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PREFACE.

Tre best preface to this little work will be an necount
of what has been attempted in it. The utility of
exciting in the minds of young perscns & fondnsss
for gardening is universally admitted.

That there ere several excellent works, intended
for this purpose is undeniable, but the suthor thinks
that, generully speaking,.they-sre too technical, and
likely, from the practionl difficulty of their instroctions,
and from the time and expemse required to effect
what they propose, to discourage rather than to gid the
attompts of the young gardener,

A child who would gladly gardes, and raise flowers
by his own skill and lgbour, is mortified st reading a
deseription of beantifol plents which he sannot hope to
succeed in rearing, for want of the hot-bed, stove,
fnming*hﬁtllﬂ. &ﬂu muhﬁll for their culture, 3“1‘; all
the nseful part of the cconpation, as & rational and inno-
cent recpeation, tending to form habits of industry,
order, and cbservation, may be aftained in o garden,
where nothing but the more commoen end bardier plants
are eultivated.

In the present work, two children are supposed to lay
out and complete a small garden, which they stock with
such shrobs and flowers as many can obiain, by a
judicious indulgence om the part of their parents and
friends, and by means of their own activity and intelli-
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gooea, without the necessity for more pecuniary expen-
diture than most children are ecabled to make.

Ii is obvions, bowever, that by mther exceeding these
limits, opportunity might be afforded for instructions
that may be neeful to some, while those who are not able
or willing to attempt 8o much, may seleet or sbridge, es
it were, the garden and its contents ec ws to suit their
own means and inclinations.

The conversational form wes adopted as being gene-
rally considered more captivating, and lesa tedious to
young readers ; snd as giving en opportanity of intro-
duping digressions on natural history, which, though
necessarily brief and simple, may relieve the tedium of
technical precepts, and foster o taste for that delightful
study, An attempt has boon made to give the principle
on which the operations of horticulture are founded, as
deduced from botanieal physiclogy, of the most ele-
mental kind ; sueh s i# contained in the Elements of
Botany.,

Tt may, perhapes, be cbjected that the children talk
rather too lesrnedly, but this is inevitable if insiree-
fion is to be conveyed. If the conversation of children
weré mede maedwral in books, it might entertain, but
eould not dsach much: and no more knowledge is pre-
supposed in the present work on the part of the eldest,
then may be acquired by the younger, and sli readers
of her age,
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