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MOUSEY, DAN, AND BOB:

THEIR LIVES AND ADVENTUIRES,

At OST children are fond of anfmals : Dogs, Cata,
I aod Birds being those more commonly
petted. I am especially fond of all kinds
of creatures, and find few things more interesting than
the study of their nature and hahits,

Have you ever noficed the pretty little heetles
skimming over the surface of the water in ths spring,
and chasing each other in & circle? They lay their
eggs on the small bits of stick or straw which float on

the water in the midst of them, and on these the
¥
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eggs are hatched in due time by the heat of the sun
I have often watched their funny movements, Then
there iz the conder bee, so called from the manner in
which if detanches the moss, and cards it, ags it were,
for its nest, whieh it makes on the mossy lawn. There
it deposits its honey, and makes pretty cells to keep it
in. Thesa bees are & small community, and are far
lzss pugnaciona than our friend the domestic bea.

The much-despised toad 13 a friend of mine; it bas
such beautiful eyes, snd cen casily be tamed. It is
very corigus to sce it take its food. Its tomgue, like
that of the frog, is placed in & peculiar manner. That
which we gall the root of the tongue is af the entrance
of its mouth, the tip poioting down its throat. When
the toad sees an ipsect or & slug within reach, it darts
ont its long tongus and dmws its prey back with it
into its mouth with wonderful quickness. A gentle-
man once had a pet toad that used to come out of its
hole at his eall, and eat bread-crumba or any other
food that be gave it. However, I am afraid I shall



