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FOREWORD

I po not reprint this pamphlet for the
purpose of saying ** I told you go.”” When
I wrote the articles in The Dady Mail, 1
plainly diselaimed the pose of the prophet.
On page 43 of.the pamphlet, as it appeared
four years ago, I said :.—

The facts are not my facts, The ideas’

ares nof my ideas. The case ia mot my
case. I have only repeated and restated
a case which has been stated again and
again during the last five years in all the
Berviee papers in the kingdom. I have
gaid in The Daily Mai what has before
been said by naval and military officers,
and by naval and military experts in this
country, in Germany, in America, and in
France. The case, as I have submitted
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iv FOREWORD

it, is the case ag it has been stated by
hundreds of men of eminence and special
knowledge.

Now that this war has come, I repeat
and stress that statement. Tn this pam-
phlet I told the people nothing new; I of-
fered them nothing on my own anthority.
But I told the people. I offered to the
publie a statement of a case which had not
hitherto reached them because the public
pever read the books, the journals, or the
reviews in which it had previounaly been
stated by naval and military writers,

All I did was to take the facts and ideas
8o often given by naval and military men,
and state them briefly and plainly in the
columns of The Daily Mail. My object
was to make the warnings of the Service
papers known to the entire nation. In that
object, thanks to The Daily Mas, I snc-
oeeded.
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FOREWORD v

If now I were to claim that the prophecy
has been verified, I should have to say
not, *‘ I told you so,”’ but ** They told you
go.™

A reference to this new edition of the
pamphlet will show that T asked four years
ago that Lord Kitchener should be made
‘War Lord, and that he should be commis-
gioned to prepare an army of half a mil-
lion men &s an expedifionary foree for
the defence of Belginm,

‘When the war cloud burst, Lord Kitch-
ener wad made Secretary of State for War,
and his first reguest was for 500,000 men,
~ But T did not discover Lord Kitchener,
At the time when I wrote the pamphlet the
demand that Lord Kitchener should be
given carte blanche in the matier of Army
organisation was an almost mnational
chorns. Neither is the coincidence of Lord
Kitchener’s asking for half a million of
men at all remarkable. That was the num-
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ber of men most military writers thought
necessary for the work.

I need not point ont, in the face of re-
cent events in Belgiom, how great would
have been the effect of the immediate land-
ing of 500,000 British froops in Belgium.

The efficiency of the Liége forts and the
gallantry of some thirty thousand Belgian
soldiers have checked the German advanee,
have dislocated the German plans, and
gained for the I'rench an invaluable exten-
gion of time in which to complete their
mohilisation and arrange their dispositions.
Conld we have put half a million troops
behind the defences of Lidge and Namur,
the German flank movement would have
been rendered impossible.

To-day we are at war. Mistakes have
been made in the past; it is useless o re-
call them., We are at war, and shall be
well advieed to take example by Lord

- Kitchener, and make the best of the means
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at our disposal. Do not let us bicker about
what might have been, let us show a solid
front to that which is to ecome.

ROBERT BLATCHFQRD.
Loxpon, i
Avgust 20, 1014,



