the pleacure in persing
it that the author bas expetienced in compiling i, the Iatter will be
amply rewarded.

The author is indebted to many local celebrities for the
infprmation neeessary to produce this work ; amongst whom he begs to
tender his gapecial acknowledgments to Mr, William Dobson and to
Mr. Charles Hardwick. Io reforence to the forrcer, his charming
# Rambies by the Ribble ™ gught to he in the bands of all who walue
exquisite scenic delingation with profound thought; whilst Mr.
Hardwick’s valuable production possceses a county as well s a loeal
interest. The suthar also expresses his indebtedness to Mr. Porter's
“ History of the Fylde,"” and to Mr. Hewitson's * Stonyhurst College,
Present and Past.” To each snd all of these gentlemen, the awther
tenders bis grateful abligations.

THE great ® Wizard of the North'—the immortal awther of
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