WHAT NATURE IS: AN
OUTLINE OF SCIENTIFIC
NATURALISM



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649732890

What Nature Is: An Outline of Scientific Naturalism by Charles Kendall Franklin

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



CHARLES KENDALL FRANKLIN

WHAT NATURE IS: AN
OUTLINE OF SCIENTIFIC
NATURALISM

ﬁTrieste






WHAT NATURE IS

AN OUTLINE OF SCIENTIFIC
NATURALISM

BY

CHARLES KENDALL FRANELIN

Avthor of ® The Socialization of Humanity* and
" The Future of the Human Haee™

BOSTON
SHERMAN, FRENCH & COMPANY
1911



IL
HI.
IV.

VL.

VIL

VIIL

IX.

CONTENTS

PreLiminarty ORIENTATION
Tae_Uxstversar Process
Marrer axp ExErcy
InEaLsm

Taz Paocesses or Natone
The Exrewcimoree oF Enznoy
Tae Usrry or Natoze

Tue Law orF Bererrmon
Natorar SeLecTiOR

Scienmieic NaTuaavism

)

20
v
33
45
50
b4

61
68



I am pow convineed, that no great
improvements in the lot of mankind
are possible, until a great change takes
place in the fandamental constitution
of their modes of thooght. The old
opinions in religion, mormls and poli-
tica, are se much discredited in the
more intellectus]l minds as to have
lost the greater part of their eficiency
for good, while they have still life
enongh in them te be powerful ob-
stacles to the growing up of any het-
ter opinions on these mbjects. When
the philosephical minds of the world
<an no leoper believe its religion, or
can only helieve it with modifications
smounting to an essentin] changs of
itz chawacter, s transitions] period
comnmences, of weak convictlons, pare
alyzed intellects, and growing laxity

in the basis of their belief, leading to
the avolotion of some faith, which

are fn this state, all thinking

or writing which does not tend to
promate sich a venovation is of very
little walue, beyond the moment.—
Jokn Siwart Mill,
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I
PRELIMINARY ORIENTATION

Humanity is no longer looked at from a tra-
ditional point of view. A concensus of the sci-
entific thought of the world places Man at the
head of the animal kingdom and explains his
existence by natural law., Life has existed
upon the earth for millions of years. In man-
kind, to-day, it has reached conscions egist-
ence. After arriving at maturity, and reject-
ing our allegorical and symbolical theory of
things inherited from the past as inadequate
and insufficient, and looking about us at Nature,
studying matter and energy in chemistry and
physica, investigating the facts of life and
mind in biology and psychology, and meditat-
ing upon the phenomena of human action and
eondust in economics and sociclogy, we are
ushered into the real mystery of things, and not
to find a solution is to suffer intolerable pain at
our bafflement, Hence Man's eternal search
for truth. But the life of the individual is so0
brief, and the historic peried of humanity so
short —at farthest not over ten thovsand
years—that, owing to lack of time for re-
search and the accumulation of materials, the
action and interaction of the clements and en-
ergies of Nature, even to-day, are deemed in-
comprehensible to the individual, and syste-
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matic accumulations of knowledge of them form
no part of the heritage of the race. Neverthe-
less, the necessity for a credible system of phi-
losophy which will explain the Universe and
man’s relation to it to supplant our traditional
theory of things iz apparent to all inguiring
minds. Its demand is insisted upon by the most
advanced moralists of all nations.

Beience teaches us that a rationsal system of
Living can be based only upon a rational theory
of the Universe; hence it ia the starting-point
in the aolution of the practical problems of life
that immediately confrent ue; it is the founda-
tion of the philosophy which will direct the fu-
ture sociabization of the race, While the con-
stitution of our minds derasnds a philosophy
of everything, yet our investigations of Nature
g0 far, have shown us that it is unlimited and
absolutely incomeeivable. The human mind to-
day is not commensurate with the Universe, but
only with Nature immediately around us. Im
order to conceive a thing, we must limit it; but
for every limit the mind places apon the Uni-
verse. there appears an unlimited Universe be-
youd. B84ll, as the human mind is a reaction
of the environment, some subsequent discovery
must of necessity, in the course of its develop-
ment, make the Universe conceivable, as the
discovery of the rotundity of the Earth and
the development of the sciences of physies and



