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PREFACE

Thig, the Third Book of Ovr CountrY's READERS,
is carefully graded to succeed the Second Book, both
in the kind of material and in the language and
form in which the material is presented, All of the
kinds of reading introduced in the Second Book ap-
pear here, but with different stress; some of the
features prominent in the Second Book are less so
here, while some fields have besn extended -and
developed.

“The Queen Bee” and “ Why the Bea is Salt™
may be classed as fairy stories. The selection from
“Through the Looking Glass,” though a modern
story, is more charming and equally as irresponsible
as the best of the classic fairy stories.

Fables are more freely used here than in the
preceding book, As to sourees, some are from the
Greek, some from legends, and one is from Andersen
and one, from Mr, Harris,

Bketches with an historical basis and setting are
prominent and all are from the history of our own
country.

In the modern story world, we have examples
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from Malory, Thomas Nelson Page and Eugene
Field. '

Poetry, some of it narrative, some of it fanciful,
appears in greater quantity and in more perfect
form. All of it is simple in coneeption and is easily
within the range of the child of the third year in
school. Children. get a distaste for poetry of
involved form and didactic purpose, but they yield
readily to verse of simple structure and coneeption.

One of the purposes of this series, to introduce
children to elassic literature, has been constantly in
mind in selecting the material for the book. There
are many selections from well-known authors.

And, in the main, the material js from American
BOUTCES,
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MERCURY AND THE WORKMEN

mortals design pretended

1. A man was cutting wood by the side
.of a river. A stroke made in a wrong way
caused the axe to fly from his hands and
gink in the river.

2. The man was poor and lived by his axe.
He wag very much cast down by his loss.
He sat upon a log to think what he should
do.

8. Mercury, who was passing by, stopped
before him and asked his trouble. The
workman explained that he had lost his axe
in the river. Mercury, who was one of the

Greek gods or fairies and knew many things




8 OUR COUNTRY'S READERS

which mortals do not know, understood the
whole matter.

4. He #aid he would dive to the bed of the
river a_m'i try to find tho axe. Soon he came
to the surface with a shiming golden axe that
he took to the woodeutter,

5 The man said this was not his axe; that
his was a plain one of much less value,
Mercury again plunged into the river, After
a time he came np bearing a bright silver
axe that he took to the woodcutter.

6. The man said this was not his axe,
but one much more valuable than his plain



