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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue following Diary is reprinted from the volume detailing
the proceedings of the Archaologieal Institute of Great Britain
and Ireland, at Salisbury in 1849. In issuing it separately,
the Publisher is fulfilling the wishes of the lamented Author,
expressed to him a very short time before his death. Dir, Mere-
wether hoped that it might in that form attain a wider ciren-
lation, and by increasing general interest in the antiguities
treated of, tend to promote their more careful local preser-
vation,

The Iflustrations are from his own drawings, oxecuted
during his last iliness, He himself regarded them as most un-
pretending ; but the little volume may be looked upon as a
legacy to hix native County, whose antiquities he began in early
life to study, and never ceased to cstimate as of the highest
National importance.

G, B,

July 1851



L ————

AT ——

- i cat




CONTENTS.

ExAMT¥ATION OF SILEURY HiLL . ; ; . s . B
EXAMINATION OF BABROWS ANT OTHER EARTEWORES AT SILEURY
HiLL AXD AVERURY . i c : - . . . 18

ANTIGUITIES FOUND NEAR AVEBURY . ; ! E F .44



— o — ., ———




THE

EXAMINATION OF SILBURY HILL,

IN JULY AND AUGUST [843,

Avesury, Silbury Hill, Wansdyke, and their adjacent
downs, studded with tomuli and cairns and earthworks of
endless variety and surpassing interest, were known to me
from my earliest youth; and so intimately associated in
my memory have they been with those happy days, and
the pleasure of then contemplating and inmhgnting them,
that it required no greater inducement than the intimation
that I might be useful in examining the progress of the
excavations at Bilbury, en my way to Salmtu ry, to attend
the meeting of the Archasological Institute, to determine
me at once to set off for that purpose. Accordingly, on
the evening of July the 18th, I found myself safely de-
posited at the Waggon and Horses Inn at Beckhampton ;
whence, having deposited my luggage and secured a rest-
ing-place within sight of Silbury, I proceeded without de-
lay to inspect the progress already made in its examina-
tion, which had c.ommenned on the 10th of July. Although,

during my sojourn here, my attention was devoted at in-
tervals to the antiquities uf the neighbourhood, and not
without success, during such times na the workmen were
engaged in the tunnel, in which there was barely room for
two persons to pass, I to confine my remarks in
_this communication to Silbury alone, and to reserve my
other diseoveries for a subsequent paper. Before I enter
into the hill itself, I will ventare to detail some few par-
ticnlars which, although perhaps already known to many,
may yet serve to make this record of what I observed
(and in some respects I alone) more intelligible.

The tumulug was originally formed upon the gradual
slope of a hill, rising from north to south at an angle of
about four degrees from its point of section with the hori-
zontal base-line of the natural hill. The circumference
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10 EXAMINATION OF S8ILBURY HILL.

of the tumulus, after the removal for its formation of the
before-mentioned natural hill on the east, north, and west
sides to & very considerable extent, is 1550 feet; and it is
remarkable, although I have not seen it noticed by for-
mer writers, that the verge of the base is set round with
sarsen® stones, 3 or 4 feet in diameter, and at intervals of
about 18 feet; of these, however, only eight are now visible,
although others may be covered with the detritus of the
sloping sides of the tumulus, and overgrown with turf.
The tumulus rises at an angle of 32 degrees, is in its ver-
tical measurement 125 feet high, and has on its summit
a level ares of about 100 feet in diameter, in which are
gtill observable the remains of the shaft worked in 1777
by the Duke of Northumberland and Colonel Drax, and

e mounds of earth which the excavators had not taken
the trouble to throw in. It 18 much to be regretted that
no detailed account of theso operations is upon record, and
it is hardly credible that they could have been completed
without some account of their and the discoveries
effected, and perhaps even yet snch documents may come
to light.t On the south the original constructors of this
stupendous mound left two narrow isthmuses of earth, con.

% ‘Eargen’ Is the owme given by the in- dmhhhm,nﬂmm;':

habitants of this distriet to the fine com- mn:'l et
white sandatones of whick Awebury John Bigke, of Avebury, ninety-five
piates that be nm:ng:u when the
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of Bilbury Nenia Britosnica, 1798, p. 161 ¢
akelyn, of khampton “ The great hill of gfllmry genarally




