THE UNIQUE MESSAGE
AND THE
UNIVERSAL MISSION OF
CHRISTIANITY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649380893

The unique message and the universal mission of Christianity by James Franklin Love

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JAMES FRANKLIN LOVE

THE UNIQUE MESSAGE
AND THE
UNIVERSAL MISSION OF
CHRISTIANITY

ﬁTrieste






The Unique Message and the
Universal Mission of Christianity






The Unique Message and
The Universal Mission of
Christianity

By
JAMES FRANKLIN LOVE, D.D.

NEW Yorx CHICAGO ToroxTo
Fleming H. Revell Company

Loxpox AND EvinBUuRGH



Copyright, 1010, by
FLEMING H, REVELL COMPANY

Mew Yark: 158 Fifth  Avenue
Chicago: S0 Wabash  Awvenue
Toronto: 25 Richkmond: Streat, W,
London: 21 Paternoster  Squarc
Edinburgh: 1o Princes  Street



Preface

HE purpose of this book is to show that

I the fundumental and saving doctrines of

Christianity are peculiar to the Christian
religion, to secure larger rights for the message
which these doctrines constitute and to help fultill
the universal mission of Christianity.

The conrse of the discussion as thuos indicated
involves questions belonging to the scivnee of ecom-
parative religion; but our aim being practical and
evangelical, we deal with what we consider to be
the cssence of Christianity more than with the
common content of Christianity and other great
relizions. The title which we have given these
chapters, The Unigue Message and the Universal
Mizzion of Christionity, suggests a contrast rather
than a comparison of Christianity with other
religions, and that is the real nature of the discus-
sion. The already volnminous and increasing
literature which may bo classed as studies in com-
parative religion, eovering as it does all phases of
ethnie and Christian faith, may be necessary to a
broad intellectual and seientific study of religion,
and the emphasis which it puts on the common
elements of religions may be servicemble, but it
ought to be obvious that such diseursive method is
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6 Preface

not necessary to the most practical and profitable
religions study.

In view of the ontline of Christian doctrines
which we give, the question may arise as to certain
related matters of Christinn belief.  Let it be said,
then, that we are not inclined to ignore even minor
points of Christian doetrine and practice.  Dut b
must be patent that these corvelative tenets necd
not on all occasions be the subject of defense.
They will indeed be taken care of when the funda-
mentals to which they are velated reccive proper
respect.  Take eure of the doctrines and you will
take cove of the doties,  When a slight is given a
Jhristian duty the cause usnally lies back of it and
is to be attributed to a wrong attitude to religions
authority and a false sense of the sacredness sl
inviolableness of the truth. A full recognition of
Christian essentials and & genuine reverence for
them will foster a respect and jealousy for all
truth and all duties which Christianily preseribes,
A proper saferuarding of the roots and  great
tronk of the tree of Christian doctrine will seenre
protection to every limb and twig of minor but
indimately related matter.

There is o special class of doetrines which one
mnst not aven seem to minify and which some, per-
haps, may expect to find set [orth among the
peculiar and Tundamental doetrines; such, namely,
as Negeneration, Justifieation by faith, ete.  These
arve, indeed, distinetive Cheistian doctrines and be-
long to the very essence of the evangelical gospel ;
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but we conceive of them as gathered about the
great doctrines and as implied in them. They
indicate the way by which these are made effee-
tual and explain how their benefits are procured.
They will always receive a relatively adequate
treatinent by the man who gives a Seriptural
sotting  to the Atonement, Regeneration, ete,
While we do not number them in these pages, they
are not only implied in the discussion but are
craphasized in connection with these constitutive
doctrines. Some readers may think that sin and
human depravity ought to be included in onr out-
line of the distinetive Christinn doctrines. The
Christinn  doctrine of sin i3 indeed peculiar to
Chrigtianity and fundamental to evangelical fuith,
Lot we eonceive of it as having its distinetive
Christinn significance chiefly in the light of and n
its relation to the doctrines of the New Birth and
the Atonement, and f[or this reason have given at-
tention to it in connection with these subjects and
that of futurity rather than in a separate chapter.

All the teachings of Lthe New Testament cluster
about certain predminent truths there taught and
corroborated by Christian experience and illus-
trated in Christian history. Cheistianity also com-
preliends some things which are common to all
religions  systems that represent any degree of
serions thought on the great mysteries of life; but
these common features do not constitute the
essence of Christianity. A knowledge of the
elements in heathenism which are common to all



