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Ara chorch meating of the Pine-sireet Baptist choreh,
Providence, R. 1., holden March 27th, 1840,

It wae wnaririously rosoloed, Thal vut paster, Rev.
John Dawling, ba requeated to publish the discoursas he
preached on last Lord's day, upon the Prophecica sop-
poecd to predict the lime of Christ’s scoond coming, with
sl enlargements and additions a8 be may consider
necezsary to render the work complete ; and that breth-
ren Jobe 8. Eddy, Oliver Bhaw, and William H, Hudeon,
bo & eommitice Lo commurnicale this request.

To raz Rev. Jonw Dewime,,

Dear Pasror—We have much plessurc in eommu-
-nieating to you the sbove voie, and soliciting your com.
pliance, believisg, as we do, that the publication will
greatly snbearve the cansa of religion and truth.

‘We have iko bocor to remain,
Yourn mest affectionately,
JOIIN &, ENDY,
(OLIVER BHAW,
WILLIAM i, HUDBON.
Provideace, B, I. Marck 255, 140,

Dese Baernees—l have received your communiea-
tivn of the F8th instant, end feel happy in consanting to
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the request of the church communicated by you. My
reasona for addressing you from tho pulplt on the mbjeat
of the discoutscs solicited for publication, were & convic
tion of the folly and mischiaf of premuming definitely to
fix + the times and the scasons which the Father hath put
In his own power,” and the tendeney which such atiompts
havs, unless shown to have no foundation in the Bible, to
Pl'l;l;liﬂ‘lﬁ'ult-lpl‘ﬂ-l:d of infidality ; and especially the im.
portance of & corrott undorstanding of thoec prephecies,
from the misicterpretation of which, it has roeently been
boldly proglaimed that the end of the world will arrive in
1843. The same ressons indoce me to comply with your
requesat to publish tho subetance of the discourees referred
to. For the seke of convenisucs in arrangament, 1 bave
thrown them, together with such sdditicos]l matisr ss I
thooght woold add to their valos, inta the form of a
trestisc, in roply to Mr. Miller, with = supplementary
chapter on the Millenpinm. Hoping that the work may
contribots, in same humble degres, to the edification of
the church, and to the sdvancement of the caues of truth,
1 remain, dear brethren,
Your devoled and aiteched paster,
JOHN DOWLING.

Cor. Joum B. Epor,

Opvex Buuw, Egg.

Mz, Wienw H. Hvoson.

March 30k, 1840,



EXPOSITION.

CITAPTER I

IXNTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS.

Taz two great cnds to be accomplished by
prophecy, are first, to excite before the evend, an
expectation of its fulfilmert, and thes o coeour.
age a delightful kope, or promote a salutary fear,
according 83 the prediction may foretell either
prosperous of advorso events, und be caleulated to

awsaken either one or the other of these emotions ;-

and secondly, to confirm, after the event, the truth
of the prediction by its complete fulfilment, and
thus to convinee all, that the prophels were in-
spired by (God ; and to illustrate the ommiscience
of Him to whom pest, present, and future, are all
one. ;
The design of God in foretelling future events,

was not fo encourdge an impertinent curiosity, or

“a



12 INTRODUCTORY OBSEEVATIOKS.

to furnish & minute history of the world previews
to the events, Hence there is always a degree of
obscurity resting upon prophesy before s fulfil-
ment, however plainly its meaning may be under-
stood after the events have come to pass. Boms
of the prophecies mny even appear toinvolve &
contradiction while unfulfilled, and yet the fulfil-
ment itself will show that the apparent contradie.
tion resplted not from the prophecy jtself, but from
the obscurity which was, probably by designm,
thrown around it, in order to render ita fulfilment
& more striking evidence of the prescienca of its
divine author, and the inspiration of the prophet
selected as the memsengor of God o man.  An
illustration of this remark may be found in the
prophecy of Jeremiah, compared with that of
Ezekiel, in relatioa to the captivity in Babylon of
Zedekimbh, king of Judah.

Jeremioh was commissioned to say io the king,
{chap. 34 : 3,) * Thou shalt surely be taken, and
delivered into his hand ; and thine eyes shall behold
the eyes of the king of Babyloo, and he shall
speak with thee mouth to mouth, and thou shalt go
to Babylon.”

Ezekiel bad proclaimed the purposs of God
cobcerning the king in the following words. (chap.
12:18.) “ My pet also will I spread upon him



NTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONK. 13

and | will bring him to Babylon to the land of the
Chaldeans ; yet shall ke not se¢ & though he shall
die there."

The reader who is nequainted with the solu.
tion of these apparently enigmatical predictions,
furpished by Jereminh after the fulfilment in chap.
ter 52, verss 11, sees at once that there is no con-
tradiction. He there learns that Zadekiah's eyes
did behcld the king of Babylon, though he never

w Habylon itseff—and that he was carried &
captive in Babylon and died there, though he never
saw the place. The explanation of the whole i,
that when Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem, * he
put out the eyes of Zedekiah, carried hir to Baby.
lon, and put him io prison till the day of his death.”

New indeed, the prophecy is plaio enough to us;
not so to those who lived before iy folfilment.
Josephus tells us that Zedekiah did not believe the
prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezskiel, for the res-
mons following - It happened,” seya he, * that
the two prophecies agreed with each other in
what they said as to all other things, that the city
should be teken, and Zedekish himself should be
taken captive, but Ezekiel disagreed with Jeremiah,
and said that Zedekiah should not see Babylon,
while Jeremiah said that the king of Babylon
should carry him away thither in bonds; al.



