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THE FOLLOWING POEME ARE RESPECTFULLY INZUHIDED,

BY THUEIR HOCAT OBEDIEXT BERVANT,

THE AUTHOR.






PREFACE.

These poems were the pleasure and recrea-
tion of the Author's leisure. The first was
composed during the past winter, the second
and third about three years since, and the
last more than twenty years since.

Whatever opinion may be formed of the
merits or demerits of the Songs of the Cana-
dian Winter, the Author is confident that
thousands will know and appreciate the truth-
fulness of their descriptions, The three last
are almost exclusively the efforts of imagina-
tion, and as such they will be judged.

If the Author, by this small work, shall
succeed in giving an impulse, however slight,
to the poctry of this land, he shall always
feel gratified ; and if he shall secure for him-
self a niche, however humble, in the rising
edifice of Canadian literature, he shall feel

more than honoured.
1-'






ANALYSIS OF THE SONGS OF THE CANADIAN WINTER.

lat—The stern but gradual appronches of winter @ the first
snows; the blodes dead, &e.  Znd—Partisl retore of aoler power
#ad itz effects; the mortality of insects, & Srd—The depar-
" ture of the birds; the deer; the bear; the fox and the wolf ;
the froge. 4th—The navigntion of the lakes and rivera sus-
pended.  Bth—The raing return, but scon change to frost and
mnow. Gth—Niagars desgribed a3 it appears at thiz azason ; the
Taland ; its duralility, but eertein thowsh slow decay. 7Tth—
Niagara ; the tower ; obedience to the laws of gravitation com-
mon to the great Nisgars and the smallest il ; the eagle fiying
over the cstzract.  8th—Even in the daye of Indian berbariam,
the cstaract displayed the same beatty s ot present, snd
gathered the glorics of ten thowsend trilmtaries.  9th—It nesrly
tlosed the navigetion, till art end industry produced the canal
10th—The severity of winter in the esstern port ; the *“habi-
tant" driving his sleigh. 11th— The young French Cocedisn's
courtahip snd marriage. 12th—Clearing the backwoods ; the
fall of the tres, &c. 13th—The hot of the settler and its Tade
comforts, 14th—The cccupations of the ssttler's family, and
anticipated result in independence. 15th—The gradus] progress
of cultivation ; the orchands ; the “"paring bee” and its enmjoy-
menls  ©6th--The winter becomes more and more violent ; the
bardened sleighs, &e. 17th—The winter sunshine ; the iciale ;
the frost on the branches, &c  18th—The city sccnes of win-



