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THE PURPGSE OF THIS MAGAZINE

The PALIMPSEST, iasued manthly by The State His-
torical Society of lowa, 15 devoted to the dissemina-
tion of lowa Historv, Supplementing the other pub-
lications of this Sociely, it aitns to present the materials
of lowe History in a borm that iz attractive and a style
that 1% popular in the best genge—to the end that the
story r::l" our ct:l;rn ma nw;:nrl.']1 may b rmare \'i"iT.El".ll}l' Trad

and chenshed,

RrwM), F. SHAMEBEALGH
Sapericlendan!

THE MEANING OF PALIMPSESTS

It eatly imes palimpecete were parchments or other
matenals from which cne oy mare wrilings had been
eraged to give room for Jater records, But the eras-
ures were not elwavs complete; and so it became the
F;,l.mi.:l'l.'l.l:ing task of sehalars nat -n-n]:,.- ter teanslate the
later records but also to reconstruct the oripinal writ-
inges by deciphering the dim fragments of letters parly
erazed and p-'l-rth' covered by subsequent lexts,

The history of lowa may be likened to & palimpaest
which halds the records of successive generations. To
deciphear these records of the payt, reconstruct them,
and tell the stories which they contain is the task of
thoze who write history.
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The Vision

Ly wnagination let ns picture the histoey of Towa
as o splendid drama enseled npon a glant stage
which extends from the Ballior o Waolers on (he
righl 1o the Mizszour on the loft, with the Valley of
the TUpper Mississippl as & backegroawd,

Lot us people tlos siage with the real men and
women who bave lved here - mysterions moumd
bailders, preturcsgue red men awd no leszanteresting
white men, Ludians, Spaviards, Freoehmon, explo-
rers;, warriors, priestz, fur traders, adveutnrers,
mincrs, 2ettlers, eountry folk, aud towonspeosple,

Lt the seenes be zel among the hills, on the
praivies, in the forestz, along the rivers, about the
lakes, and in the Lowns sl villnges.

Then, viewing this pazeant of the past, let ns
write the history of the Commonwealill of lows as
we would wriie romance — with life, aetion, amd
eolor — that the =lorvy of this land and itz people
may live, Derr, 1. SHAMEADGH
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