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PREFAQE,

A worx 8o brief s the prasent is not often found to require
an introduetion; bat, in this instonce, the task of anthorship
has beem accompanied by mo meny disadvantages that 1 am
tempted to entreat & momentury hearing, Expresaly limitad
by the publisher in the all-importaet ftem of spaoce, I found
myself pledged to compress within the narrow limite of six
sheeta an smount of matter that might well have occupied
three or four ootave volnmes. It will be seen 8t & glance
that no work can be in a'reqrrﬂspmt jmproved hy treatment
so mapid. The historian who is pressed for time perforce
rencunces much that is mersly entertaining. ITe may seldom
venturo into the fuscinstiog regions of anesdote, and ho must
never suffer his wendering Inelinations to follow the fairy foot-
gtepe of Romance. Oun the cihec hand he has fo steor clesy
of the oppusite tvils of condensation, snd aveid lapeing into
s meagre ohronology of events. I bave endesvoured fo fulfil
these condilioms; bub wilh what sutoess i ia nof for ma to
detormine. The main objest fa, af sll events, gained. A
histary with which ooy English stodents and genersl readers
are too little moqgoainted, is offered to them in & volome so
small ihat ils eontents may be seopired fn a single evening ;
and I think I may wenture bn hope that oot even the meat
impatient will refuse ta teavel with me in thres houvs throngh
four-and-iwonly centories of fHme. Tf, then, this little book
of facta should prove to be & friend o8 well as an anthority—
should be found tenthful, readable, and comoise—ahonld lead
one reflesting mind to follow in & wider field the riee and
progresa of o nation so mearly related to us in goographioal
position, 30 mterwoven with the triumphs and dispsters of our
own chronicles, so incorporated with our commereial intereats,
and so lately allied with us in & just and genercus conse—
then, indeed, the hope by which 1 have been mnimated while
writing i will be more than fulliled.

Awzun B. Epwarns,
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HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHAFTER I
FROM THOE RONMAW CONUENT TO YTHE EXTIBOHON OF THE MERED-
VINGIAN AND CARLOTIHGEAN DTHASTIES.
(Bak 1#d-=A.0r, @97}

Tae carly history of thaf delightful territery lwown fo ihe
ancients as Gallis, or the counicy of the Gauls, is so ohecurely
narrated, and in derived, moreover, from ssurcss B0 remots,
as to prefer hot little olaim wpon oor time or cur eredulity.
Bounded by the Rhime, the Alps, the Fyromees, sad the
ooean, it was, by ressen of ite mitwation, subject to porpelusl
invasioms, and colonized by warions peoples, The Therians,
the Phociana, the Cimbed, and the Belge, surcessively overran
the isnd, establiehed themeelves in certain distriets, founded
cities, and introduoed religions. These, In their {wo, emi-
greted when the rosourecs of the country were no lemger
equal to their suppoct: carvied fire end swond beyond ihe
Alps, and poured into Germany, North Italy, Greece, and
Asia Minor. Thms Gallin received snd remdered back her
populstion, and eolonized Enrope.  About onn hondred aad
twenty-foar years beforo Christ, having recruibed their forces at
the terminaiion of the Funic wara, the Romans made s descent
upon that coast which liez between the Alps and the Bhons;
founded & seitlement at Alx ; teok possession of the district
as & Latin provings, and gave to it the name of Provence,
It was not, bowever, Lill filty yoars befors Christ, that Joulive
Casar brought the rest of the conntry under the Roman yoke
B



2 HAETORY OF FRANCE

apd exihlished military government. From this time may
be-daled the civilization of Ganl. With the suecuragement
of sericulture, the distribution of justice, snd the leizmre of
petce, not only the nationsl mimd, but the sofl itself, becams
enriched snd smeliorated. The vine and olive were brooght
thither snd natoralized; the ancient Celtio tomgue, refined by
un admixiare of the Latin, was moukded Inko the Romanesqus
dialect ; bridges, agueduols, amphithealres, and cilits wero
arected; and the oemanlations of Christisnity were hestowed
by the conquerors in retorn for righta ceded to them by the
contuered.  Thus two cemiuries elapsed, and dependence
brought prosperity to Gaul. Inu tho yoar 260, certain barba-
riam tribes of Germany ventured to bisws the Rhemixh frontier,
but were ropulsed and driven homewnrd by the Foman leglons,
The most formidable smene these invaders were the Franlks,
& people moted for their love of Nberty swd ambition of
eongueet. B0 long, howersr, v the wrenpth of Bome oon-
tinued vndisdembed, bey proviwess reevived mmpls s roedy
and, falling, proved the destrwction of countless tribwstaries.
Exhanzied by repested lovies of men and momery, Gaal sank,
towsrds the commenepmeot of lhe fifth ocotwry, into wm
wretohed a condiliom_ that, wiken the warriorsaiiows who bad
long threstennd her honndarien, wnited topether in one over-
whelining leagme and epresd like & destractive torrent
throughout the leagth sad hoostih of the lmd, nothing
remained for ber inbabitants bot a feable ddfence, fight, eap-
tivity, sod submission. This invasion took place o m. 406 ;
and heneeforth, for seventy years, ihe Vandals, the Huns, the
Visigoihs, the Owirogoths, the Franks, the Alass, and Sfteen
or twenty other tribes, somtinned to simggle for possession
of the oomntry. In 476, when order wun in some degros
restored, the district'of Armories had alone escaped with
freedom. ‘The Burpyndians then established themeelves in
the easi—the Visigoths tock possession of a district lying
between the Lofre and the Pyreocce—a colony of Baxons
settled in Lower Nomosndy—~ibe Vandals passcd ou inte



Fabulous 22 arnﬂmuhrmmﬂun“hnmiod it is, how-
ever, dertain that the Franks, albeit the lesat civilied of the

sppested cnly b Seorewsw the Peromity of their dispositions ;
snd Cloris, who teosived from his clergy the title of Most
Chrietion King, hen Jof¥ a reputaiion stained by every crime,
T4 wien dorong the reign of this momatch $hat the Conrt removed
to Patis, Clovia died in the year 511, after haviog soenred to
the Femnka all that distriot whinh lies between the Rhina, the

The socvessors of Cloris, cafled the Merovingion kings,
comtinwed to role over the Franks for mearly iwo centuries
and & half. The histery of this interval is, perhaps, the most
peinfal opon rocord.  Lioenos, barbarity, and crime, were the
titls-deods by which eech monarch held his erown. The ties
of blood end the elaimm of military honewr were alike dis-
regarded ; and civil disoord impoverished alike the people and

B3
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the aouniry. To add to the intricacy of these old chromicles,
the kingdom was froquantly sharad, according to the Frankish
lawe of inheritance, between all the aous of o former sove-
reign ; so that two, thres, and sometimes foor kings wees
reigning, dispuiing, and fighting together. Repested nesas-
aimafions, and that imbecility which is the consequence of &
degeneracy in morals and manners, rednced the race of Clovia
to a weak line of princes, who took no pact in the actusl
government of the kingdem, but pass like » procession of
puppets aceosy th stage of history. From this time the sub-
atanee of anthority was vested in the hads of the Mayors of
the Palace, offirera who held the rank of ahief judge and
steward of the honsehold, and whese dignity was zecond only to
that of the sovereign. Destowed sometimes by the ansioeracy
and svmetimes by the king, this mayoralty at lost hecame
bereditary in the fumily of Pepin d"Heristhal, who stood in
much the same relation to the luter Merovingians as did the
Earl of Warwick to Henry of Lancaster, and Bdward, Earl
of March; or as Diapleix, when gevernor of Pondicherry, to
Mirzaphs Jung ond Chunda Bahib, Tle placed six prinocs
mucerasively npon tho throue, reserving 1o himself every
power end privilege of rogaliy, and sofering the neminal
monarehe b be geen only once in every year, af the preat an
nual mesting of Frank nobility, called the malfum, or Chemp
s Mers, Prisoners atb all olber 4imee, they were axhibitad
with greal powp on theso cecasibos, and ropained to the
sssembly clothed in cegal robes, crowned, and drawn by oxon,
These kings arc eallad in bistory the rofs fwisfests; and
sometimes, from the flowing hair which the descendants of
Clovis were alome permitted to wear, the reis ederefures. Pepin
&' Heriathal died in 714, after baving reigned for more than
twenty-seven years over countty and kings. Tie was snccaoded
in his office by Lis son Charles Marlcl, a man of great enesgy
and coursge, who kept the Fraoks enpaged in fregoent war.
fare, and pallantly expelled the Baracens from Agquitaine in
tho year 732, Thiexry TV., last of the Merovingian faiwdands,
died in 737, and Charles, who would not in his own person



