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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tez present is an atiempt to lostrzte in & lyncal
form » few of the principal events in the public history
of Beotland, for which there i sfforded az ample field
without having recourse to local histories and tradi-
tions, or thoee of private families. No endesyor is
made to imitate tha styla of the old Balads: and if
the following places exhibit any portion of the spirit
that characterizes the anclent minstreley, they owe it
to the stirving interest of their themes. The histori-
eal motices annexed to each picec are intended chiefly
to save the necessity of elsewhere looking for dages,
names, and other facts which could not well bo intro-



W ADVERTISEMENT.

duced into the poem itsel; and, although at the risk
of piving those paragraphs a bare and unattractive ap-
pearance, the strong temptation o enlarge and embel-
lizh their matter by the insertion of additional pa:-
sages from story sni ancient sogg, has been aa much

a3 posaible remated.

A plan similar to that adojted in the present eol-
lsction seems the one best caloulsted for modern me-
trical history. By making some striking meident the
subject of & distinet lyrie, wherein the faney of the
poet shall not be allowed to interfere exentially with
historical trath ; and by supplying from the pages of
a standard annalist whatever may be necessary to eom-
plete the general nartative, a varied and pleaging ehro-
nicle will be .prul:iuced, worthy, in proportion te the
merit of its excention, to become a companion to the
greater work.  Without entertsining any hope of be-
ing able fully to ifhistrate the annale of Scotland in

this manner, the author of the Bmited velime now sub-
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ADVERTIEEMENT. ¥

mitted to the public will feel proud indeed if ite recep-
tion encourage him to add other pieces to the collection,
and fresh links to the higtoric chain,  In the meantime,
he trists that nome of the poeria m the series will be
congidered 8 displaying any unduc national prejudice
in reference to old pointa of discord between the two
kingdows now so happily united; but that it will
. readily be widerstuod when merely contemporary feel-
ings are represented, and what portions express sach
sentiments 2 naturzlly and justly arise om 8 retrnspect
of the Past.

Fomrman,
198 Novemdber 1544,
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