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TASSAGER FLOM BAWTIORELR

NOTE-BOOKS TN FRANCE AND
ITALY.

FEANCH,.

g MTEL DE LOL Y RE, Jaaseny ek, 1855 — On
i ﬁ Tuesduy merening, cor dezen waeks and fisdf

dozen carpet-hags being aleeads packed ard
LLLuPIJ-:d we hegau to propare Tor ovr jonreey dwo or
liree houzs before light, Two pahy were &t the door by
half past six, and ot seven we sct oot for fhe Tondon
Bridee station, while it was =il dark and bitterly enld.
There were alveady meny people in e streels, growing
mare utmerons as we deeve eityavand ;. and, in Newgate
Btrees, there was sneh a number of methetcarts, that we
almost came tooa dend Loek wirh some of 1hen, A4 the
station we found sevemal persng who woere apparenily
going fn the sarme feoin wil us, siling round the five
of the waiting.eoom. Binea T eame to England there hos
Tardly been a morning when T should lave less willingly
bestirved myseld heforn deylight ;o aharp and nelement
was the utmospliore,  We stacted al Lall past cight, bay-
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ing taken theough tickets to Pavie by way of Folkestone
and Boulogne, A foot-warter (o long, flad tin whensil,
full of hot water) was pubiuto the cavringe just before we
searted 3 but it did not make s wore than half comforta-
ble, nud the Prost sonn beesn o elond e windows, and
shut oub the prospeet, =0 chat we conld only chinee at
he gresa flelds — amertally green, whatever winter can
o aguingt them — sl ar, bere aod there, o stréam or
pool with the ez Tormivg om its howders, M was 1lie
tivet eold weather of a very mild zeascn, The snow
began o fall in sestleced wod almost isvisible flakes
andl it seewied as if we bad staved our Eoglish welcome
cut, and wern to find nothing gewial and hospitable there
Y e,

At Folkestane, we were doposiced ad 2 eilway alation
eloss upon & shingly beah, o whieh the sea broke m
fowm, and which J—— peported az strewn with shells
and stac-fishs behind was the tows, with an old charch
it bhe midst 5 and, closs ac baad, the pler, where oy the
eleamer i whish we were b embark,  But the air was
g wintey, b I had no hewrt to explore the lown, or
peek wp shelis with J—— on the benoh; so we kept
within doors dueing Hie two hours of cur siay. now and
thea loosing out of the windows at a siing-bout or two,
as they pitched wsd rolled with an ugly sed freegulae
mobion, snel as the British Chaawel penceally commnmu.
eates to the eratt that naviende if.

At uhont one o'clock we went on board, sand wers soon
widar stesn, wl g rats that guickly showed o long lHoe of
tee white oliifs af Albion bebind us, 16 is o very dusky
white, by the by, and the clilfs themselves do sot secn,
at a distence, to he ef Loposing heighe, ool bave oo even
an outiine 1o ba pichuresoue,

As we inercasod onr distance from Bugland, the



1635, FRAKCE. 7

Freuch enast came more aud more distincely in sight,
with a low, wavy outling, not vers well worth looking
ab, except becauwse ib was lhe const of Fraee,  In-
deed, T lonked al it but liEthe y for the wind was hleak
and bofsterous, aud T went down juto the cabin, where
I found the fire vers u-:J*utu"ta]‘.llB, pnd several poople
were siretehed au sofvs in & stale of placid wretelid-
mess. . .., L heve never soffered fom  sowesickness,
Bue D h-r.n:u somewhnt apprebeusive of this rongh
F.rI'H:I-;I'. h[."l'.".'l-'!'l!."l E!lf:';]ill'ld EJJ.[I. FTH.'I'IU'E'&, ‘P-']lil'_'-l'l APEMY [0
hive mose potency over people's stomechs than ten
times the extent of sea in otber quarters. Our pas-
sore wag of two hours, at the end of which we landed
on Freuch soil, and found ourselves immediately in
the clwlehes of the custom-bouse offiecrs, who, hows
ever, merely made a momentasy examination of my
pessport, snd allowed us to pass withoot opening evea
ong of oue carpet-bags.  The peeat bulk of owr leggepe
had besn eegistered throvgh to Pacs, for examinalion
after our arrival there,

We loft Boulogue in abont an lewe aller our arei-
vol, when it was already a darkening twilight. The
weather bad prown colder than ever, sinee our arrival
i suuny Fravee, and the night was now setting in,
wickedly black and dreearr, The Most haedened T
the carriape windows in suwch chickness 1lat T conld
senreely seraleh oa peep-licles theough il bal, from
such glimpses a3 1 could catel, the aspect of the
eountry seemed precry mueh by rescwble e Theeem-
ber aspoot of wy dear vative land, — broad, hare,
brown flelds, with streaks of suow at the fool of ridges,
aud along fences, or in the turvows of plonghed scil.
There was lee wherever there huppened to be woler io
form i,
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We lad feet.warmera in the cavelage, but the nold
erept in neverthelesa; and 1 o wot remember hacdly
in my life o more disagreeable shord journey than this,
my first advanee inta French tereitory. My impression
of France will always he that # s an Avetic region. At
any season of the waat, Hie temel over which wa paased
yesterday must be au uninleresting one as repards its
natural fealuess; and the only adormaeat, as far as 1
eould ohserve, which art as gven it, cousisis in stemight
rows of very stiff-locking aad slender-stemmed trees. In
the dusk thoy resenbled poplar-trees,

Weary and frost-bitten, — movally, if uot physieally,
— we reached Amiens iu Wiree or four hours, and here T
undorwent much annovaues froom the Frenel railway
allizials and altendants, whe, T Believe, did not mean to
ineammode me. bue cather to forward my purposes as far
as they well conld. B they would speak =]|m13 and dis-
tinetle T might wnderstan] them wall erciugh, being per-
footly fumitiar with the writfen longuage, aond knowing
1lie prmcm]e& ab its [rroina ki but, in their eas-
tomary eapid utterance, it sonnds Cke o string of mere
gabble.  When lefl to mygseli, therefore, [ got into great
difficulties, . . \ . It gives a taciturn personage like my-
sell & uew eoneeplion s to the value of speech, even lo
fim, when he fiwls Limeelf unoble cither to speak o wo-
derstand.

Finally, being adviced an all lands to go to the Hatel
du Rhin, we were earvied thither in an ewnnibus,
tling over o rough pasmuent, through sn invisiblo and
frozen towny and, on avr arrival, were ushered inko a
hwadsome safox, ns chill sz a tomb.  They made & little
bit of a wood-fiee for ue inoa low and deep elimney-
liole, which let n bundred rimes more beat esenpe up
the flue shan it sent into the roon,



