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PART 1.

THE HERALDS AND HERALDRY OF
JONSON'S DAY.

1. Madman, 1 bave skill in barroldry.
2. Madman. Hast?

1. Madman. You do give for your creast a
woodcockes head, with the braines pickt out
on't; you are a very ancient gentleman.

—Websater: The Duchess of Malfi, IV,2.






PART I. THE HERALDS AND HERALDRY
OF JONSON'S DAY.

CHAFPTER L
THE SOURCES FOR OUR STUDY.

t-'lN' VIEW of the vast and varied technical knowl-
edge displayed by Jonson in his dramatic works, it
is not surprising to find that he possesseda detailed
familiarity with the science of Heraldry. The
wonder is rather that, although the casual heraldic allu-
sions in the plays of Shakspere have been made the sub-
ject of a monograph, * no one has written, heretofore, on
the far more numerous and technical heraldic passages in
the plays of Jonson. The heraldry of Shakspere has far
less need of annotation. “They may give,” says Slender,
“the dozen white Juces in their coat ;" to which the Welsh-
man replies, “The dozen white Jsuses do become an old
coat well.” 2 But Jonson's heraldic jests are buried
beneath a mass of technical terminology. For example :
“Gyrony of eight pieces, azure and gules; between three
plates, a chevron engrailed checquy, or, vert, and ermins ;
on a chief argent, between two ann'lets sable, a boar's
head proper.” 1

That much excellent satire exists even in such pas-
sagres as the foregoing, I hope presently to show. Such
is at least one of my purposes in the notes that constitute
“Part I1.” But before I annotate particular passages, it
is desirable that I present, as “Part I," a clear state-
\ Hevaldik in Diensten der Shakegpeares Forschung, Seibatsindien vom Alfred

vow Maunte, Bevlin, Mayer & Muller. oy, % Merry Wives of Windsor,
A, 1. 3 Every Man Oni of His Humowr, III, 1; Works, 1, toa.
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ment of so much of the science of Heraldry as actually
appears in the dramatic works of Jonson. This state-
ment, moreover, should be based not on the theory of
heraldry as taught by modern manuals, nor on the theory
of heraldry as it was practiced in its prime, but on heraldry
as it was popularly known and practiced in Jonson's day,
a period of heraldic decadence.

Our most obvious sources for such a study are the
official records of the Heralds' Office, many of which are
now accessible in print. For our present purpose, how-
ever, these records are not our only sources, nor our best.
What we wish to study is not chiefly the heraldry of the
time as it was understood by the officers of the Heralds'
College, but rather, the heraldry of the time as it was
understood by Jonson and his audience. Whatever went
into the popular manuals of heraldry in Jonson's day,
that with most likelihood, we may suppose familiar to
the play-going public. These popular manuals, therefore,
whether written by heralds or by laymen, must constitute
our most important source.

Who were the popular authorities on heraldry in
Jonson's day? Jonson himself has given us one answer :
“5ir,”" says his young pursuivant, Master Piedmantle, “I
have read the Elements and Accidence, and all the lead-
ing books.”+ The former is a work by Jonson's friend
Edmond Belton ; the latter, an earlier manual by Gerard
Legh. Camden,in his Remains concerning Britain, re-
peats these names and adds two more ; he cordially refers
his readers “to Edmond Bolton, who learnedly and judi-
cioufly hath difcovered the firft Elements of Armory, to
Gerrard Leigh, John Ferne, John Guillim.” 5 Guillim,
whose Display of Heraldry, 1610, is the ablest treatise
of them all, gives as his sources, “Ger. Leigh, Bofwell,

4 Sraple of News, 11, 1; Works, IT, 202, ¥ Camden: Remains concorning Brifadn,
t4; Beprint of 18w, p. agf.



