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THE

MORAVIANS IN NORTH CAROLINA.

L
NORTH CAROLINA IN 1752,

Ix 1742 the British Parliament passed an act
by which the Unitas Fratram, or Unity of the
Brethren, was acknowledged as & Protestant
Episcopal Church. By this act the free exercise
of all their rights as & church was socared to the
Moravien Brethren thronghont Great Britain and
all her colonies, a privilege which they did not
then fully enjoy in any other Enropean kingdom,
and which is still denied to the church in certain
other countries, even to the present day.

During the protracted deliberations of the
Parliament, which lasted from February 20th to
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14 MORAVIANE IN NORTH CAROLINA,

June 8th, and by means of many public documents
eollected in & folio volume as Acta Tnitatis Fra-
trum in Anglia, the attention of members of the
Parliament, and other men of high standing, was
repeatedly drawn to the Moravians, both az a
_church organization and as & social body. The
téstimony which Thomes Penn, proprietor of
Penngylvania, had given them in 1747, when the
first act of Parliament wes granted in their be-
half, was sbundantly econfirmed, that they had
conducted themeelves as a sober, quiet, and reli-
g'icma people, and had made many improvements
in their ssttlements which eventually would prove
beneficial to ‘the whole eolony of Pennsylvenia.
Hence it seemed desirable to indnee them to
make settlementa in other eountries also, end in-
vitations and offers of various kinds soon came
in greater numbers than could be complied with,
for want of means and men. Some of these,
refarring to Nova Beotis and Maryland, were not
entertained at all. Another one of the Duke of
Argyle, who wished a settlement of the Brethren
in Beotlsnd, led to no results; another of Lord
“Neil led, in 1784, to the settlement of Girace-



NORTH CAROLINA IN 1703, 15

hill, in Ireland. Bat, for the present, the most
ascceptable offer seemed that of Lord Granville,
FPresident of the Privy Council, whe was the
owner of a very large tract of land in North
Carolins, of which he offered Count Zinzendorf
100,000 acres on very reasonable terms.

At a conference of the Brethren, held in Lind-
say-house, London, November 28th, 1751, it wes
resolved to scoept this offer. The leading ides
of Coont Zinzendor! was the following : He de-
gired that his Brethren might not only have an
opportanity to be of spiritoal benefit to soch
persons as in process of time might seftle in
their neighborhood, sa well as to gain sccess to
various tribes of Ipdiass, such as the Cherokeoa,
the Catawbas, the Creeks, and the Chickssaws,
bot his mein object was to acquire the possession
of a larger tract of land where the Moravians
might live undistorbed, having the liberty of ex-
cloding sll gttangers from their settlements. For
this purpose it was resolved not to make the
good quality of the land the principal ohjeet, nor
to buy detached parcels of the best land, but
rather  to select an umdivided tract of aboni



