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CHAPTER I

Twr Armstrony family, with one ex-
ception, accepted their own  theory of
existence without misgiving, The exception
rebelled.  Unfortunately this sinole enter-
prise  was strategically dl-managed and
returned upon the rebel in suflfocating bitter-
ness ol heart, against which there was no
resource save in private explosions whose
point was lost to the world,

This is how it came about that on a fine
summer afternocon in the year 1876, Eliza
Armstrong, a girl of something over twenty
years of age, declared to hersell with every
evidence of sincerity, that “lifle was not
worth living,” and that she “ did not know
why she had been born.”

The mischicf was that intellectunally Eliza
3



