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To
Hm Exczuimney Y Mosr HoNouzArz

Tux MARQUIS or RIPON, E. 0., &, M. 8, I,

Viceroy and Governor-General of India,
Ohancellor of the Uﬂwwnbg:_rf OJaloutta,
. &e.
My Loan,

Tax Government of one-sixth of the earth’s population, differ-
ing in race and creed, with many infiammable elements, iz &
task demanding the greatest care and wisdom, The difficulty
is incroased by the wdministration being largely in the hande
of foreigners, its head, generally a stranger to the country,
holding office for only five short years.

The state of the people fortids Government standing still.
On the other hand, it is possible, with the very best intentions,
to make changes the evils resultivg from whick woold far
counterbalance tha good. In mome cnses, the Viceroy hss mnot
to take the initiative, but to watch over meaeures introduced
by his predecessors. It is s misfortane that the originator of
a scheme in India is gemerally unable to guide its working,
upon which 8o much &ﬁnd&- Like Solomon, he must *leave
it unto the man tha shall be after him."

Powerful vested interests and party claims have aleo to be
taken into acconnt.

- Under euch eircumstances it is ‘f‘mdaﬂt to have important
nestions viewed from different stand-points before coming to &
35131:;1031.

- The subject on which I ventore to address your Lordship is
one of the most wm:fhb%:h};t onn come bafore yon—the edueation
of the mnt‘?‘. 5 Northbrock justly remarked, in &
University address, It would be bold indeed in me to venture
to give any authoritative opinion ‘:Euenn the effects of the spread
of ednestion in Indis. I doubt whether any of those here pre-
sent, however earnest they may be io the camss, could venture to
prophesy what the effacts of the epread of education im India
may eventually be.”
lford Lytton spoke of the change now going on in Todis as
® the grestest and most momentons revelubion—at once speial,
moral, religions and political—which perhaps, the world haa
T Eancation . rapid Acoording to th
neation is rapidly spreading. According to the trite eay-
ing, ‘“Knowledge is power.” Tghathm- it wlﬁ prove a blessing
or » curse depends upon the wnxrin which itis employed. The
stream resembles its source, The effects of education turn



2 INTRODOUCTION.

largely npon it character. *If we go sericusly wrong,” ea
Dr, Myumy Mitchell, “in the sducational eystem we sei up, the
error may soon be irretrievable, and the consequencea fatal.’

When & witness gives evidence before a commission, the first
inquiry is ﬁenamlly' abont hia meana of acquaintance with the
!::gz:cb. writer may, therefore, be permitted to state that
he has been connected with edncation in the East for nearly
forty years. For about twonty years in eucceseion he has made
the cirenit of the three Presidencies of Indis: he has wisited
every country in Europe noted for the excellence of ita schools,
as well as twice crossed the Atlantic. He may also venture
to add that some previons remarks on the same enbject, sub-
mitted to Lord Northbrook, were favourably received, and, it is
believed, had some influence.

An endeavour will be made to take all the circnmstances
into consideration. Hchemes will not be brought forward which,
however good in themselves, are impracticable on account of the
expense. Nor, again, will changes be proposed inconsistent
wi%x the avowed priuciples ll:if ac?ummntdaﬂunuﬁon.

very important step wi B i praciice or
by the approval of loan?a of the mngpl;ﬁing:{ihﬁ aﬂl;nnﬁunht.u
or officers of Government. The writer will sometimes appear
to have needlessly dwelt on what are platitudes, to have wasted
Isbonr in “glaying the elain.”’ But there is etill & consider-
able amount of ignorance in India aboot what are considered
educational troisms in Korope. Bome influential men still
ropresent what may be termed the *middle g" of Oxford.
If thers is any recognised principle smong enlightened educa-
tioniste ab home it is, that teachers onght to be trained. ¥at
Dr. George Bmith, himaelf an e:lsperimad ednoationist, said,
“In » backward country like India the Normal Bchool is the
root of all smccemsful education....It is ead to be omder the
necessity of writing such platitudes year after year; but it is
necessary.”’ * : - :

The writer's conrse in India is nearly ran. The shadows of
life begin to darken. Before he leaves the country where his
bost years have been spent, he would eeck to make another
effort both for ite poor toiling millions and for their natural
leadera. He takes encouragemeni to himself from the remark
of a former Vice-chancellor of the Calentta University: ' Men
abstain from doing good or attacking evil when the opportunity
ia plain before them, for lack of faith in their individual power ;
bat it is no new lesson which science teaches when it says that
no epergy, however feablo, ia ever lost, and that no exertion
is without some avail,”

& Priend of India,




PROGRESS OF GOVERNMENT EDUCATION IN INDIA.

Befors entering into details, it may be well to give a very

brief sketch of what has been hitherto dowe. It will show the

t evila resulting from ill-advised schemes, the necessity of
watohfnl snpervision, and the practicability of improvement.

Early Efferts—The Calcutta Madrissa, or Mubammadan Col-
lege, established in 1781 hy Warren Haaﬁugs, seems to have
been the first educational inetitntion foonded by the British
Government in Indis. It was followed in 1782 by the Sanskrit
College of Benares. The discipline of the College was to be
“co sble in all respects tc the .Dharma Bhastra in the
chapter on edycation.” The scholars were to be examined four
times a year in the presence of the Resident, “in all euch

of knowledge as are nof held toc sacred to be disoussed
1n the presence of any but Brahmins.”"*

The Poona College was fourided in 182]1. The Peshwa had
annoally distributed a large sum of money among the Brahmins
noted for their learning. Mr. Chaplin, Commissioner of the
Dekkan, proposed, ssaless objectionable methed of apending the
funds while the original object wae in some measure kept in
viewbotlglat part of the grant should be devoted to the support
of & Lozlage. :

On the ranewal of the East India Company’s Charter in 1813,
the following clause waa inserted :

“A gum of uot less then a lnkh of Buopees (£10000) in each year
shall be get spart and applied to the revival and improvement of literature
and the encouragement of the lesrnsd natives of Indis, and for the in-
troduction and promotion of & knowledge of the mciences among the
inhsbitsnts of the British territories in i

No steps, howaver, were taken by the Indian Goversment for
ten years to carry out this measure, and the money was lefi to
accumaulate,

In July 1828, the Governor-General in Coancil resolved, that,

“ There should be constituted s General Commitbee of Poblie Instruc-
tion, for the purpose of ascertaining the state of public education, and of
the public institntions 4 for ita promotion, and of cgneidering, end
from time to tims snbmit to Government, the sugmgestion of such
measures os it may & expodient to adopt with & view to the better
inatruction of the people, to the introduction ameng them of ueefnl kmow-
ledge, and to the improvement of their moral charneter,”

® Eer’s Beview of Public Instraciion in the Bengal Presidency, p. 185.




4 PEOORESH OF GOTEENMEKT EDUCATION IN INDIA,

In 1826, Sir Thomss Munto established & similar Board of
Poblic Instruction for the Madrse Presidency. The Bombay
Board of BEducation wes constitated in 1840,

Until 1835, the Bengal Committes of Public Instruction was
mainly in the hands of orientalista, the study of Sanskrit and
Arabic receiving special attention. “The medium of instruc.
tion,” says Msacaulay, “ was orienta!, the whole scope of the
instruction waa oriental, designed to conciliate old prejudices,
snd to propagate old ideas.”

Introduction of English.—Intellipent Hindua falt the need of
‘an edocation better adapted to the wanta of the nineteenth
century. In 1816 the Hindu College was established in Calontta,

y through the efforts of David Hare, a watchmaker. The
studies included the works of Locke, Adam Bmith, Ehakespere,
Milton, and other writers.

Dr, Duff’s Institution in Calentts, commenced in 1830, gave
& great impulse to the study of English. His views were ﬁld
by the late Lord Macaulay snd BSir Charles  Trevelysn,
Lfacsu‘lu , in & scathing minute, exposed the absurdity of teach-
ing at the publio expensa, " Madical dootrines that wounld
disgrace sn English farrier,—Astronomy, which would move
lnughter in girla at an English bosrding school,—History,
abounding with kinga thirgw feet high, and reigns thirty
thousand ndyem long,—and grnpl;{, made up of seas of
treacle and sess of bufter.” Hoon afterwards, Lord William
Bentinck issued the folloewing order:

“His Lordehip in Council is of opinion that the t object of the
British Government bt te be the promotion of European literaturs
and soienoe amongst the Matives of Indis, end that all the funds wm
pristed for the purposes of education wonld be best employed on Eng
edocation alone."

]![aunnla?' subeequontly explained that the General Com-
mittes, in “advocating Englisb a5 the beat medium of instruction,
had in view those classes only of {he community who had means
snd leisure for obtaining a thorovgh education.” * When the
object ia meraly an elementary edeeation, it may be most sasily
imparted to the natives in their own language.’

The Robammadan College—The frighiful abuses conmected with
this for about a century will be detsiled at soms length for
an impﬂrtbmnl?ﬂﬂﬂ which will be ﬂ'ﬂmnﬁ&.

Its original design was o sup nhsmmadan law offieers.
Tt was consigned fo the unoontrolled management of Mubam-
wadan Professors, who “ professed to teach Theology and Law
according to the Koran, the Commeniators, and the Traditionis
and Boience aceording fo the Greco-Arabio system of Bag
and Bokhara.” '




