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PREFACE.

Waey city people go among forests and hills, they drink in the fresh
air and weird secnery of rural surroundings, with mmeh more velish, en-
joyment, and appreciation, than do the life-long residents they find there.

For the same reason, the great drama of metropolitan existence falls
maost foreibly npon those just from the clear streams and green meadows
of the country. Their hmpressions then are deoper, and their feclings
more intense than if they were eity born and brod.

With the latter fact in view, thiz book i an effort to reproduce some
of tho effoets of eity seenes und character upon the intelleet and Imagina-
tion of two people {rom the econntry:

First, 2 young student, who bas travelled the well-beaten roads of a
colloge conrse, but is jost entering real life, and now for the first time
walks the paved and palsce-bordered strests of which he has heard and
read s0 much

Second, an old farmer, with very little “Dbook-learning,” but a clear
brain, a warm heart, and independent judgment, and a habit of philoso-
phizing upon everytling he sees, which habit Lie brings to the city, and
applies to the strange facts he witnesses.

These, with eertain ineidental thoughts and characters enconntered
and diseussed, constitute the present work. It will be found, as intended,
sketehy and suggestive rather than elaborate and complete. Note-books
and diaries are designed, not so much for the history of a eareer or an
event, a8 a light to the memory, a stimnlus to the imagination, and a help
to the heart. ;



1o Preface.

It is the hope of the author that his book may perform those offices
for you, his readers, and that it will rouse your pity of pain, your enjoy-
ment of honest mirth, your hatred of sham and wrong, and your love and
adoration of the Resolute and the Good, and their winsome child, the
Beantiful.

In which case he shakes hands with his large and loved constituency,

and continnes happy.
W. C.



