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THE WESTWARD MARCH
Emigration in the United States,

AS AFFECTING THE FUTUERE OF COLORADO
AND NEW MEXICO,

1

The United States has about forty-two millions of inhebitants.
Its annual production exceeds *ten thoussnd millions of dollars.
Ita forsign exports exceed €00 million dollars, gold valoe. All
clasees, it is safe to say, are more prosperous in the Tnited Btates
than in eny country of the world, The popalation increases an-
nually about 1,500,000, due—

Ist. To the natural growih cansed by an incresss of births, an
evidenca alike of the salubrity of the climate and the general com-
fort and prosperity of the peopls.

2d. To an immigration which now amounts to about 400,000
annuslly. In the 50 vears from 1820 to 1870, it has been §,518,-
884, of whom 2,375,005 were farmers,

The character of this immigration may be inferred from the fact
(see the Report of Becretary of Board of Immigration issued in
December last,) that these coloniats hring with them to the United
Ststes an average sum of 800 each. They are In fact, for the
most part, enterprising and intelligent peopls, who, from religious
or political persecution, or & degire simply to acquire land or other-
wise better their fortunes, havegought the shores of the new world.

One effect of thia large yearly incrense in population has been
to induce @ nralional movement from the Faslern Slales fo fhe
West, which bas come to hoave the certainly and uniformity of a
great social law.

*Hy some aothorities six thousand milliona,
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This part of the " new world ”* is showi 3,000 miles in width
from the Atlantie to the Pacific ceeans,

Huving heen digcovered and peopled by Europeans, it was, of
course, settled up first along the Atlantic shores, and the navi-
goble streams communicating therewith. The settlements
extended thence westward about 800 miles to the Obio river and
the chain of great lakes —where water communication again came
in to promote and distribote the westward movement. When,
at last, railroads were introduced, access was afforded to every
part of the interior of the new States, and the growth and produoe-
tion of the West were wonderfully stimulated. The westward
march of population was now faitly inavgurated on its modern
ecale, The emigration from Europe assumed larger proportions
and incressed yearly with the improvements in ocenn travel, and
the opening up of railroad communication with fresh parts of the
virgin Mississippd Valley,

This great basin, drained by the Missiesippi river and its fribu-
taries, is about 1,700 miles in widih, and extends ncarly 1,000
miles from North to Sonth. [Ite esstern border is the low range
known best as the Alleghany Mountains, and ite western rim, the
Bierra Madre, or ** Rocky Mountains,” the back-bene of the con-
tinent, whose drainage is shed sastward to the Atlantic and west-
ward to the Pacific ocean. Bo rapidiy bas this westward move-
ment gone on, thet the ** Mississippl Valley ¥ already contains the
*majority of the people of the United States, and it has even heen
proposod to move the capitol of the nation, from Washington
(which was sufficiently central for the 4,000,000 people who ef-
fected o peparation from Great Britain in 1784) to Bt. Louis, a city
1,000 miles west of New York, but containing over 400,000 in-
babitants, and occupying a mueb more central poeition to the ex-
isting 42,000,000 of people.  In aize, 8t. Louls is the third city in
the United Siates, or was by the last census.

The growth of the great West is measured by the repid inerease
in populution of its large cities:

Chicago, from 4,170 in 1886, to 400,000 in 1874,

8t. Louis, from 12,000 in 1836, to 400,000 in 1873.

Qincinoati, from 23,000 in 1836, to 250,000 in 1873.
Pittshurg {(and suburbs), from 16,000 in 1836, to 300,000in 1873,
- *Population of the States in the Migsiseippi Valley, according to the
cengus of 1870, 18,000,000 add for growth in 34 years, 3,000,000, Present
eatimate, 21,000,000,
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The most rapid growth, however, set in alter the clase of the war
of the rebeilion, 1365, &t Louis, which had 180,000 population
in 1565, has more than doubied sinee; and the growth of Chicago
has been perhaps even more aptonishing.

The energetic huilding of railways which then began, and the
adoption of special and organized elforis by the Brates and raflway
companies to induce celonization to the lipes of thoee roads, bave
cuused this rapid opening up and development of the West, which
is rightly considered ope of the great social phenomens of the 19th
pentury.

These lines of railwey were rarely built to recommodsie exist-
ing population or traffic. They were built shead of both, ©n order
to colonize the country. Their constructlon was necessary to
make it inhabitable, and the lines found at once a luerative bual-
ness in earrying in the immigrants and their household goods,
tools and plant generally, lumber for their houscs, and the first
supplies even of food itself, to start them in their new bomes.

The raillway companies well koew thet this business would sop-
port their lines antil the coloniate eonld fret to work on the virgin
soil and raize a surplus for shipment.

Wheon the Kansas Pacific railway had reached Topeka, in 18686,
the line of Concord coaches from the end of its {rock westward to
Denver and the intermediate country, carried sometimes six pas-
sengers daily, and often none 2§ all. In two yewrs, with the exten-
gion of the rail, the daily trains were running (from Topeka west-
ward) with 400 to 500 passengera each, and from the inability of
the company to anticipate such an iscrease in time to supply the
rolling =tock, it was more ugual than otherwise to see the aisles of
the cars and even the platforme of a long train erowded. Thus
was Kanaas settled, other railway lines having been rapidly added
to join in the work of eolonization,

Tn 1865 the construetion of railways bogan in Ksmaas In 1878
there were 2,600 miles in vperation. The popuolation meanwhile
had increased from sbout 100,000 ta 400,600, the bulk of whom
bad gono there in four vears, In Texas, sinpe 1871, the populs-
tion hag incressged from 800,000 to 1,100,000 ; there having been
sdded to it 100,000 yoarly for the last three years.

When the writerof this paper bogan bis conveetion with railways,
twenty years ago, it wag necesgary to go west by stage-coach a part
of the way toreach Pittsburg (at the eastern edge of the Mississippi
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Valley, about 400 miles from New York), and the construction of
railways was then just beginning West of Pennsylvania. He bas
had oceasion sinee to keep en rapport with their extension through
the West, Tn 16 years thereafter, he was able to travel by rail
across the entire continernt, 3,300 miles,

In 1857 the finsnciel panie interrupted all railway building,
incloding s line then under eonstruction, the Pitisburg, Fort
Wayne and Chicego reilroad, now one of the leading and most
remunerative trank lines of the United States, deriving & revenue
in 1873 on 500 miles, of §3.780,310, and of which over fonr and &
balf millions were net, It found itzelf 4 miles ghort of reaching
(hicago, a promising town which then numbered about 70,000
inhabitants, The enterprice wos, however, taken hold of by J.
Edgar Thomson {then, as now, staoding at the head of the rail-

road men of the United States), who reigsed the money by an ap- ~

peal {0 capitalisty, in which he showed, amongst other things, that
the line would pay, becanre the eclearing of the foresta along its
line, while opening the country to the farmers, would give trans-
portation te the railroad, gince all the lumber would be required
at Chicago, o growing place in o praivie country; which would
also consume the manofactured products of Fittsborg, This was
sixteen years ago. Long sines, Chicago became the “New York
of the West,” for outetripping Boston and Baltimore in popula-
tion: and the Fort Wayne railrond, besides possessing great local
gigniicance, hag become & great national highway for the com-
merce hetween the West, the entire Northwest, and the East.

Even the Penneylvania reilroad, perhape the most important
line in the Upited Btates, wus started hy the merchants of Phila-
delphia (sbout the beginniog of this great hegirs to the West),
not 2o much a8 an lnvestment expocted of iteelf to pay, asan effort
to secure trade aa merchants, and as a matter of city pride. Sub-
scriptions were made and freqaently charged off to profit and loss.
A reputation for public epirit demanded they should subscribe, and
the merehanta paid over their money to this unpromising enter-
prise in much the same spirit that they wou]d have done toward
a public library or a eity park,

1t Is gratifying to know that an original subscriber has received
back in dividends, In 20 yewra, since 1853 (a year before the com-
pletion to Pitteburg) for esch 100,00 invested, the equivalent® of

*Counting the stock dividends at their market valoe whm—ﬁliiﬂ-
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$250 cosh, sn average of 12} per cent. per annum, while the company
has besides & surplus of 9 millions ; and that this road, undertaken
af & daring adventurs on money songidered rather as sacrificed to
public spirit, is now transporting yearly nearly six million passen-
gers and ten million tons, and that it derived an anoual revenue
in 1873 from the 358 miles of main line alons, of $232,308,481, or
net $9,428,273.

The above are only & few of & thousand incidents which might
be cited to illustrate the wonderful extent and rapidity of this pe-
caliar American movement, epitomized by the words of Horace
Greeley, “ (o wost, young man, go west.'

Of what classes are thoss who thus emigrate! Partially
foreigners, but chiefly young Ameticans—pushed out by the large
asnnoal influx from Europe, The young American has inberited
. & genfus for eolonization. He has seen and learned by tradition
of the growth of comfort, wealth and refinement, of the increased
value of land, end the rapid viee of cities and scquisition' of
capital around him in hia more eaeterly home, He starts out full
of eourage snd hope, with no other capital than these gualities
and his strong arm, to scquire the cheap land, and build himgelf o
home in the West. He leavea behind friends and kindred, resolved
to achieve fortune and consequence, and then to return East to
marry and earry his wifeio the new land. He iz enterprising and
full of faith. He knows that his adopted Btate or Territory will
soon become populons, and condein large cities and all the comforta
and luzuries be has left in the Eagt. He hastens to seize the rich
goil, the forest of timber, the conl field, the iron, copper or lead
mine, the fine water-power or the promising tewn-aite, which have
remained since creation untouched in that country of hope.

As be ascquires fortune, and his boys grow up, they too becoms
filled with the inevitable longing. 'The land around them has
bepome in i turn valuable; the seelal and business ehances are
diminished by eompetition; they know the story of their father's
career, and the most enterprising imitate it and start out to ad-
vance gtill farther the line of the western froutier,

All this is but a trulsm to the American, but to the Eurbpean
reader it seems a necessary preliminacy to impress upon the mind
the character and magnitude of this national westward movement,
which i3 caleulated npon by every thinking man in the United
Btates with the certainty of an unguestioned vatorsl law. A few
more illustrations may be interestiog :



The State of Llinsis bas oow nearly three millions of people.
It is one of the richest States of the Union. It contains 7,000
miles of railways, and it is 8 eommon remark that the resources of
eight miles of conntry on each aide of a line in that State will
warrant the constroetion of & new railway. But in 1856-T, when
the writer first visited IMlinols, sod the more aclive construction
of these lines had begun, one might ride by rail across the un-
broken preirie for & hundred miles without seeing & house or
feneo. The lines were built tn advance of popalation—not to
supply existing wants, buf to seftle the country by making it se-
cesaible and enabling ita futura produets to rench a market, How
well they bave succeeded in making this state the * granary™ of
America i3 too well known to require expression.  The lines them-
selves—the machines which have absolotely ereaied this prosper-
ity—have abundantly shared in it; and, with fow exceptions, have
peid a high interest upon their cost,

West of the line of the Mississippi river the spme rapid progress
has continued, building up frst, Missouri, Towa and Minnesota;
then the more westward tier of States—Texas, Kapsas and Ne-
braska—pausing only during the war, to be renewed with much
more startling activity upon its eonelusion. . Here again, with the
extension of the railways westward, one city afier another arose,
along the baoks of the Mizsourl, to challenge, with one or two ex-
ceptions, even their older tier of sisters on the Mississippi,

Omaha, Council Bluffa, Bi. Joseph, Atchlzon, Leavenworth,
Lawrence and Kansas olty—all within a stretch of less than 200
miles—cobtain populations of from ebout 20,000 to near 50,000
each. Practically few of these had their birth earlier than the
close of the war in 1865,

At thet time the writer was obliged to stage acrose the western
pari of the State of Missouri to reach Kansas City, then a place
of leaa than 8,000 people, Now Kensas City has between 40,000
and 50,000 inhabitants; and hetween 1865 and the government
censug of 1870, its population had quadrupled.  Nine vailway lines
{from every guarter) terminate thers, and the ambitious little city
even asserts its elaima as a future rival of Chicago.

The land whers thess rallways intersect at Kansas City was
then, in 1885, a * muddy bottom,” which could bave been bought
for from $60 to $100 per sere. [n four years thereafter (1869) the
railways themselves, reyuiring & small tract for a joint depot, wers




