THE BIBLE AGAINST SLAVERY; A
VINDICATION OF THE SACRED
SCRIPTURES AGAINST THE CHARGE
OF AUTHORIZING SLAVERY, A
REPLY TO BISHOP HOPKINS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649744886

The Bible Against Slavery; A Vindication of the Sacred Scriptures Against the Charge of
Authorizing Slavery, a Reply to Bishop Hopkins by Rev. J. B. Dobbins

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



REV. J. B. DOBBINS

THE BIBLE AGAINST SLAVERY; A
VINDICATION OF THE SACRED
SCRIPTURES AGAINST THE CHARGE
OF AUTHORIZING SLAVERY, A
REPLY TO BISHOP HOPKINS

ﬁTrieste






E-!,"‘]drn:’. N

Comdlen, December, 1568,
Rev, J. I Dhuimxs,

Dean S c=The nndersizuel are 2 Commiltes appointed by ** Conneil
Woe oy of AUweden Unfon Leagae of Awmeniea, to oonfer with yon upon the
subijeet of publi=liing o pamplidet forn, the sevive of articles which lately
appenred in print, mwler the head of 4 Dible Views of Blavery, '« Bishop
Hopkies Weviewed, ' written oz we nnderstasd Ty yow.

It has been sngpestsl to onr Conncil, that i these artioles (in a com-
pact foet, | were distvilmtel, they woubl serve ns an sutidote o the zo-
ealbed Seriptural, but mischigvous tract above nimed, isgmed aod cirenlated,
so extenzively by syvmpathizers with the aceursad system of American
Slavery, I thirefire, i sceendanee with your *lews, we shall be pleasel
to lare you bk G ieceszary slepe Tor an early pullication of tle sanie.

Viry respectfully,

Your obediont servants,
I’ € Beusox,
Banra Les,
CHARLE: Ao SPARKs,
Cooprnr 1 Ksisur,
Jacon Bives,
Samr. Herry,
dag. Wy CHArPrELL,

Cuindler, N S, December, 1863,
(RENTLEMES ©

Tl arthdes to whieh vou #o kindly vefer, and pay me the compliment
of renjnestling e to pablizh in & more Jermanent form, were written at the
visgae=t uf sevesal po ominent citlzens, who lelioved with myeelf, that the
ellort Lo seanre for Slavery among the masees of the people, the sanction
of Uhie THbke, onelet not £o Do allowed 4o pass annoeticoed.

The Bishop kad Leen meet by soveral ° indigunnt protestz and seathing
rebules, for 1ds manifest sympathy with treason and zealons defence of j4
sonren, bt thers gz Leen no serions ciforl, o far as | koow, Lo ghow the
tullacy of hi= argnient, amd Ui rezene the Bilde from the charge of sub-
gorvlig 1he Siave hterest. Thig T deemed pevessary, and lwve attemytod
in these articles: and sinee thefr polieation in 8 more compiot and - acoes-
eilde form has Deen asked Ter Inoan isformal way by wany inteHigent
persons, amd requestel] by yowrselves du belndl of your Asseedation, 1
shall take pleasure in acceding to pour request, awl will bave thew so
prlilishiod as soon ae practicable,

Very raspectiutly, yours,

Jo I DOBBING.
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THE BIBLE VIEW OF SLAVERY.

M, Eoeeor s—Soine of our peosslavoes L nsmen, are inilins-
telons=ly cireulating o Teper, Loactiig the panre ol oy W
Fhopking, Bishop of Vermont,” euiitled = 13l View ol Slavery”
i which the Dizht e, geptlowen Taters o geove That A werieay
Hinverye is vot ondy nac o Cede™ Bt pertoetly colneident witls e
teavhings aml =pivit af Totl the G wm] Sow Testanents, T
paanplibet i3 oan eetvco, of T8 s, anly aboet feee of anhich aee
devoredd ot Serdieure wreceeend, while e ronuaining pages g
biken upe with wn elobarate dentar of

vroar Trmon onqueality, auid thad
Seplfevulent™ oeth that -Sall wien are endawed by U le Creator
witle coriain dnadieuable vlelics ¢ Uit amote Shese are e Tiherty,
ad the poesuit of Dappiness” ol with steen dennneiations ol
o fanatienl ol jgporat peescns, wha U attaes sn foorediinde
vabie Lo Uheip nerennal Theein ™ el espeeially of our suti-=lvery
pevnelers, upot whons he declaves Ul presend poriluns erisis of
thie pation, easls a fearful responsthilide. Tedlins renek, s bl
Sfward tacte’ pitacinoent to peerseni Jilerly, means Too gy 1o
Ae Wall, Ae Valiosdichum, and hie fricad= ¢ Alus 1o alealid
the wood Bizhop of Vermont bis Deen Deceavnd oo = pelitical
preaching 37 for e paenphiber #eeiis 1o be g politien] seron,
with the o Dilile view of shavery! S the text,

1abiink vt Messrs Wharten, Trownizg & Ca. (e wen wiho
applicd o the Bistop foe the peieileme to peint ool ciredate iz
Bibile View as a political doconent, ) mieht have dowe Beter Tor
thedr eauEe 20 lar as thae Bl Yiew™ 15 coleetined I".I'. T'iz-
pblishing either Alexander Stepdiens’ ar Jolio Silebells wegn-
et oo Lhae gsoe $-||'||:|:"|,-.‘._ T b =iy 1lirse ;‘Elltllilll'i‘ll Are Loy
bt ccenpying olicial posiions o the bl enpital, e thedr
Liiishe pegmwents ave din peine, ol casily aceessible s il ne |
conccive, they apg aliogether better aml more Soveille presenta.
vions of that =ide of the guestion, oo thaose ol Clus LRizht Tew
izt of Vermang, whe 2eeims o passess o e steliject, peqther
Ll fnfoarmation to b expeeted e the minister, nor the taer of the
proditieian,

THH MEAWNING OF THE WORD SERVANT,

Tl st out by affieming thnt “the tero see vl cowmondy em-
oyl by e translntors lis tloe mcaning of sfeve b e Hebmew
amd Giroek orlwinals, as o generat tule wlere 8 stands olope, ™

Now the Lest authorities teil us that abed e Hebrew waed
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translaled =ervant i= the only word wsed Go thee Hlelivews Lo express
all the relations of servitmle of every sort, that the verl aled
meanz o owork, to Inbonre, and the noon alwsd eanz o laborer ;s and
thiat it b= applied tooa pecson who pectorms any Kind of service,

Dir. Elfiott, who pozsesses not only an American, ot alzo a
European peputation for Biblical researches, in this loe, says:
“lwleed the Tebrew Fangnage ol no single word to ddenote o
sluve ; and the context or peenlior phrascalogy st be adoeed to
show that slavery or 2lave i3 intended a2 oo single word, will
answer this purpose.”

This anthor says * the same remark will apple 1o the Greek
wordl danfos—a zervant and deeles to serve. These worlds are
appelicd to any sort of service or servaads Dot there is o Groek
worl which propeely wienns o slave ; this s the worl apdieaodon,
The Greeks vsel the word dodos to exprezs a 2ervant in the most
general sense while the worl apdrapodos propecly means o
w zlave  And the latter word does not occur in the Greek Xew
Testanient,  So wuel for Tig initial wiseeprezentations of e
“ Hebrew and Greek originals.™

If an intelligent man, o teaching o foveigner onr lansiaze,
should alliem (st the word sereenf ; becanse sometimes used 1o
express the relation of slavey * has the ||il'.uli1l-1£ of slave in the
Eugli=l langaage as a n'u.-uu.-r-'ll riules when it stands alone™ o
llmugllllul ]r:*]*—-n‘.-u could searcely avoll swspecting Tim with
designing to misrepresent and thus to mislead those whe might
el i definition,

Al the violation of truth is not less Hagrant in the Bishop's
declaration that the term servand connuonly cwployed by oue
teansbtors has e weaning of sfeee dn the Hebrew apd Grock
origivals where it stands alone—a slove in bis gonze of the word
being one bouwd by the law to vecalunbary © -ervitade for lite,”
aml wlose condition deseends 1o his olfspreing ™

THE CURSE OF CANAAN,

e pext eomes to the corse prononnced by Xoah npan Cannan,
Goen, 12 23, We shall fimd lwereafter from the history of this
cise, @ very strong oargument against the presumption that
the Bille conntenavces personal slavery at all. Ao present
L dlesiro simpply Lo state what has pever biecen dizproved, via.
that the Adricans (for whose enslavement this text iz leld as
the antlwrity) ave aof desconded from Canoan: aml 1 lelieyve
it is s cleav g prool of the Diviee authority Tor the srderous
clrsges of the rioters of New York, a2 for the coslavement of
pegroes, Canaan had fen sons who were faihers of as many
tribes dwelling principally in Polestive apd Syria. 16 8 he-
lieved that Canaan bimsell lived and divd in Palestine, which
feom bim was called the Tagd of Canaan. The only deseendants
of Cangan (weconding to Granville Bharp,) who oceapied any pors
tion of Afriea, were the Carthageniang, a colony on the sea coast,
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They were o free peaple nod rivalled st ane peviod oven the
Tomun commonwesith in pewer.  The Afvicans are pripeipally
doseonadied fram e theee other sons of Ho, vie o Co=h, Megeaim
gl Pt This apdndan 2 sopparted e all the very Lest anthori-
tiee to which I bive Bl seeess en thiz sulgeet, sueh @ Granville
Eharp, Jacob Breast, Richord Walsan, &

Beawill Do zeem that the text in question has no relevaney what-
ever to the uestion of gegie slavery, whatever else il g L
,'-_'|r[|'|:r|5-|."|] Tu Prove.

THEY SHALL BEE YOUR HOWMDMEN FOREVER —Lev. 23: 44-0,

Tassing some miwar texts foe the present, T osholl oow preoeised
10 the consideration of the possoge io Levite 25 0 4106, which
the Tishit Bevtl adveente far e appresgian of the poor, (u thing
which thiz verr lawgiver positively comlonns, Py 220 21 and
25 ) binks = loe plain a7 controversy.

The waterial point: in 08 paacage are in the (440 aml 4000
verses—= ot thy Tond wen aud Lend maids whiech tam shall
Bave shiall Le ool the fieathen that ave ronmd obost yen, of them
ghall ve buy bosd wen aped boad maids, And ve ahall take
Uper sz aninhierizenes for vouwr children alter v toinlieri them
for a posgessien ;s thew shall Leosaar bomd e farever.™

T fivsr thing in thiz pazsoge which seews 1o Fyor slavery, iz
the cxpreszion “dey 7 et baring in tbese lows when aeed of
sorvants wis noi ol @ thicd pee bog of e sereant liwesell
The =tranger honght e Tleleew, Lot fe was of Disscdf Tes, 252
47. Jdoseph bought the Vgyptiane for Pharool, but be bouedi
them of themselves, Geno 470 10=230 Menee the 2elling was
nothing more o s eentract befween the seller and the biver;
amil the thing =oll was nod 1he man, bt Lis seeviee for o lmited
termi—sn mneh sorvice for a¢ neach woney.  Thos one might
Sy o Mebirew seevant, bnonos for o Jooger period e six
vears, (e 120 2 and Deat 33, 1253 and even the Bishop will
net in=isl that baving in thiz cnse fapliad slavery.,

There are twa ises where persons misht he sold by (hied
parties. The thicd wicht be wold lor o v Tong enongh to
ke lowal vestitiion, if e woere not otherwize sl wosatizf the
T, (1 202800 bt this wae o the way of penaliy for iz crive,
The fatlier mighs sell = dooglbier, bt pot as a slove, Tmt for o
wife to either the mastee or iz son. Bt the solling i the vase
of servants was ot done except Iy theiselves, amd then it owas
notliing more than o contraet to retder serviee Tor o consbleration,
W lave po fostanee of the z2le of a slove by his master aler
the Joewi=h i

Pl zecond paint which seems to conntenanes the glave thoeory
iz, e shall take theom for aninheritenee for yooar ehildeen for-
ever,  Haviug proved thol ihe seevico contem plated was volun-
tary aud paid, and that thevefere the easlavement of the beathen
wis not the thing desloned, we must look for avother wmeaning;
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awd the enly one consistent with the tenor of these laws elearly
is—" Forever or theongh all the fitare yon and yonr childrow
aball procare the serviees of the heathen round about for the
menind work necessacy to he done o your familics,”  IF God's
law Tind ot forbididen clattel slavery, it is incredible that o man
acetstomned to his liherty should volantavily  sell s childeen
theongl oll their zencrations into hopeless glavery,

That the =ceviee liweve authorized is ot slavery bat a volan-
tary sl Bapited servitade, will be abundantly establizlel by fhe
follewing considerations:

Fivzt. If slavery lid been heve estalilished there most have
e in ofter thmes o Iaree body of sloves in Judea, 25 was 1he
case in Beypt, Bome, oml Greece, and az there is now in the
Tnitedd Btates, Slavery has existed in this conntey onlv twa
linndeced and Torty years, and we have now same four willivns of
these unlappy beines, the inereaze in the last sixty years being
meore than Goeee mdlfions, Now if from a sinele vessel-lond of
slaves there shonlid bave come, in two limndred and foely vears,
Four gnillion, sl that o in spite of o continnons =eries of legal
restrictions and  probibitions by beth the Federal aml State
covernments s how i it that after slavery hod Deen in existence
nearly sixtecn bhundred vears with no opposition and all ihe sop-
port of the Divine sanction, (according to the Dizhop's theory)
there were really no slaves in Jwlea in the time of Cheist ?

The only zervants, savs n good anthority, meniioned in the
warratives of the Bvangelists, except where the words ocenar in
Chrizt’s parables, are the Conturian’s servant miraenlonsly healed,
anel Ahe servants of the high priests palaee, (Matl, 8: 5; Mok
14: 63; Luke 22: 50) and there iz no evidence that these
were slaves.  “In the period elapsing from the elose of the
Ol Testament canan I the Bieth of Clris™ aayvs e Elliof,
“Ahere ave no declorations to be fonwd i the  Apocryphal
hooks, or in Josephus which declare or intimate that slavery
existed among the Jews.  Heoveo onr Saviour, a2 his miniztry
was exercized among the Jews pever came in contact with
slavery amaong them,”  The Bishop affires that Christ " lived
i the mwidst of slavery,” aml that it was in [ull existenee al
the time (of Clrist) in Jwdea™ and seeins to think le proves it
by qpuotine feom Gibbon o declaracion that i existed in Jome !
—a faet never dispoted, and which he might have saved himeell
the teonble of proving. Why did he not tell ve bow many slaves
there were fnJodea in the thee of Cheist, or ot tho period when
the dews ceased 1o be ao imlopendent nation, or at any previous
periodl instend of telling how wony there were in the Toman
Euwpire?  That woulld have been pertinent, as it was not slavery
according to the Roman, but =lavery by Jewish law, that he
indertook to establish.  That he did not give us the number of
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laves among the Jews iz the proof hat Le eould Bl veovecond
of any, as he iz enticely too el e earest fooalio ot Lis case
to omit w foed =0 eovclnsive in lis arguent, Tloe inerease of
slavez in all zlave conntrios has Lbeea o sery =erions aml diflfiendt
paestion il e members Boee vt ceeaged the atrention of the
Wistovinn,  The Bishop has siven e Lhe donstonee of Bome with
bew sixty millions, e Tnodred sears hefore Clist theve wore
1wive s Ay Alaves a9 eeemen at .-'|.1i|-~||:~'_, andd wee are vl that
the Leedemonian youtl froined ope o the proetice of deeciving
aned buteherioe alaves, were fromn U to tiome Lot Toose apon then
and al one tine woedeced theee Chaasand] o ooe ndsht, and woeare
all famailine weith the ernel cdiet of the Eayption sine dn doviing
his ke Hebeew dnfimt slaves Sooadeatl simple to peevent fhaeie
inepenze.  And bore the Bizhop wookl have gz beliove tliog
slavery hadd exizted S dudea for conrly sigteen imades] vearz, and
vl ds not able toowive s the teme ol o singlo aothar whe tells
us anything of their mombers sud condition or even 2penks of
tleoin !

11 slavery ol existed throngh woee Uhan Afteen Lian| el yenrs
thranghont the terridovies of Fseeel, theiy nnmbees most ave Teen
ahormiis, sl cotompariry higlary et fsl [1spares iemred itz
existence as it has not fo these cornteies where 30000 e x50 heugh
at mueh eaeliey pevtods than L vinae of Clivise '

I the next plaoe slavery is eenderod Impossible Ty e divioe
prrokibitions aonl cestrictions fownsd o e Mosaie sode. In Tx
21 L6, we have thi= Jaw, ¢ 1o shar stealeth a man gl =elheth
Bdrie, an if T b Bl i Biis Teatad T gballzteely B pue o dedth ™
Thi= Juw s sobstantivlly repeated o Duvteronemy and iz not
direerod ngeainzt #tealinge a Holwosw ne =neh, hot again-t stealiog o
sty Phal it was nog for e benelit of the Jews dlope, = made
further evident by tbe Bt ochos Paal, alter Jodai=ne Lad  been
superambed, plocerd this eeiuee among e greatest possibile ollenees
wpinsl divioe or haean laws L Tio, L8 10 The thines speeiti-
eally  forbidden nre stealing, selling and holding man, and ile
Premeades foe Plue violation is 1I-I:,_'_']I(?HL Erown va v lapw,—dveadh,
Mow stealing, selllong amd bolding men ave o obviensiy the doee
grand esscolial efemieais of slayery, thar where thew aro Terbididen
slavery is an dwpossihility, Liberty belongs tooman by nataral
amd divine Inw, sud by all jnst hovan laws, amd o2 1o 2teal gecap-
ding to Blackstone is “ie take {ont which Lelopes {0 anether
withowt D eonseot,™ slaivery st neeessaeily arfoinate fu el
I zianpase that oven those noriliern parvasites of the slave system
are havilly bragen enongl fo insist thaten ever of their own fiee
ehoive eonseuted to be taken oad sold doto peepetnnl =lhooerey, aml
that theiv enslavement 13 thesefore not a0 violation of the law
against nmue-steating,  Breo BLC0 Breekinridee, o Keotneking and
iricle to the Ex-Viec-Presideal, nied now traitor Geneeal Beeckin-
ridze, says, in ponswer o all these special ploadiogz in favor of
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the sy=teon, Ot upon =oeh folly b The wan who eaonod see
that involontery domestie slavery ws il eeisle among ug is founded
o Ahe prineiple of foling by foree thal wlich ds anetler's hos
stinigelaf b gei] genan, ™

Parchase fmplies sale s Tt i God bins authorized the boving of
a pnan, how can hie io e naee of justice apd consizteney Lrand
the sebling s o capital olfiney, since that is ezsential o the oaens-
action ! Will those mowdern Shyvlocks who fnsist upon ** the law ™
||.!1!::|F.1,' |~,’~;|||1Ii||. biew l]u}l'_n' cagl et {hwir |ml:||u] of flesh from thiz
living body withont “one drop of Bload 27 Haw they van buy in
aecordanee with God's lnws when these lows umler the heaviest
penadties favbid the sale ¥ The fwet is there were no sales and
liewee as D, Biliot well savs, Do the whole history of the Jows
there §s no wention of sluves os an article of commerer,  There
iz o mention of them in the goods received. There i no
instanee of public sales,  We have nomention of eithera market-
place Tar =loves nov of slave merehants,  There were, we allow,
suel cotnpreta o8 were neccssary in lixing the terms of serviee
Listween different elosses of servants and their masters, in refer-
enee to the various times and conditions of serviee, g o sales
of men ws property,” 2 Norowas theee aoy Torcign slave trade
hetween the Jews and other nations. To foeilitate trabe Bolomon
Lot Tadhisore or Polmyea and Geler on the Bed Bea, Yet in
every alluzion {o the trade enrvicd on with these and other
nations there is wo olluzion to the vaffic in slaves,  Thero s
mebtion ol golil, sibver, vory, apes amd peacocks, but no allnsion
to a comwerce in slaves. I slavery exizted omong the Jews
there st lave been somse aeconut of the teaffic in 2loves, bt as
there i5 an absenee of all this the conclugion 1= that the trade did
not exist 3 awd slavery coulid not exist without a slave teade of
sape sor,’”

And thizg Tow equally forbids the bolding of the stolen man,
STy this Jaw, 7 save The Clavk i Dis connpentary upon it, @ every
mabestealer aml every veeciver of the stolen person slould lose
liis dife no matter whether the lnter stole the man himself or gave
money oo elave enptoin or negro-dealer o steal for bim™ 1P
all the holders of stolen men v our own couolry lad becn putte
death, the fow sympathizers with tresson among us like this
]iir—]mp maigcht have Found auhult]|]l|5 to o besides doponneing the
purest patriots of the conntry ag responsible for all the horrors of
thiz seeoliting rolndbon, and thes mislead the bhonest and woll-
:IIH':1I|1IJ;_Ir WMISELS I)'l. nans ul ugh' [NENTHE Lut ywewn with sach
low views of the value of personal lberty and of their scelfish
instinet=, wounld not probabily have been betier cmployed.

It iz not surprising that the brethren of this Bishop in the
wbnlstey of the rotestont Episcopal Chareh of Philadelplda, 1o
the wumber of 59, including the Bishop of the THocese, should
feel compaelled o moke their © public protest” againgt *° {his
defence o Bouthern Slavery,” and to declave that * as winisters




