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INTRODUCTION

EDITIONS OF THE PLAY

Early Editions.—There are three early editions of
The Taming of @ Skreze. The first was entered in the
Stationers' Registers on 2nd May, 1594, to Peter Short, as
“A pleant Conceyted histarie called the Tamyinge of a
Shrowe.” [t appeared in the same year in & quarto edition,
with the following title : o Plasan? Conceited Hirtorie, called
The toming of a Shrewe.  Ar it war sandry times geied by the
Right bamorable the Earle of Pemibrosk hir servants.  Printed at
London &y Peier Shert and are to be rold by Cutbert Burbie, ar
Ais rhop ar the Royall Exchange, 1394. The only surviving
copy of this edition, as far a5 is known, is that in the Duke
of Devonshire’s library at Chatsworth, Except that it
frequently confuses verse and prose, the text appears to be
in the main accurate. The second cdition, which was not
entered on the Begister, appeared in rggh. It was, like
the Rrst, printed by Short and sold by Burbie, Copies are
preserved in the British Museum and in the Earl of Elles-
mere's collection at Bridgewater House,  This edition differs
from s predeccssor in comparatively few points, and these
not of much significance. The title-page 15 reproduced as
frontispiece to the present volume,
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The third cdition was published in 1607, bat the copy-
right had now changed hands. The tawing of 2 Sdrowe, with
Romeo and Jultett and Leves Labonr Leste are entered in the
Srationers’ Registers on 2z2nd [anuary, 1606/7 1o “ Master
Linge by direccon of A Court and with consent of Master
Durby under his handwrrtinge.” The guarto accoerdingly
appeared with the 1mprint, * Printed at London by V. S,
for Nicholas Ling, and are to be scld at hiz shop in Saint
Dunstons Church-yard in Fleet street.  1607.”"*  Copies
of it are preserved at Chatsworth, and in the Malone Col-
lection in the Bodleian Library, This edition, following
its predecessor after an tnterval of eleven years, differs from
it and the first quarto in 2 nomber of reading:. In some
points, especially the vse of the plural verb instead of a
singular before two nominatives, it shows 3 more medern
tendency than the editions of 1594 or 1396 Dut the
variants rarely extend to more than a few words, and they
are superficial in charecter. The play in all essentials pre-
serves the same text in the three onginal editions.

Later Reprints.-——The puoblication of The Taming of
¢he Sdrewe in the Shakespearean First Folio of 1623, in the
quarto edition of 1631, and in the later Folios, doubtless
checked any demand for the older play. Thus ir had to
wait for more than one hundred and seventy years after the
publication of the guarto of 1607 before it was reprinted.

T In the same year Ling transferred his rights in the glay to- Joho
Smethwick, wha never pubilished it, but breught out a quarco of The
Taming of the Shrese in 1531,



