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PREFACE.

Is un'm!)]in'nu with the wisl: of n number of gentlemen, the puhl'l'_lhllm offer to
the public, in pemphlet form, the reply which lately sppesred v the Cherleston
Courier to Dr. Dewey's remarks on 8lavery. The pamphlet embraces o fow addi-
tlotl prssages by the suthoe of the reply, om on¢ o two topics in the remarks not
before noticed.  The publishers have ales imloded the remnrks themaslves, as gven
in the Charlesion Mercury uf the 18th October, from Northern papers, Thev sre
extracts from the address delivered by Dir. Dewey at the Blm Tree, in Sheffield,
Mamuchusctts, in Beptember lnst. Tt is presumed that thoy are cormect, gnd thst
a reference to them may be convenient to the readers of the reply.

Nuovesnsr Tth, 1856



TO THE REV. ORVILLE DEWEY.

e —

“In the right of your own poor thoaght” which, you say,
“cries to heaven in its very weakness,” yon have denounced
Sonthern society, in your Elm Tree oration. Yoaur friends, in
this region, thought themselves able to say that you would nof
espouse the vulgar topics of the multitnde; that your literary
taste and gentle philosophy would keep you aloof from the
eoarse slimulant which sn mneh delights the passions of the
people around you; that you would not, at least, sesk an
opportunity for indnlging their gross appetite for abmse on
Sonthern manners and morals. Buot we are not surprised that
the confidence has been misplaced. Tho occasion was too
alluring—the exciting subject, the sympathetic andience, the
obvions expectation prodnced by your sojourn for two winters
in the very heart of Houthern society, in the midst of Sonthern
families, with every opportunity afforded by their unsuspi-
cions hospitality for marking the omissions and commissions
of Southern lite, and registering the misdeeds of the Legreas,
which you have detected,~-all thisinvolved a temptation which
it wonld be unreasonable to expect you to resist. Your virtnes
are not ascetic. Why shonld yom refrain from gratifying the
eager appetite for detraction on the Houth which pervades your
peoplei Why impose on yourselt an unprofitable eelf-denial
in reference to those whom you never expect to see againi
You have slready reaped all the frnits that the Southern field
directly produces, and it wassonnd philesophy to securs from
it the indirect ndvantage which its offences afford. Youar com
demnation of the South gives pleasure to your friends, and
profit to yourself.: It would be foolish to expect thet an idle
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motive of delicacy should be allowed to debar you from so
mueh enjoyment.

But although not surprised, we are nevertheless grieved at
your Elm Tree declamation. Tt strikes na us, somehow, not in
strict aceordanee with true moral taste and sound judgment.
Thereo is in it something not easilv reennciled with the position,
g0 lately held among us, which has enabled you to say, “the
planters confess this,” “the Southern gentlemen admit that ™y
it has done general harmm. The advantage which yoor visit
gave you for preparing materials in the Sonth for a epeech in
New England eould bardly be used as yon have used them,
withont injury to the great cause of hospitality and social life.
It must produce distrust in the Sonth on ail fature occeasions.
They received you with unsuspecting cordiaiity ; your seizing
the first opportnnity to assail them may serve to close their
hearts and bhouses against future lecturers from the same
quarter. People do not ordinarily invite detraction to their
homes, however willing to be hospitable. You have added
another obstacle to those before existing in the way of social
interconrse between the two sectinns of the country. The
reflestion must be painfuol to every man. The worst would
avoid it. It reminds us of the Eastern story of the Amir and
hiz horse. The Fmér Hamid wus weulthy and charitable.
Among his riches was a horse, which he valued above them
all. The steed was the floetest and most enduring in Arabia.

" A neighboring chief envied the Eindr, and wished to lay hands
on his property. In vain the chief used every urt of persna-
gion and offer of valve. Mamid was deaf to every thing,
One day ss he was riding his favorite horse in the desert, he
saw & man lying on the ground, writhing and groaning and
uttering cries and supplications for aid. The Emir dismounted
and hastened to help the affficted stranger. At that moment
the chief, for it was he, sprang from the ground, leapt into the
aaddle, and galloped off on his prize. The Hmir, waking from
his surprise, called out to the flying robber to pause for an
instant. ** My friend,” said the Bmir, * yon have gained your
end, but; I pray yon, never tell any one in what way you
have succeeded. Tt may prevent travellers from doing deeds of
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charity by the way side.” The story®adds, that the plunderer
ropented, restored the horse, and the parties became good
friends ever after. Youn would rob mns of property and good
name ; whether the attendant circumstances are not aimilar,
and whether the last act of the repentant robber be not worthy
of imitation, it is for you to decide.

We can soi nothing new or strong in your attack on slavery,
Your reasonings, however applanded by your hearvers, are
feeble and flimay to ns. Notwithstanding your emphatic decla-
ration to the Southern people, “youn are in the wrong; you
are certainly in the wrong; your judgment is wrong; your
conrse is wrong'; the argnment of your speech does not weigh
with them a straw, and your solemu sssurance is without
authority.

“Tf & man,” yon tell us, “ghonld throw his lasso, in the
hunting grounds of Africa, over the neck of a wild horse and
subject him to domestic mse, it wounld be right. BEut if he
should throw his lasso over the neck of &8 man roving wild
and free in the wilderness, shounld tear him from his wife and
children, put chains on his limbs, and sell him into hopeless
bondage, we should pronounce that a monstrous wrong,”
“And no talk,” you add, “about eivilizing or christianizing
or improving "the African race, could ever stand against that
conviction.” It is characteristic of the mode of reasoning
which the Abolitionists use, on the subject of slavery, that
something is always introduced into the statement which does
not necessarily belong te it, and 20 uses and abuses, substance
and accident are mixed up in endless confusion. Divest your
statemnent of the mere rhetorie, the pomp and cireumstance,
the lasso, the hunting sround, the tearing from wife and chil-
dren, which would vithic your argument if thrown into logical
forin, and it amouonts te this—you mean to say that thoe seizurs
of a tribe of wild Africans, and transporting them to a country
where they will be civilized, christianized and improved, wonld
be & monstrons wrong. This is your propesition, fairly stated,
and relieved from the ornaments which a professed rhetorician
s0 naturally finds in Lis way. This is your position, and, if T
were aeeustomed to deal in ex-cathedra p]erB'Bﬂ, I would say,
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a8 Fou say to nsl " you ard in the wrongs j.rdnkre dertainly i
the'wrotig i vour jidgment 8 wrong ) yodr eutirse'ts wrong™
Yoéu andérvalie the blesings of civilization; the v greator
blessings of ‘Christianity; if you thimk them dearly bought by
the rétraints fmposed, in s Obristian land, on heathén savages.
You prefer to those blessings the wild freedom of the barbarian;
halplésa and’ hirpeless, for ages past-and apes to come. Are
you wot confounding the means with the end ? - The wild man’s’
brute freedom ia not the end of existeniee,- Freedomis'a means.
only. for reaching the great piirposes'of human life. These are:
tinth, virtue, sound meérsld, pure veligion, human happiness:
here and heréafter. Tiie tarms of your proposition admit that:
thée wild man - reaches them, und éan reach them; ot by his
freadom, hut by slavery only. Yon decide that they are not:
worth the price thus paid—better u- wild freé savage, than a
Chiristidn slave! Yon belong to those whe “bawl for freadom
iti their senseless mood,” and do net kmow that they-who wonld:
ba ffen % mnst first ba wise and good™ The ﬁ'vaadomthatym:
wounld preserve hes neither wisdom nor goodness:  It'is license,
not Hberty. - It ia the freedom of the wild horee. 'Tt+s sttended
with bratal ignoranee, superstitions, gross, stnpid, devilish, with
the cruelty of the eanibal, the carnage of endless strifey the
horrors, so-hideous, of heathen African lifo, The African who
is brought from it to slavory, blessss God for the change. Bup
you think-sll these things are better; with wild freedom.: than
civilization and C-ilrmtlmty, with the restraints:of slavery in
a Christian land. Snrely, sir,; thie is strange doctrine for a
COhristian teachar. Itis wot the doctrine of the Apostles and
Prophets: Puul and Moses would repudiate it, and brand it
an heresy, as hostile to the tesching which accounts all things
to be but dross, in comparison with the excelleney of s life in
Christ, In civilized society we fetter this wild freedom which
you-s0 much admire, by the involuntary servitude of the peni:
tentiary, for long -yesrs; snd for life. We subdueit by the
prison; the hangman and the gaows. We limit it, atevery
turn; in every department of society. Why will you permis
theso abmaes of wild freedom to exist? You take life to ensure
ordér in the Btate for others, and- you think it a monstrons
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