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PREFATORY NOTE.

TrHis volume is reproduced from two papers
that appeared in ‘Blackwood's Magazine’ in
the years 1894, 1895. It bas been thought
that their republication, expressive as they are
of the love and admiration the author has long.
felt for Ireland, and which now animates all
hearts, may be deemed not inappropriate at the
present moment.
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“Tais damnable country!” Such was the de-
scription given of Ireland, now many generations
ago, by an English statesman to his superiors
in London eoncerning the land he had been
sent to administer; and the same phrase, or
the same sentiment in different words, has been
re-echoed many a time since, by politicians and
non - politicians on each side of the Channel,
respecting the island “lying a-loose,” as Cam-
pion the historian in the reign of Elizabeth has
it, “on the west ocean.” This damnable
country! Far be it from me to add the very
smallest stone to the colossal cairn of contro-
versy that bhas been raised over the Irish
A



