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PREFATORY NOTE

Toe Poems in this collection are chosen from
volumes published at iitervale oyer more than fifty
ym—mm&_thm The Piromider, issucd in 1339,
Madeline, reviewed by Dante Gabriel Rossetti in
the dcodemy in 1871 ; Parables and Taler, to which
Rossetti gave a Fortnightly Heview article in 1878

" down to The New Day, dated 1890 ; together with
verses which will be new even to the readers of the
hitherto published works.

Dr. Hake has a solemn and distinet note, little
confosible with the other notes of the comcerted
song of poets. Only nine years younger than the
century, he inherited, by right of his time and
place, a tradition of deep composure—poetry
aloof from the peril of excitement which knows
neither how to contain nor how to express itself
Dr. Hake's expression always implies long intention,
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deliberate decision,. The verse is a consequence
long foreseen.

The emotion of moments lacks indeed no swift-
ness of passage, but we are made aware that it
had & past of experience and has a future of
power. It was not a gust hom of the moment
and then no more. Poetic passion must be like
& wind; thou canst pot iell whenee it cometh
nor whither it goeth; but surely it appeared
with an approach and disappeared with a depar-
ture; it was a thing of transitory phase, but not
of transitory life. Essentially durable and spiritual
iz the passion of those infrequent poems in which
this poet, raising himself from the attitude of
meditation, gathers his word into intenser action,

He has emotion which is thus proved true. For
the proof of the authenticity of his thought, alse, the
reader will look into his own experience as he reads.

Il poeta mi disse : Che pense?

The question which Virgil asked of Dante is a poet’s
question. The world takes it as generally the reader’s
question ; but it is emphatically the poet’s, Now,
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the thought to which Dr. Hake sppeals in his
reader’s mind is unguestionably not an easy nor an
obvious ¢ne. In saying thie we assign to the reader
of poetry some part of the writer's responsihility,
some part of his honour.  Or, if this is too much to
say, the reader is at any rate responsible for choos-
ing his poet. And if a poet is worth reading at
all, he is to be trusted both with the importance
and with the distinctness of his own thought.

The exceeding solemnity of what we have called
Dr. Hake's note—and it is as indeseribable and
gz peculiar sg the note of a voice—suggests a
forther meaning, even an sllegory, where in fact
he had ne intention of proposing anything beyond
the text. The more does this illusien occur,
perhaps, becanse Dr. Hake tells a story—a story
of events—in most meditative stanzas. He writes
movingly of dreams and sleep; and his study of
these has added to all or almost all his verse
gomething of the ecstasy of dreams. -

ALICE MEYNELL.

Felruary 1804,






