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Of the works of this author the {ollowing criticisms
have been expressed:—

The Fhiladeiphia Caff: “Hix siyle resemhbles Shake-
apeares’, vet he evidently ia no copylat.”

The Bosfon Commontegddi: ' Pattérning after the im-
mortal Bard, Mr, Welcker has produced some exceplionally
strong works, pore and elevating in tone, and showing the
hiphest development of the poetic and dramatic genins.™

Mid-Contineni: “Therels great power evinced in these
dramas. The arrangsnent of the plots shows constructive
skill,and the imagination of the anthoria cultured and poetic.
The dramas, from a literary standpoint, are supetior, and
we predict a great socersa for their atithor, "

Chicage faler-Cogan: **The adthor, while open to the
charge of heiné an imitator, nevertheless possesses gpood
dramatic talent, and a peninus which makes him much more
than an imitator."

The Washingfon Fuedlic Opindon: “ These dramas re-
mind us very much of Shakeapeare. There is real merit in
them: =0 much so that they ingline ua to believe in the trans-
migtation of souls. " .

The Sfrafford- LUpon-Avon Hepald, on February 23, 1887,
sald: “ This grentleman vead his drama, Lonis XV in town
hall, en Saturday eveaing last The mayor, {Sir Arthur
Hodgron, K. C. M. G..] presided, and among those present
were Mr, C., E. Flower, by whoze munificence the Shake-
apeare mewmorial was erected, the head masier of the Gram)
mar School, Mrs, Laffan, (Mrs, Leith Adams, the onovelist,
and other Shakespearian scholars. The drama consists of
five acts, four of which bedr unmistakable evidence of being



gkillfully constructed, and conilnin considerable dramatic
art. Some of the characters are drawn with gpreat power
and effect, and many of the passages contain very fine
poetry and genulne feeling, T.ouis XVI is a pletureague
drama, and Mr. Welcker certainly possesses talent of no
ordinary kind."

The rendwned schalar and crific, John Stuart Blackie,
wha presided at the reading given by the anthor, in Edin-
burgh, Scotland, wrote;-—

“TrivErsITY EDINBURGH, |
“March 4,[1B87] {

"1 had the pleasure last Wednesday of being présent
at the puhlic reading by Mr. Adair Welcker, of his drama
L.onis X¥VIL. I was veyy favorably impressed with the
great knowledge and akill with which he had brought some
of the moat striking sceoes of the French Revolution into
a form well suited for dramatic represeatation, and not less
with the freedom, grace, point, and directness of hia Eng-
Heh siyle. T hope that the time is not far distant when
cotipositions of auech pregaant historical significance and
auch vivacity and viger of expreasion shall become miore
comnmon than they have been latterly in the repertoc, of

Lhe Faglish stage.
“Tonw 5. DLackie™
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Copies of thin work canfiot he obtained in an¥ other
than mannacript form. Dearing the existence of the anthar's
copyright inm the T 5., and during the existence of hia com-
oo law rights, prioted copics will moet be sold: wnor will
they be gold In Great Britaio ezcept in the shape of manu-
script copies, if the eotmmon law of that coontry will pro-
tect the aothor. :
The author will make and acll astograph manuscript
h& for ane thonsand dollars a copy. People nol earing
to pay thatl stm can cither make manuscript copies them-
selves, of hite other peoplé tu muke thewn, and boave their
copies bound to snit their tusles ut any booskbioder's,
The terms of this apnounvemneot apply also to the play
T.ouig VI, referred to in the press potices beforg piven.
The author has himself made fifly-Tour manuscript cop-
ieg of the play Louwiz XVI  Of these, copies have been pre-
sented to the institations nated helow. A\ the play Lonis
EVI will not he psblighad in the 11 4. duting the existence
of his common law rights and copyright, except in the
shape of manuseript copics, and oot otherwise abroad, if
foreign laws will protect him, those wishing copies of that
play will have to make them, or hire others to do it
manuscript form, from the copies which the author has made,
Copies have been presentedto; The Century Clah, New York
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Authors” Club, New York: Players” Club, New York; Win-
ter Memorial, New York; Savape Club, London; Henry Jrv-
ing's private Hbrary, Tondon; Lamb's Clob, New York;
Edinburgh Univeraity, Scotland: Harvard, Yale, Howdoin,
University of Morth Careling; New Fork World, Sun, Hos-
fon Herald, Kale Field's Waskingioa, Chicage News, Fhife-
deiphin Ledper, Review of Reviews, [ovdon, and London
Times (for review], Emerson College of Oratory, Hoston;
New York Press Club;, Sofarddy Nrrvicw, Loodoo {for re-
view]; Preas Clab, Washington;, Sorosis, Kew York; Press
Club, Chicago; Press Clubh, Boston: Loodon Athedgeum (for
review); Press Cilol, Fhilasfciphia; Fress Club, St Paul;
Preas Clib, Toledo; Press Cluoh, Brooklyn; Mercantl

Clob, St. Louis; DPress Club, Baltimore! Press Club, Pitia
burgh: University of Chicapra, Princeton: Press Cloh, In-
diasnapoliz; Fik's Cleh, %t Louwis, Wellealey College, (To-
versity of Cinginngti, Aandoyer ‘Theplogical Seminary.
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ACT I

SCENE L—Nipght in Bume, The time iz in the relpn of
the Frnpetror Mero.. A rooul, through a window in which
(Lo B} the Coliseum is aeen, with the moonlight falling up-
on it.

Fravia=TaAsSILIUS, DISCOVERED 0¥ TIE WINDOW,

far. How calm and peacefn] seems this hour of
" "nightl
See how'the moon's soft rays come gently downward,
As if the watchful angels up in heaven
Had sent these cooler mavs down from the sky
To rest so softly where the hot suu blazed,
That then the tumults of the apgry day
Arc soothed to silence. The cres of pain arc hushed.
The soldier’s tread, the rattling car of war
Break not the sileace of the peaceful night.
_ 'The loud discordant jarrings of the day
Seem ever present where there is injustice,
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But all the healing elements of the night
In silence, work unseen,

Bas. Tis but a respite;
To-morrow surely comes and, like a nightmare,
Takes on itself the dreary shape and visage
Of what was yvesterday.  And so each day
Has in it pictured forth scenes of oppression;
The hideous inequality of rights; '
The self-same picture of a tyranl's power;
The merciless greed peculiar to mankind,
And I to-morrow am drivea to th' arena,
To fight with beasts, and murder other men,
I one time thought this world of ours was human:
But, by the mass of wrong [ sec around ma,
The cruel cowardice by which the strong ¢'ercome the

weik,

I see that each man has within h's oature
The passions of all beasts upon the earth.
I've seen the serpent coiled within his eye,
The fox, the tiger, and the muorderous shark :—
I've seen them all in men.
such is humamity, with this exception, —
There's something seldom used that's Godlike,
To curb this world within him,



