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PREFACE

My apolugy for adding to the number of Look-
on the Land Question is the Lope that the appli-
cation of some leading principles of Politieal
Eeconomy to ihe subject may be of service
Although constant references are made to the
pringiples of that seience, it s very rarely that
writer or a speaker condescends to details and yef
it can hardly be donbted that the labonrs of Adam
Smith and his successors (and no subject his a
wider literature than Political Feonomy) have
done something towards the solution of the Jdifii-
cult prolilems connected with land.  The vitality
of popular fallacies is remarkable, and the old
wercanbile notion of trade that one man's wain i=
necessartly another man’s loss still provails as
regards compensation for agricultural nmprove-
ments,  The exposure of this and other fallacies
is one of the principal aims of thiz velume: bat.
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at the smne time, 1 have attempted to contrilmic
something positive to the controversy, by suguest-
iner the abandonment of the time-honouved division
ul improvements into “permanent ¥ and ' tem-
porary,” and the adoeption of o wore losical and
important gronnd of distinetivn? 1 have also
ventured to express my ownh opinmion on other
watters of practical importance, and T lope that
the statement of principles gencrally aceepted by
eeonomists will not lose in force on neconnt ol
divdnetions for which T must take the whole
rezponsibility. I have to express my great obliza-
tion to Mr. Henry H. Seott, Almham House,
AMuowick, for his kind assistanee e the o
praciical parts of the work, and to M W, (.
smith, Advoente, for sngoestions and corrcetions
as the book was going throngh the Mess.
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