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PREFATORY NOTE

Aw experience of twenly years among numerous
Catholic congregations throughout Tngland and upon
the Continent has led me to think that some litle
Zuide, ver}; plain and practical, is much required by the
large numbers of persons whe are continually jeining
the Catholic tanks. The nuestions upon simple matters
of nitual and woership put week by week to the Editor of
the Charch Tenees by his correspandents, appear strongly
to confirmy this opinion. The natare of such of these
questions as are mare constantly recurring has, indeed,
largely guided me in selecting the matter for this little
compilation, and [ am glad to acknowledge my indelted-
ness Lo the Chwret Z7mes, whose clever and plucky
advocacy has s=o largely helped forward the Greal
Catholic Revival,
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PART 1.

CHAPTER 1.
The Ritnal of the Bible,

L. worship must be camed on by means of ritual

of some sort, Al relivious bodies, whether
Christians, Mohammedans, Buddhists, idola-
tors, or whatever ¢lsey catry on their worship
throogh the medivm of forms, and rites, and ceremonies.
A little reflection will prove to us that there is no other
wiay of doing & To siL stll and silently contemplate
the goodness of God, or dumbly appeal to Him in mental
prayer, would be a kind of worship ; but it would cer-
tainly not be a worship that, alone, would satisfy our.
sclves, and we know from the Bidde that it wounld not be
a warship that, alone, would satisly God.  Bodily actions
are, in fact, indispensable to the proper expression of
mental worship.

Forms of words, of prayer, of praise, of verse, of music,
accompanied by attitudes, gestures, and ceremonies,—all
these occur 1o us naturally at onece as appropriate for
wse 1 worship.

But what particular [orms and ceremontes these are
to be we cannot determine for curselves, nor, indeed, as
regards public worship, sre we at liberty to do so. It
is our plain duty 1o look for this end, firat into the Bible,
the inspired word of God ; and secondly, into the tradi-
tions of the Catholic Church, subject only to such rules




G THE CONGREGATION 1IN CHURCH.

and limitations ag our own branch of that Church has
laid down. Happily, there is abundant testimony in the
Iible as to what the ceremonial of worship ought to be ;
and the traditions of the Church are also very clear upan
the subject, even as far bBack as the very times when the
Apostles were here upon earih, carrying out the personal
instructions of their Divine Lord znd Master.

The Bible is full of rituzlism from first 1o last. The
sacrifices of Cain and Abel, with their attendant rites
and ceremonies, were undonbtodly oedered by (God.
‘Those of Cain were, indeed, ceiected, because they fell
short in the matter of ritual. The ceremomal of the
Maosaic period wos appointed again by God, and de-
seribed o Moses with the utmost altention to detall. It
would be Impessible to coticetve any stronger cvidence
of the importance of mtual in the sight of God than
the solemmnity and importance which surrounded these
minuke and elabarale instroctions to Moses afford. For,
we must remnember that the Od and New Testaments
form together the inspired reswlation of but ese religion,
They are the records of twa dispensations, it is true, but
not of two relizions.

It 35 « great and vory commion delusion to SUPpPOsE
that the necessily for cerarmonial worzhip, and the virtue
of it, departed with the Jewish dispensation ; that all
this Mosaie ritual passed away without 15 uses and
lessans ; that the mast holy will and intentions of God
changed completely with regard 1o this subject at the
Advent of our Lord,  Such a notion cannot be made to
agree with our positive koewledpe of God, Whe is the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever ; in Whose sight a
thousand years are ng one day. In the great eternity of
His existence, the whale period of this world’s life is but
a moment of fime.  Is it then, consistent with all that
the Bible teaches us of the unchangeable natore of Gad,
that what He pronounced right in essénce and principle
n one age He should declare to be wrong in esscnce
and principle in ancther? In short, that to this extent
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He should have literally altered the terms vpon which
salvation might be acquired by man? We say, it is not.

Everything under the Mosalc law had its coumterpart
under Christ. The sactifices, the victim, the pricsts, the
temple, the altar, the vestmenis, the mcense, the oma-
tnents, the rites and ceremonies,—all these were purposely
ordained by God, as types of corresponding things which
the new dispensation should bring forth, patterns to be
copied in our Christian worship.

8. Paul, writing of these very matters, says that they
“ooere oy examples,” descrdbed to us “for owr ad
rgmefion” (1 Cor. x. 6, 11); that they were Y shadow
af pood things o eome™ (Heh, x. 1) hat they were * 2he
padierns of fangs in e fegvens” (Heb. 1z 23); that the
ministers of Lthe earthly tabernacle "serne Shad 0kich 0
a copy and shedoie of e feaveniy Giwge” (Heb, vill. g)*—
that is to say, perform Diving S-&:mn. at or in thﬂ-t
Sanctuary, which, being made afler the pattern seen in
the Mount, is the visible representation on earth of the
true Sanctuary, which is in ITeaven.

It iz clear, iherefore, that although the ceremonial was
altercd when the Messiah came, the pecessity for
ceremonial was pmot  That remained as absolute as
betore. It 13 very necessary that this leading fact be
not lost sight of, £ the impertance of mitual is to be
rightly understood.

There 15 no reason to believe that the forms and
ceremonies of worship were roduced §o any grest extent
by Christ and his Apostles In their time. They were
changed, of course, to some extent, but not abolished.
It has been well pointed oul that Lo have dobe away
with the old forms entirely would have been to have
thrown away one great means of making converts,
whether {rom among the [ews or the Gentiles. The
people of those days were accustomed to the worship of
the Temple, and of the other synagogues, and it would

* Revised Version,



