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PREFACE.

Tr the study of Worp-Avaryam has not yet the assured and defl-
nite place it should by righta have in our ordinary school course,
we may perhaps find the reason in the lack, thos far, of text-books
technically constructed with & view to such simplification and gradu-
ation of the study as are required to meet the needs of elementary
instruction. Thers is, at least, & wide and growing reslization of
the fact that the study of the English ldnguage is very inadequately
provided for in the old system, which deals but with the forms of
our native spesch, and does not even touch its subatancs. The bar-
renness of the anclent grammatical training is too notorions for it to
be possible that it should long retain its usarped primacy as the sols
means of linguistic discipline. Formal grammar will not lose its
place, and should not lose ite place: bot we may well believa that
it will nndergo sach a re-adjostment as the enlarged modem views
demand-—at any rate, that it ahall not displace other branches of
the study of English that are equally important and far more fruit-
ful. Theoretically, the study of the English lsngusge embraces
thres departments:

1. The study of the English vocabulary—WoRrD- ANALYRIE.

2. The etudy of the structure of English—Mxep GRaMMAR AND
CoMrPoarTion.

8. The study of English forms—Gnanman.

The Graded Word-Book has for it object to supply a practical
working manual treating of the first department of the study of our
language—namely, the study of the Baglish vocabulary. It preacots
three prominent pointa of peeuliarity that distinguish it from all pre-
vious text-books of etymology :—

1. It is wo graded that part I desls exclosively with Fnglish primi-
tives and their derivatives, On this head little will need to be said
in justification. If will probably be conceded by the majority of
teachers that the main obstacle to the utility of existing class-hooks
of etymology arisea from the fact that they ssgime on the part of the
pupil & knowledge of clamical roots and forms which it is impoasi-
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4 PREFACE,

ble he should possess The author belisves that the whole logie
and rationale of word-formation inay be amply illustrated without
going beyond simple English and Saxon primitives, When onca
the real nuture of the formative clements end the philosophy of
word-building have been mastered by the scholsr, he will advance
with pleasure and profit to the study of Latin aod Greek deriva-
tives  Accordingly, all classical roots are relegated to Part IL

2. The treatment of the Latin derivatives in Part I presents a
new and important feature, to wit: the systematic analysis of the
structure and organiem of derivative words, together with the state-
ment of their primary meaning in such form that the pupil inevita-e
bly perceives ita relation with the root, and in fact maker its primary
meaning by the very process of analysing the word into ita primi-
tive and its modifying preflz or euffix. It presemts, also, a marked
improvement in the method of approaching the defmition—a method
by which the definition is seen to grow out of the primary meaning,
and by which the analytic facalty of the pupil is exercised in trac-
ing the transition from the primary meaning to the secondary and
figrurative meanings—thus converting what is ordinarily a matter
of rote into an agreeable exerciss of the thinking faculty.

8. The third point of novelty in the method of treatment 1a pre-
sented in the copions practical exerclses on the wee of words. Tt is
believed thia feature will rendily commend itself to all practical
feachers; and accordingly, the author refers the schoolmester or
schoolmistress to an examination of thoee exercises themselves, The
experiencod instructar very well knows that his scholars may mem-
orize endless lists of terma and definitions withont having any
realization of the actual Uving power of words,  Buch s realization
can only be gained by wsing the word—hby twning it over in &
variety of ways, and by throwing™upon it the side-lighta of ite syn- -
onym and contrasted word, The method of thus utilizing English
derivatives gives a stody which possesses at once simplicity and
Jruitfulness—the two desiderats of an instrument of elementary
discipline,

= The prominent pointa in the Grivep Wors-Boox ars;—

1. The clesr end simple method of word-unalyeie and definition

2. The practicsl exereises in spelting, deflning, and the use of
words in actual composition.

3. The adaptation of the manual, by Ha progresalve charcter, to
the needs of the several grades of public and private Bchools.

W. B.
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WORD-ANALYSIS.
Part I.

L—DEFIXITIONS

1. An English primitlve word, or root, is & word in its simplest
English form, withont prefix or suffix. Give examplea _dns. Man,
Bafe, Tell, Navigate

Part L. of the Word-Analyeis talss 1o note of the rigin of words back
of the Eaglish langaage. " Navigate,” for example, i derived from »
Latin rost—ravis o ship, snd is, with reforence to Lafin, & derivative word ;
but in Part L. it in treated ss & primitive word for the reason that it ecoors
in no simplir Euplish form
2 A prefixis s significant syllable joined to the eginning of &
primitive wond.  Give examplea Adne. Un, fore, clrevm.

Join the prefix un o the beginoiog of the primitive word *safe,’
gnd what word have youd Asa Uneafe. Define it Ans Not
gafe. What, then, does the prefix oo mean?  Ana. Tt means nof.

Join the prefix fors to™the beginning of the primitive word * tell)
and what word have you?  Aas, Foretell Define it. Ana. To
tell beforahand. What, then, does the prefix fore mean?  Ane Bs
Jorehand, or previonaly.

Join the preflx circum to the beginming of the primitive word
‘mavigate,' and what word have yout Ans. Oircumnavigate. De-
fine it Adns To navigate or sail around the earth, or a part of it,
What, then, doea the prefix clroum mean?  Ans Around.

8. A soffix in & significant syllable joined to the end of a primi-
tive word. Give examples Ans. Loy, er, lesn

Join the soffix 1y to the end of the primitive word ‘man,” and
what word have you? Adxs. Manly. Define it. dns Man-like, ot
liks s man  What, then, does tlie suffix ly mean? Ane It means
Iiks, What is It originally? Ases It i8 a shortening of the old
English word de, which signifled file,

Join the suffix er to the end of the primitive word * t-aach and
what word have youi .dns. Teachsr. Define it Ans. One who



