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PREFACE.

———

Tee popularity of Corsica is increasing so
rapidly, and information regarding the island
is so difficult o obfain, that these skefches
may not be unacceptable to intending
travellers.
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A LADY'S TOUR IN CORSICA.

—

CHAPTER 1.
PERILS IN CORSICA.

It is strange that Corsica should be as Little
known and visited as it is. Placed within
easy reach of the most unambitious tourist,
oftering him the loveliest scenery and few
gorions difficulties of travel, it yeb remains
comparatively a ferra incognita.

Many people have a vague idea that its
sole claim to distinetion lies in the fact of
its having given birth to the great Napoleon,
and that it is now & land of semi-savagery,
snakes, brigande, and other horrors.

There is not a brigand on the island.

Snakes exist in some numbers, but the
majority are harmless; and, of those whose
bite is dangerous, there need be no fear on
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2 A LADY'S TOUR IN CORSICA.

the part of the traveller, as they are in a far
greater hurry to get out of his way, than he
of theirs.

As regards the semi-savagery, that is
perhaps a matter of opinion. The Corsican
comes of a race of heroes: he is prond,
conservative, and reticent ; phlegmatic until
roused, then dangerous.

The lower orders are full of intelligence,
but their domestic surroundings are utterly
bare and unrefined, and the ecomparative
loxury of our working class is unknown to
and apparently undesired by them. In one
respect the Corsican is certainly uncivilized ;
he is, as a rule, guite indifferent to the value
of money, and prefors his own inherent
idleness, or supposed dignity, to any pecu-
niary advantage. A gun is generally in his
hand, a spade nevor; and he will often
starve before he will work, beg, or cheat.

Rich lands lie nneulfivated, and houses
fall to rnins in Corsica, because the in-
habitants are too lazy to spend a few hours
daily in toil.

On the other hand, especially coming
from Ttaly, the land of cheats par excellence,



