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PREFACE.

In eommeoncing this Grammar of the Panjabi L. mAny years
ago, my object was simply to note, formy own bencfif, those things
in which this lanpuage differed from the Urdt.  The work therefore
does not profess to be & complats Grammer of the language; thoogh it
is much more full than was at first intended. Tho original plan,
when publieation was thought of, was to publish merely the al-
plta'bei,ihedeclenm of the nouns and pronouns, and the con-
jugations of the vorbs; these being the things in rospect to which
persony already eonversant with Urdd, need most to be informed.
It wns soon found, however, that other topics roquired explanstion;
and then, to preserve a comnection between the parts, several things
were introduced, which wonld otherwise have been omitted. It
may be ohserved, hers, that in the paradigms of the verbs, a few
forms have, for want of room, been ouly hinted at; while others, of
rare oceurrence, have been designedly omitted altogether.

Nor does the work profess to be wholly free from error. It is not
improbable, that forther study will require a2 modifisation of prinei-
ples which are hare advanced without gualifieation ; and certain forms
of apeech may have to be included in the long eategory of provineial-
isrna, which are here regarded as belonging to the langnage in goneral,

The nomenclsture used for the different paris of the verb, is
in o mepsure movel; and it may strike the faney of some unfe-
vorably. Itwnamfmdnm for novelty, however, that led to its
adoption. There is no such thing as & pmei_'.r native Grammar of
the languago; and so it was neecssary to seck soch grammatieal
terms and phrases, as might best subserve the objects of the publica-
tion, The chisf diffioulty lay in the tenses. An carnest and oft re-
peated effort was made, to vepresent these by names which were
more or less fawmiliar to English ears; but it was all invain, No sys-
tem of terms could be found safficiently sceurnte and comprehonsive,
Thers was therefore no alternative but to try something new; and no-
thing seemed less objectionable, than to name the tenses according to
the nature of their constituent parts; leaving the meaning of each to
be learned from the translation secompanying it.

Another peculiarity will be found in the want of & subjunctive mood.
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After a full consideration of the subject, I m%wmmdmtz:t ﬂ::m is
no propriety whatever, in representing the subjunctive idea ashaving
8 mood of its own. This remark I apply also to the Urdi; which in
this respect differs not in the least from the Panjdbi. And the same
iz true of our own English. I know of no subjunctive verh in any of
these languages, which, apart from the condition inherent in it, which
is generally expressed by a conjunction, is not, in signification, and
. generally in form too, a simple Indicative, Potentinl, or Optative.
Henoe the simple method resorted to, in the paradigms, for represent-
ing the verbs in their subjunctive or eonditional forms. The Poten-
tial and Optative moods, in Ponjibi, being alike, I have treated
them as one.

Some may object to what I have called the Bubstantive Participle,
on the ground that the sume suffiz, which is hers attached to the in-
finitive mood, in order to constitute the word what it is, is applied
in liks manner to nouns, with & similar offeet. 1t i3 sufficient how-
ever to say, thet the word in question canngt possibly be & noun; bes
cause, when it is formed from an aetive verly, it has the same power
of government as the verh itself: at the samb tine it cannot ba consid-
ered simply & verh; because it always has some of the properties, ei-
ther of a substantive or of an adjective, And sa it is this participa-
tion in the nature of different parts of speech that constitufes o partl-
ciple, T have had no hesitation in sssigning it a place among words

this class. The only error, if there be any, is my not having repre-
sonted the participle as an independent snd principal pert of speech,
like the noun and the pronoun. And the same may be ssid of the
gerund znd the infinitive mood. The latter, if my recolleetion does
not fail me, is by Dir. Carey styled o verbal noun; which, though it
is net quite aceurate, shows that he too saw the impropriety of econ
sidering it a simple verb.

One of the Appendices consists of Extracts from native writings.
They are introduced here as specimens of the language. The Ja-
nam B&khi, { Life of Nénsk, ) from which one of the Extracta ia
taken, though in the main written in a purer siyle than most Panjé-
bi books, has so many provincislisms, that I have thought it proper
to add some notes of explanation; especially of such peculiarities as
are not fully secounted for in the Grammar.

A faw t.{dpngmphin] etrora have been notived. These are correc-
ted in & table of Errata, inserted afier the tablo of contents.

In conclusion I have to say, that nothing but the urgent request
of friends has caused the publieation of this work; which, as already
remarked, was commenced solely for the private use of

Lodiing Mirsion, THE AUTHOR.

May 86, 1851,
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