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FTrREFACE.

Tae general t.leaignlnf these pages will be sufficiently
clear to the reader, when he has pernsed the introductory
chapter. In wriling them, the Author has bad prinei-
pally in view those persoms who, from varipus causes,
have come to think slightly of the claims of public
worship, and to be negligent in their sttendance at the
House of God. These form, it is feared, s large and
increasing class among all denup:i'nnti:'nu of christians ;
and to such these pages #ill be found specially adapted.

A desire to extend the;Qefuloghs; of what he has
bt has: 2 o TOBINE bowe cund there:
allusions which will be best appreciated by members of
another communion then that to which he belongs.
But whatever other defects belong to his work, he trusts
that it iz not marred by a single observation that can
give pain to any “who bold the Head, from which all
the body, by joints and bands, baviog nourishment,
ministered and knit together, increnseth with the inerease
of God.”
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. CHAPTER 1.
18 INTEODTOTORY.

=Qf making many books,” says the Preacher,  there is
ro end: and much study is a weariness of the flesh.
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty
of man.” Eodles. xii, 18, 18. 8o long sgo, when the
writer of & book was a man of rare wisdom, regarded with
swe by his fellow.men, and when the ability to read was
no eommon accomplishment, had both writing snd reading
upon the subjest of man's duty, cutstript the practice of
what was already known, In these days of multifarious
sathorship, ‘and of reading without application, the dis.
tance hetween what is known snd what is done of the
whole duty of man has become immeasarably greater ; and
were it possible to mrrest the stiention of men to these
polemn words, that to fear God and to kesp his command-
ments is the whole duty of man—to make them feel that
in the practice of this precept they would soonest become
the men they ought to be, and soonest attain the happi-
ness God desires for them ; the result would be cheaply
purchased st the cost of all the books that will be written
and read for meny & year to come; though the writers
shonld be tenfold more consmentious, and their readers
many times more thonghtful than there is any resson to

they will be.

Bat the course of this world ruos not thus ; nor does it
appear to be the plan of Him who directs if, to favour
those summary processes by which we sometimes fondly
imagine men might be made good. There ia nothing for
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us but the old din of eontending voices, sppealing to man's
passions, tastes, or interestz; in which, at times, the
still emall voice that speaks to his epirit, will meke itself
heard, distinet from all the rest, like the melody of a
solemn peslm raised by God-fearing mariners amidst the
fary of & storm. To listen for this voice, and to call atten-
tion to its utterances, is the part of those who wounld do
something towarde bringing men out of confusion and
sirife into order and pesce. And, therefore, amonget
the multitude of books now solieiting men’s attention, this
puuinihclnimfunuﬂu.ugiﬁngfmhuuhaofu
gld wvoiee, mow but little heeded—that men should
Reverence the Banctuary

Itwﬂllﬂ'ardtharen&u:&nunﬁmnfthﬂﬂmpuf
these pages, and at the same time clear the way for the
oourse of argument, by which it is hoped that design will
be found sustained, to stale what that is we designate as
the Sanctuary, and what in general is the kind of conduet
and feeling in regard to it which we sim to inenlcate.

A Banctoary, in the proper sense of the word, is & place
set apart from common use, and held sacred by men as
the appointed place of meeting between the Deity and his
worshippers. In former times it was & place respected by
the eivil power, 88 belonging to & region in which it had
no jurisdietion; and those who toock refuge in it were
regarded as making their appeal from Cmsar to Omear's
God; and were suffered to remain unmolested, in the
belief that the ends of human justice would be equally
served, whether to that appeal the response should be one
of judgment or of mercy. Under the Old Testament dis-
pensation, particular spots were pointed out by God as the
chosen seats of his Sanctuary; but sinoe the hour has
ocome when neither in this mountain, nor in that—neithes
in Jerusalem, nor elsewhere—is the place where men
cnght exclusively to worship, any locality is eligible for
such a Banctuary., Wherever, then, men agree t0 meet
for worship, whether in some secluded glen, or in caves
-and dens of the earth, or in catacomba surrounded by the
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dust of the departed, or in the ordinary guest chamber,
or in the stateliest and most gorgeous edifice that human
bands have ever reared, there is & Sanctuary. What is ee-
sential to & Banetuary is that it enshrine a temple made up
of living stones, who have sanctified the Tord God in their
hearts, and worship him in epirit and in truth. Yet the
feeling which invests with sacredness the place where such
worshippers meet, whioh looks upon it as consecrated by
the Name invoked there, as well as by the praises of the
grateful, the sighs of the sorrowful, and the aspirations of
the prisoners of hope, is & right feeling; and, as we shall
lﬁ,hhdﬂhnﬁuﬂhﬂ&ﬂhﬂ:’&m“ﬂmpﬁﬂﬁhm
sbuse of it. By the Banotusry then, is mesnt the place
where men meet for praise and prayer, where the name of
that one living Temple, in whom God and man hold perpetuot
communion, is sontinnaily invoked, and where the ordin-
ances appointed for the light and life of men may freely be
enjoyed. Wherever, reader, your fathers have worshipped,
or wherever your sonvietions may lead you in your search
for that Banctuary in which God's worship is celebrated in
the manner most agreeable to His will ; or, wherever yono
find those ministrations of the Word of Life which are
most profliable to your soul ; or, wherever they meet for
worship who through nearness of kin, or proximity of
dwelling, or from any other osnse bave the greatest hold
upon your sympathies and affectiona—there is your Sanc.
tuary. It is the design of this book to inspire you with
love for that place, ss one among the dearest and most
sacred spots on earth; to persuade you to guard it from
any use that may profave it with degrading sesociations ;
to set before you the obligation and advantage of early
and regular attendanse upon ite ordinances of worship and
instrootion ; and to urge you to susiain its services with
such devouinese and attention as are necessary in order
to their leaving any salutary or abiding impressions on
your soul.

Iop abeolute importance, this suobject may not bear com-
parison with some others that might be named, for Bever-

B2
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ence for the Sanctuary is not direetly the ome
needfal to man's well-being here, or to his

hereafter ; but its relative importance can searcely be ex-
aggerated. As leading to something higher and far mors
valosble than itsell; and, aa indicating, by the manner
whigh it is regarded, onr present character and probable
destiny, it well deserves our most gerions attention. The
mountain passes, whish afford the readiest access to a
popalons and fertile land, mlyblwmhlulmughfﬂtﬂl
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and a broken branch drifted out upon the ocean, or &
little bird, falling wearied with ite flight upon the deck of
& ship that has been driven from her irack, may indicate
to the anxions mariner whers he is, and whither he shounld
stegr for the desired haven.

This subject has so much of importance atb all times ;
bat it has the more now that the indolent and effeminate
habita of these duys of ours, call for special rebuke.
Christian England, half & century, or a century ago, if
many of her soms were, a8 now, in heathen ignorance of
the gospel, did not exhibit the strange anomely of christian
people slighting the ordinances of God's hovse. Men and
women in those days walked miles, and in all weathers too,
to listen to the same gospel which now has no sttraction,
unless it be set forth with an eloguence which few men
possess, or be made as sparkling as an essay full of epi-
grame, or as melo-dramatic as & romence. Nor is it
diffienlt to see the canse of their constancy, They wens to
the houwse of God not to pass an hour with a favourite
preacher, but to folfil a duty—they went to worship God.
Bo for the most part they felt delight in the Banctasry
for its own sake, they were 'glad when the day returned
that they could say one to snother,  Come let ws go into
the houze of the Lord ;" and when delight they hed none,
and to go to the house of God was a frouble to the flesh,
then they had s healthy conscience to urge the claima of



