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Prerice,

\IK;’E befieve., though we shoold hesitate o ook a

prediction. thar the endeney 1o ind a lasis for
faith in acioal experence 95 kel o steengthen dunng the
present  centary. The power of aothority has seasibly
wenkened, and the reliince upan avguiment as being in iwelf
adequate 10 sustan redigiones faith & not so constant as it
wiz,  More and meres senous men oare being led wnoask
whether Religion 1= oot largeiy a macter of personal ex-
perience. s not s shey feel authoriy ean be discarded,
or intelleciual processes cast aside, oy that, as Mre Mellone
asserts in s book oa ¥ Lenders of Keligines Thought inothe
Mingteenth Century,” experience 15 of Arst imporiance 1o
rﬂﬁgiuﬂ@ belief, Ei thiz 15 nat meant ar isalated ENPETIENCE
unshared by others, nor ooe che chief chametensue of
which is feclicg, but, ¢a the contrary, one that 15 reason-
able, contingons, soher, resting on sure foundations,

The waord Religion izelf, according to the popular con-
ception of it, eacourages Uns expectation, for 11 expresses
the idea of an ohligaton by which man is bound o an
invisible Lerd®  If tha: may be accepled as generally, of
net etymologically, correct, then Vil Religion must mean
our sense of that oblioadon. Cr to go further, if the
Christian Religion may be defined as expressing the idea of a
living unien with 2 Living Lorg, then Vieal Christianity must

mesn our persomai cipericnce of that wnion, O again, if

* Lidhlon s Mowercs wf R ofirier, g



Vi Preface.

the cardinal truth of the Christan Beligion 15 that this
Living Lord is endowed with the fulness of a perfect human
aature, like o all potis e oar awn, sin oaly excepted, then
it s dififcele o see how the Life of oor voion withh Him can
be grounded i oanvihing Lot oo buwman experience,  Of
course, constiteted as we are, there must be @ outward, joints
and Lands,” o, hewever saceed o venermble these may
be, anid are. they can never leonore than the channels and
pledges of that Life shich finds ivs irae Tome inounion with
the hunn spirid,

B all ahis it mav e anid, bs acdd e, Whee Balouwr it?
Yes, admited (heoretically, Bur pot practically, Many &
man recopniies the obligations of Kebipion, looks upon i as
aubwars af s b aned o st dus o lofry thouglits nned
ambitions, coufesses thuo G0 aften o wrent help ta lim, and

<l

that Jes services, when well comdecusl, bave o beneficial
effect, but i€ you apeak of bis veliion o the Person to
Whom the warship is offerad, of the claims thet Person
mikkes upers his avention pnd pffections, ore intmate and
E]'l'[:.-j:-ii','l_'_; thisy those of mather, wife o siswer, he s sifenL
He has nover seppased in peeessary o ook mte thal, any

more than & gooel patviol woubd regaml St necessary 1o con-
sider Ris persomal reladion e the socereign, As pateiotism
consists i devolion to the country, 5o e would say religion
i devation o the Choreh, s |:uu'.1iu'Li3|'r‘| is expressed in
heiring the countn?s burdens, Dn abedience ta its laws and
in lovalty o bz sovercign, o religion in sapporting the
Chureh’s work, in abeving ber Tawa, and in lovalty o her
Sovereign Head, The lovalty in both cases 15 of a similar
chavacter, geneval rather than personal, occasional n ex-
pressicn rvather than cooticoeus. The Chuistian Religion,
according to this conception, has very much the same
charicter a: the Jewizsh rveligion. 1t excites an interest in
a greai epiditual Socicty which bas o thousand lofty
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historical aseociations intertwined with i which s more
national than aniversak, and da political as 1 ois religious,
The Church. in binh cases, occunies o Bivger place than its
Sovereign Lord,

There s meeh o be said Far ths view of the questinn
Such o Heligiom corminly bhinds men togethor e i anne -
mrent (o the greatest Society the warlid has known, 1
rspires them wish devotion wo the fighess ains, moral and
spiotual, ehat lwve ever been roneeivese 10 stirs their
enthu=tan by simpie andl movnty ceremonial, by most
sodemn and  deeply omvetenous vices, [t guickeas  their
intelligence by divinels inapired narmitives aud mstroctions;

vt

apel fiere Pes the Pl detect—i beives cntowchied the
mosl peeversful moove e warkd Riawes, and thiat persond
affection.  As we o fond this concephon 1w that af
the New Tesmment it s Hke pasesiag flom the enpwded
poalitteal mecting, where g nidona’ cnuze has been pleaded,
o the vet more crowied stzeets, whine the Queen is passing

i her Jululee processicn, 1o the ene case there is embho-

smam for o pibciples inothe other Tor the Person thac
embodies the principle, We neecd not say which is the
more powerful, or which s predomicant in the Gospels,
Agre, and Epistles.  Personal devation to Christ is the key-
note struck in every pige of the New Testament. It is
everywhere assumed that all Christians have it and have it
as a resuil of their own personal experience,  The Church,
her Sacraments, Worship, Morality are identificd with Christ,
As Canon Liddon writes, in a noble passage @ Christ is
Christianity . . . Delach Christianity from Christ and
it vanishes before vour eves into intelleciunl vapour,  For it
is of the essence of Christianity that dav by day, hour by
wr, the Christian shoewld lve o conscious, felt, sustained
relationship to the ever-living Aunthor of his creed and of
hiz life. Christinnity s non-existent apart from Christ; it
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centres i Christ it radinges now, as oab the first, from
Christ.  Christ is the cuwckeming Spuwit of Chrstian
humanicy.  Hebves i Cheistinns, He (luoks tn Christians,
He acis through Christizes and with Christians. He is
indissniubly associnsed with every movement of the Chris-
tan's deepese e

ooz this old truth, experienced as oa fact and not
imaganed, that che autbor Dos endeavoured o present
i othe pgges that follow, He belicves o o be needed.
There 1= 0o guestien thae the general atitede  towards
Religiom s unsalisfctory. Notr that there s hostility,
carping crtcisim, or even dull ndifference, but life s
too full fiar its serious consideration,  The opportunities 1o
work amd recrcation hove enormncsly increased. In the
oo, this man b less oand Jess thie machine § in the other, he
Futs almost imBniie viriety, Papers, inagagines, cheap novels
wre coistanty engaging the mind, 3¢ that i searcely ever
Arls v o sealize s own deep needs, and, when they do
assert thermselves and produce their inevitable consequence,
depression, it s not difficoll even for the arlizan 1o el
sufficicns change of scene by train, ran, ar bicycle 1o lift
the cloud,  Andin the st resort there are stimutants,  The
excitement aroused By spor: may be maintalned for a time by

gambling ; she eshanstion it follows Inborions work and
recreation may be momentarily relieved by deugs or intoxi-
cants, o0 it s possible for aoman to go on for many years
absorhed in his work and pleasures, and 1o regard with
amused contempt the fiiend who suggests that there are
claims of tremendous importance which will one day make
themselves felt, and which can only be satisfied by Religion,

For this state of things the popular conception of Religion
is fargely o blame,  Religion has lost its romance. Men
see il embodied in a hoge social organization, apparently

* Liddon § ey Loy Aingaiey, goo13g.
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cold, formal wad mechaeal They Pelaeve a0 *makes fod
righteomsness ™ amd cpbalds wora! orders s warthy of o

o rite supaors and o coteiderncon, bt e very

distinctly Tacks incercan They hive no doehs chay o the
whiole bt s a0 gooed g, st chest st is o cormpetition with
afher pood things wliel prove then power o aleresl mone
guickly.  Trs demands, oo e somewling imperatives They
have seen ot presented & mans beat foend, But alwaes
either as an exactne frived or o fesd conscions of boing
slighted. It 15 ot che faughimeg, pleagsant foend that
Fleasure s, who cries, *Vou o have me ar not, as oo
please” Bt whae is ot be done® cnes the devoled
member of the argaaization. " You danuol make Religion as
atttactive as Mleasures Mo oamoont of dreessiog ap will de
that. Lok at the Gospel preseataton of b [s it gor as
one of 115 preachers declures, s aifensive as possibie ! No
artist ean makie the Uross ac o abject 1w be emilmwaced, No;
the fault, if fult thess 1= i not making the disciplinasy
side plainer and mare severe,  Let the conteast with the
world's offer Be as shucp s ]Armi'lh]i_“. Mok voor rules and
tike care that they are kept, and vou il have religions
force even i is restocted.”

The answer is platn. DU is trae the Gospel cemes 10 050
the shape of a Cross, but osever aport from s Founder
Christ can make, as He lwms made, even the Cross
attractive 1 and He can make, as He bhas male, Religion
attractive in spite of the world's temping offers. His ser-
vige, H properly understond, is “perfect freedons™ [T 1 can
tell my pleasure-loving companian that all the cpporunities
he values are mine as freely as they are his, bue that in my
Religion | have found a Friend Who miakes them much more
attractive and more permanently anieresting ;. One Who
doubles my enjoyment in work, and witl never, if [ follow
His advice, allow me w soiend o dull hour; One Wha
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iuickens the 5111.'L'r,-.i11:u;5t:111. ciimrnlates the intellect and braces
the wali s One Whe throws aver oature and ary, over the
workd and man, o osulbie mesplicalile charm gy One Whe, in
spite of His sy s Pamp of kmps, s shewn by word
aped st asteange vegard foeome, and aosull stonger desire
forr my regosd for Heonoo Ume Who ds preseind m indefinable
WILYE 10 BVEry it i l.1.'|.1:r-|'..ill.. o that the Chtrel 1o the man
with eves open 1= adame with God 73 Une Whe is 10 my
frbesd all that He e e e —if 1 ean inake this elear, then |
laaves dethrored e foemidable rival, auode 0 omy Ring™
willing slivey s shewa ey friemd that in spite of bis full
ard mteresting Bl Joe Tas vet o Tearn the romance of ving,
This I eomeeive ts e Vi |'~'-.L'|:.,~T;:"I|1., for 5t means Life s Life
ecmotional ped fnrelecind, Life more ol more pbondans,
Lafe ahine G= prowed i be Dite i dwe mirker place as well as
nothe Churcl, o Sociery s well s the secrer chamber,
Fofe that mever Gl this s really cternal, for i dows out of
Perfect Love dnto the Cleenn of the Love of God, And o
we vae thiv day’'s Calleet with geem bope; "0 Almighey
Ciodd, Whom trnly to know s everlasting life ) grant us per-
fectly 10 knew Thy Seo Jesss Christ to be the Way, the
Troth, amd the Life; that, follwing the steps of Thy haly
Apostles, Saint Phitip and Sanst Janes, we may steclinstly
walk nothe way that leadeth so eternal e threugh the
same Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lerd”

S PRESE i oL feeaeea,
Al b, roes,



