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PREFATORY NOTE.

Tar records of the getion of the town in eonneetion with
this Anniversary are given in full. It has bheen the New Eng-
land cnstomn to ddeal at elose ranee with all proposed public
measures, leaving thei to fare as they may in the foee of
ohjections and oppositions,  Prom the earliest times in our
town of Danvers this usage has boen enrvied well toward its
furthest limits, The disadvantages of the habit are largely
i appenranee nn]_\", its henelits in ||uic-kcuiug=_'_ the tone of
publie life are most real.  If the wovement i detadl iz not
always smoeoth, its issues i their long eontinuanes are most
likely to be satisfoetory,

The sub-connnitiee having this publieation in clarge have
hestowed el eare upon it. Whatever delays have oe-
curred hiave been due to varions eauses, but chiefly to the
diffieulties conneeted with the eareving on together of a
work of free will by a number of busy men and with ne
measure of time =et for its cortain ending,

The valuable services of Major Frank €. Damon have been
engaged for a short Lime in bringing together and aremnging
a portion of the materials of this publication,



