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PROCEEDINGS

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

OF THE

NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION

HELD AT THE

MIDLAND HALL, MANCHESTER,
THURSDAY and FRIDAY, MAT 12th and 13¢h, 1004,

FIRST SESSION.

THURADAY, MAY 12thH. 2 rH.

REPORT AND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS.

Moved by Mr. Birerin (Fravident of the Federation); seconded
by Mr. Roperr Brep (Chairman of the Pinance Committee of the
National Liberal Federation) ; and resolved —

" That the Heport and Btatement of Accounts be received and

adopted.” _
ELBCTION OF PRESIDENT AND TREASURER,

Movad by Mr. C. E. Scewayr, MLT. (President of the Manchester
Liberal Faderation); seconded by Mr. J. EmMorr Bakvow, M.P.
{Chairman of the Manchester Reform Club) ; and resolved :—

“That Mr. Augustine Birrell, E.(., ta re-slected Presidemt, and that
Dr. Jobn Massie, be pe-elected Treasursr for the ensning
year,' ’

RETIREMENT OF SIR WILLIAM HARCQURT.
Moved by TRE PRsiDEST; seconded by Me F. Cawrry, M.P
{Lancashire——~Prestwich Division) ; and resolved :—

“ That this Council learns with deap regret of the impending withdrawal
from the Haouss of Commoos of Sir William Harcourt. It places
on regord its grateful apprecistion of the long and eminent services




]

which he has rendered to the country, and expremses ita earnest
hope that he may live long to give his powerful aid towsrds the
sccomplishment of many of those reforms which he has helped so
much to promote and which the Libersl party standa resolutely
pledged to carry inbe effect.” .

THE POLITICAL SITUATION.

Moved by Mr. Hicaire Beiooo (Prospective Liberal Candidate
for Bouth Halford); seconded by 8ir Joms Beumwes, Baer, M.P
{Cheshire—Northwich) ; and resolved :-— ’

“ That this Counncil records ite hearty and onahated confidence in Lord
Bpencer and Bir Henry Campbell-Bannermsn and their colleagues
in the twu Honses of Parliament, and, being satisfied by the clear
evidenco of the by-eloctioms and other upmistakable signa that
Mr. Balfour's preseut Administration, far from representing the
apinion of the Country, hex incurred the contempt of mon of all
shades of political opinien, calls upon the Government to sobmit
inelf to the judgmeut of the constituencies at the earliest possible

moment. ™

FREE TRADE.
Moved by Sir W, H Horvawo, M.PB. (Yorkshire Rotherham
Drivigion) ; seconded by Mr. Reamrarny MoEewrs, M. P, (North Mon.

mouth} ; and resolved :—

“ That this Counncil, whilst reitersting its former declarations upon the
revolution in onr Fiscal Policy proposced by Mr, Balfour apd
Mr. Chamberlain, recognises that the course of recent evemts has
shown that the preservation of the Country from the evils of
Protection and the Tazaiiom of Food depende mainly wpon the
determined and ongamised opposition of the Libeml Party, and
calls npon sli who are alive to thess dangem to joiu in waving the
Conntry from them,”

LAND AND SOCIAL REFORMS,

Moved by Mr. F. 8. Brevesson, M.P, (Soffolk—Fye Division) ;
seconded by Mr. HErey Viviaw (Prospective Libersl Candidste for
Birkenhead) ; and reaolved :—

“ That this Couneil again calls attention bo the urgent mecessity of
8ocial HReform, particularly in commection with the Housing
Caestion, the reform of the Land Laws, the Mgquality of Rating,
and kindred matters, and onee more records ita opiniom that Land

Values should be tazed so a8 to contribute their fair share towarda
the ever-inoreasing cost of looal administration.'



SECOND SESSION.
FRIDAY, MAY if%mm 10050 am

"

EBUC&TION
Moved 'by Dr, Joas Masare (Tresaurer of the Natw-ua] Liberal
Federation) ; seconded by Mr. F. D. Accavp (Prospective Liberal
Candidats for the Richmond Division of Yorkshire); sand resolved :—
“ That this Councl i comvincad that no satisfactory settlement of the
Education (Question-cun be obksined from the present (lovernment,
and that no settlament cen e wocepted that dees not secura for the
oountry & national eystem of Efocation based on popular control
and mansgement, snd freed from religious tests and sectarian
inflnencea.”

NATIONAL EXPENDITURE.

Moved by Mr. L. V. Hanvoower, M.P. (Lancashire —Rossendale
Division) ; seconded by Mr. A, E. 'W. Musow (Prospective Liberal
Candidate for Coventry) ; and vesolved :—

“That thia Council views with alarm the enormows growth of the
ordinary yearly expenditure of the nation due to the long pre-
dominanec of the Tory party, and decleres such expenditore to be
nncalled for by nations! nocessities. In partioular, the Council
proteste spainst the extravagonce of the smomnts now spent upon
armaments, snd againet the loas of life and waste of meney invelved .
in needleas and aggraﬂmve expeditions such as those in Somsliland
and Tibet.”

TEMPERANCE REFORM.

Moved by Mre. T. P. Worraker, BLE. (Yorkshirn—Spen Valley
Divigion) ; seconded by Dr, A. P. THoMas (Prospeative Liberal Candid-
ate for the Bootle Division of Lancashire) ; and resolved :—

** That this Council strongly condemns the Government Licensing Bill,
since it interferes with the discretion of the Magistrates, does
nothing te populscise the constitution of the Licensing Authority,
and by creating for the fimt time a vested intersst in o licence

places mew and serigus obstaeles in the way of Temperance
Reform."




CHINESE LABOUR

Moved by Mr. Caarres Fexwiok, MLP. (Northumbsrland—Wana-
beck Division) ; seconded by Mr. EcLis J. Grirrirn, MLP, (Anglesay);
and resolved : — i

““That this Coumcil protests agminst the Ordinance permitting the
introduction of indeotured Chinese Lahour into the Trapsvaal, and,
whilst challenging the statemsnt thak cheap foreign Labour is a
commercial necsssity, places on record i cowvigtion that the
proposal is inconsistent with the Oommon Law of England,
destructive of the love of liberty, inimical to the true intereata of
Bonth Afries, and likely 60 weaken the bond of union between the
soveral portions of the Empirg. "

VOTE OF THANKS TO MANCHESTER LIBERALS.
Moved by Mr. Eowaen Evare, Juns. {Choirman of General Com-
mittes of Natdonal Liberal Iederation], and resclved ;—

“ That the beat thanks of this Couneil be tendered to the President of
the Mancheater Libers] Federation snd his colleagues, and to the
OMticers and Members of the Beceptinn Committes for their axeel-
lent siTangenients in connection with the visit of the Faederation
bo Munchaster, mlse to 3r. Chares E. Schwunn, MLP., snd Mrs.
Achwant, aod to Mr. .JJ. Evioott Barlow, M.P., Prezident of the
Beform Cluby, and the Comomittee of the Olub for their generous
hboapitality."




