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FREFACE

DURING the yvears which 1 spent at Chester, it was my
duty to instruct the first-year students in the Catechism.
[ then became strongly impressed with the very im-
perfect way in which it seemns wsually to be understood,
and the, in my judgment, great defects of existing text-
hooks: The fllowinr book s the outocine of  that
expenence, [ have endeavonred to explain—not explain
awny-—as clearly as [ could the meaning of the Catechisin,
[ have tricd to show how much, not how httle, sound
teaching is inmvolved in it and forther, to show that this
leaching agrees with the teaching of our Lord and Flis
Apustles,  Aboyve ally I have tried to connect the teaching
wl the Catechism with the life of the Catechumen. The
divoree between life and teaching i5; [ fear, widespread,
and scems to me to he the curse which acceunts for the
comparative failure of the enormous cfforts which have
been made by the Church on behalf of religious education,
How far 1 have suceeeded in these aims, I must leave
others to judge,

At Chester, I used Dr. Maclear's Class-book of the
Catechism as a text-book, and it is hard to say how much
| owe to it, but 1 have not referred to it, or any of the
other current manuals during the composition of my work.
My great debt is to the life and writings of F. T, Maurice,



viii FRIEFACE

It was from him that T first learnt the real meaning and
immense value of the Catechism, It would be well if
those who take his name in their mouths would really
study his works and lay his teaching to heart,

In citing Scripture | have unifoermly quoted the
Revised Verston. The gain in accuracy, especially in
the Wew Testament, compared with the Authorised Ver-
sion, 15 very great, and for purposes of instruction it

shomld always be referred to.

In conclusion, I have to express my thanks to my
(riends the KEov. J. |. Lias and A Totts, B The lormer
has kimdly read the whole of the proof-sheetls, and haz
furmiished me with valuable suggestions and eriticisms | to
the latter, 1 owe the collection of a large portion-of the
gquestions al the end,

A TG R

CAMTRITIET,
Nepearder 1hgl.
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