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PREFACE.

The objects simed at in the present work cannot be
better stated than in the following extract from the
Preface to Mr. Lushington’s Manual.

* Tris Boog is designed for the use of Officers of Her-
“ Mujesty's Navy in time of war. The Commander of a
“ belligerent; Cruiser often finds himself in & perplexity in
“ dealing with a suspected Vessel. The authorities for his
. “ conduct are only too numerous; Admiralty Orders,
% Royal Proclamations, Orders in Couneil, Acts of Parlia-
“ ment, Treaties, and, last and not least, the International
“ Law, written and unwritten, of Maritime Warfare. The
* Commander is no lawyer himself, has no lawyer by his
* gide, and has scarcely even time to reflect. He is dis-
“ tracted by different considerstions. There is his duty to
“ prosecute the war to the uttermost against the Enemy
“ and the aiders and abettors of the Enemy : there is his
“ interest too to secure a valuable prize under his eye and
“ within his grasp. On the other hand there is the risk
“ of a mistake. A false step may cost him something of
* both fortune and professionsl position ; noy, may even
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“ involve his Country in a dispute with another Power.
“ In such an emergency an Officer would welcome a Book
* which directed him, briefly and clearly, what to do, what
“not to do. It is this serviee which this little Volume
“ aspires to render. More it doés not attempt. Questions
“ which will ultimately have to be disposed of by the
% I'rize Court, but which do not concern the Officer’s duty
“ of the place and hour, are not treated of here. For a
“ like reason, argument and illustration by cases, such as
‘ are convenient for a lawyer’s handbook, are here dis-
¢ pensed with a8 out of place; and it has been thought
‘ enough to give in the shape of foot-notes the reference
“ to the anthorities on which the statements in the body
% of the text are fonnded.”

The Manual now issued embodies as much ae possible of
the valuable materials first collected by Mr, Lushington, but
the text has been largely rewritten, and the whole has been
arranged upon a new method.

It has been assumed that the attention of Commanders
of Cruisers will be directed, in the first instance to the
Nationality of the Vessel visited. The causes which may
lead to her detention have accordingly been classified with
reforence to this characteristic. It will, however, be
observed that in many cases when a Commander is in
doubt as to the true Nationality of & Vessel, he will be
relieved of the necessity of further enquiry om this point,
by discovering she is engaged in a trade which is sufficient
of iteelf to justify her detention,

Thus, should it be uncertain whether a given Vessel
belongs to Enemies or to Britich sabjects, she may be
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mfely detained if engaged in » trade which is unlawful
for British subjects. Again, should it be doubtful whether
the Vessel be British or Neutral, she must be detained if
her trade is one which is prohibited even to the Shipe of
Neutrals. -

Tt has been thought desirable to give information as to
certain belligerent rights against Neutral Vessels which
are more or less dormant, and must not now be exercised
without special instructions. This information is given in
Chapters IX. X. and X1, which, it will be remarked, are

The Treaties which affect the exercize by Great Britain
of her belligerent rights at sea, as aguinst particular

Nations, are passed over in silence, as being properly-

the subject of special instructions.

The Manual is a statement of existing law and practice.
Any discussion of doubtful questions has been avoided ;
nor has any attempt been made to forecast the view which
British Prize Courts may take of the effect upon the right
of capture of the changes which have been introduced into
the conduct of modern warfare.

The Author has much pleasure in expressing his thanks
to Mr. Bathurst, the Admiralty Registrar, for kindly
reading through the eompleted proof of the work, and
favouring him with several suggestions of practical
importance,

T. E. H.

d1at December, 1887,



