ENGLAND
OR GERMANY?



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649383894

England or Germany? by Frank Harris

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



FRANK HARRIS

ENGLAND
OR GERMANY?

ﬁTrieste






BY
FRAWK HARRIS

Erper ComxLy awp OTHEZR STORIES
Monrez tHE MaTapoi

Uspatu'n Warees

THE VEILS uF 1515

ThEe Tioxn
GheaT Dhavs

THE MAK SEAKEIPEARD
THE Wualgxn 0F SiliAKEZPEARE

Suaregprars axn Ihs Love (Pray)

CumTevma iy PurTral?s

Love 19 Yourrii (1w Pacas)
Oscan Wiene s His Loee asn Coxressions

Me, axo Mues, Davexmy LDrAmA)




ENGLAND

OR

GERMANY
P

BY
FRANK HARRIS

NEW YORK

THE WILMARTH PRESS

835 BROADWAY
MOMXEY




Capyright, 1013
BYE-
Feazi TTarwis




CONTENTS

-
-~ ENGLAND OR GERMANY—?
i
=
Chapter Fage
Faravoed: ool iss Lo s, GRS #
}_.:.J'_':‘J I. Christian Morality and the War. ... .... I1
_ IT. The Conflict of Ideals: Epglish and Ger-
el BARH, (idn i kA T el M v 27
...‘_r 1II. England’s Oligarehy ..., oveeivan. 85
IV. England™s Laws, .., ..ccvrininren i, 48
N ¥V, English Justice, .. .oovii v iweiiviiiiean. B3
E- V1. The German Mation and Its Ideal...... Bi
IE- WVII. Paris in the First Weeks of War........ 106
:l\FIIL The Censorship and Its Effects. ..., .. .. 13z
< IX., Who Will Win in the War?............ 147
K. The "Soul of Goodness in Things Evil" 166
X1 Some Effects of the War upon America 177



FOREWORD

Some of the best heads in the world have written
about this war, and vet no one stands cut as having
anproathed impartiality. The firat half dozen sen-
tences always show on which side the sympathies of
the writer are engaged. The Germans all believe
that they have been attacked: Herr Von Jagow de-
clares that the plot against them was got up by Eng-
land; Haouptman is confident that all Germans feel
they are in the right; Harden asserts that Germany
is a law to herself, On the other hand, the Allies
conzider Germany as the aggressor: Anatole France
throws down hiz pen and enlists at nearly seventy to
tight the “barharians™; Wells professes to regard the
Germans as “inferior™ beings; Sir Edward Grey be-
lieves that they desire “universal domination™; even
Dernard Shaw apoears to have regretted his attempt
to =ee things as they really are and agrees that the
Germans must be crushed. And now comes M, Fa-
guet, eager ta shaw that a really eminent literary
critic may alsa be blinded by prejudice.

He beginsg by stating that the Germans are hated
by all nations, and he infers therefrom that they are
hateworthy, lacking at least in amiable gualities.
The inference is plausible, but hardly more. M. Fa-
guet appears to have no notion of the fact that men
are apt to hate their superiors just as they like their
inferiors; in proportion as a man rizes above the or-
dinary he iz sure to be distiked, That is the lesson
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of all penius: Socrates was hated in Athens not be-
cause he was unamiable, not because he “corrupted
the youth,” as his indictment phrased it; but because
he was more reascnable, wiser, braver and more
pious than other men, We mortals crown our great-
est with thorns, The Germans are hated because
they have done preat things in the last twenty years;
they are not only strong in a military sense, but they
have shown themselves a3 successful in business as
in music and philosephy. Their population and
wealth have grown by leaps and bounds, and, strange
to =ay, they have been wise enough at the same time
to do away with poverty, DMuch less would have
sufficed to earm them general dislilte, even if their
manners had been as urbane and distinguished as
they are reputed to be rude and aggressive.

Partizans, especially English-speaking partizans,
are pretty sure to condermn this book of mine as if
it were written in a spirit of bitter prejudice. There
is probably an inclination in me to take the weaker
side, the side of thase who have the odds against
them, for I have often noticed this inelination in
other Celts; but this rendeney, 1f 1t exists, 15 not the
Bias usual Among American writers, In self-justifi-
cation I say that those who would stand upright
must lean against the prevalent wind in proportion
to its strenpth. Of course, one may lean too far and
lose balance; if I have done that, it is inveluntary
and I shall have to pay for the folly.

One curigus fact has given me a good deal of con-
fidence. 1 had practically written this book before 1
eame across the “Eoglische Fragmente” of Heine, [
was astounded to find that the conclusions te which
Heine came after visiting England three.quarters of a
century ago were almost exactly the conclusions
which had gradually farced themselves in on me and
I had zet down after living and werking twenty-live
years in the country. Now Heine was a Jew, and
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apt, as most Jews are, to honer sucesss and material
prosperity such as England possesses, unduly; vet
Heine condemns English laws and the modern Eng-
lish ideals as pazsionately as 1 do: Jew and Celt ex-
amining the subject from opposite viewpoints and
arriving at the same result!

We both condemn the English cligarchy, English
enoblishness and English hypocrisy; we were both
gtruck with horror by the incredible cruelty with
which the Englizh treat the poor, and the unimagin-
able savagery of their laws, mainly directed against
the weak., It was Heine who taught Tatthew Ar-
nold ta see the “degradation of the English working
class,” “the ignorance and zordid narrow-mindedness
of their middle-class,” and the “barbarianism" of
their nobility. Heine left England, he tclls us, to get
away from “gentlemen” and live among ordinacy
knaves and fools as the only man with a clear under-
standing of human squalar.

Yet, though 1 agree with Heine in his condemna-
tion of much in England, T difer from him in having
some hope. The vices of the English governing class
and the savagery of their laws only serve to set in
relief the fact that such of the working-class as en-
joy decent conditions of life are among the finest
specimens of humanity to be et with anywhere
There is, 50 to speak, a well of pure loving-kindness
about the heart of them which is amazing and a
sense of humer as well, What shall be said of that
English soldier whe, after an unsuccessful sally
against the German trenches, called out to his [oes:

“Don't be downhearted, Dutchics; you'll get home
yet.”

It is my admiration of such Englishmen that lends
passion to my hope that there may be a secial reve-
lution in Great Britain 25 an outcome of this war, a
revalution which will put an end forever to the seif-
ish, senseless domtination of the titled class and set



