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PREFACE

Forasmuch as Bro, M, C, Kurfees has somewhat
recently given to the reading public quite a preten-
tious work on the subject embraced in this volume,
whose reasoning is specious but fallacious, it seemed
proper for me, in the interest of truth, and to pro-
mote harmony among the disciples, to review said
work, and point cut its inconsequential reasoning,
that brethren may have the means of protection
against error. [ believe that Bro. Kurfees thought
he was doing God service by the publication of his
book, and that his effort would contribute to the
advancement of truth: hut T am guite sure that he
erred in both particulars, and that his work iz
calculated to do much harm unless its effect is
counteracted,

Bro. Kurfees has burdened his book with too
much learming. thus putting it largely out of the
reach of the average reader. This T have tried to
avoid as far as possible, though I found it neces-
sary to engage to some extent in Greek criticism
to make manifest Pro. Kurfees’ mistakes with re-
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spect W psafle, which, by the common consent of
the best modern Greek scholars, meant to sing
cither with or without an instrument in New Tes-
tament tmes. [ have avoided the use of Greek
letters altogether, so that the Dinglish reader cam
at least pronownce every word employed, and the
meaning may be easily ascertained irom the con-
text and the testimony of competent scholars,

The author believes thalt this book ought
take the question discussed out of the realm of
controversy, and put it among things defnutely set-
tled among candid thinkers. If this be not the
case, then it is diffieult, if not impossible, to sec
how such a guestion could be settled.  Scholarshin,
facts and circumstances have been so combined as
to leave no voom for candid and noprejudiced douht
on the subject, and whatever may have been the
case heretofore, it is believed any further disturb-
ance over the matter of nsing an instrument in
singing the songs of Zion. will be without excuse.
The book reviewed contains the most elaborate and
plausible argument, so far as the reviewer knows,
that has ever been published in opposition to
instrymental music in worship, and it may be re-
garded as the final word eon that side of the
guestion. The author of this review believes that
he has fairly, fully and successfully met and re-

futed Dro. Kurfees' whole contention, and his reply
o
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is submitted to fawr-minded readers m the confi-
dent belief that there can be but one result,

With the single desire that truth may prevail,
this work is sent forth upon whatever mission
Divine Providence may assign it

J. B. DBriney.

Fewee Fallev, Ky.
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