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PREFACE
T¢ THE AMERICAN EDITION.

TwERTT-THEER years have gone by since the
writer composed this small volume. It waa
nndertaken at the sugpestion of Thomas Davia
for the series salled * Library of Ireland,” anp
bas bhad guite as much popularity as it dessrved.

Binoe the time of it publication, a very large
mpas of historic material, then inaccessible to
the writer, Las been for the first time brought
to light, specially illustrative of the very period
of our anoals wherein O'Neill and O'Donmnefl
flourished ; 8o that now, to do justios to the sub-
ject, the **Lifa of Hugh 0'Neill ™ cught to be re-
written, and st far greater length than sould ba
eftempted in a slight popular sketch like the
present, Not having leimre to undertake this
ngreeable task, which would otherwisa pleass me
well, I am cbliged to let it go with all its imper-
fections on its head,
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Baot to many readers it may be desirable and
useful that soma slight acconnt shonld be given
of the sctunl materials which have now, by the
gealous labours of many eminent seholars, be-
come available for the dne uonderstanding of
that deeply interesting ers which saw the “ He-
formation,” the grest stroggle between Irish
clanship and English fendalism, and the begin-
ning of the religions wars in our island. Firstin
importance {s the great work of John ODone-
van—his edition of the dnnaly of the Four Mas-
ters, with copious and learned notes, topograph-
ical, historical, exegetiosl TIf iz trme that the
portion of those sonals relating to the period
embraced in this work wes substantially accessi-
ble to me in the Library of the Royal Irish
Academy, in the shape of the #“M. 8. Life of
O'Donnell,” often cited in the following pugos,
This Life of Huogh Boe O'Donnell had been
writton by one of the venersble Four Masters
themaslves, Franciseans of Donegal Abbey, who
indeed wers not only Annalists of the Ialand,
bt eapecially historiograpliers to the great housa
of O'Donnell ; and it had alterwnrds been in-
corporsted almost entirely in the Annals”
This old M. 3, however, wag lmt poor compens-
tion for the want of thet magnificent repervtory
of Irigh historic lore, which can vow Le resd
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(smply annotatad) by every body, in the volumes
of Doctor O'Donevan, and withont the stndy of
which no writer should undertake & piece of
Itish history.

Another Indimpensahle Trish anthority for the
period in question is the Hisioria Catholioz of
Don Phiilip 0'Sullivan {Beare). Acopy of the
old Latin edition of this book existed in the
Yibrary of Trinity College, whera I could consuls
it any Iength ; but since then the work of 0’Sul-
livan aleo. (which had become very rare) has
been handsomely reproduced in Ireland. Thess
two, besides the History of the Abbe Mae-
Geoghegan (in French), which though not con-
temporary, is an anthority for thet time, were
the onky strictly Jfrish sonrces from whenos I
eontd draw,

Of authorities npon the English side, there
wid abundancs, The most nseful of thess is
Cumden,—** History of Queen Elizabeth,”"—who
haa narrated at great langth from his own poind
of view, and not with very groas unfeirness, the
whale of 1ia transsctions in Irsland doring the
life of Hugh O'Neill Two exceedingly valn-
able books are Bdmund Spencer's ' View of the
Btate of Ireland,” and Bir John Davies' ** His-
torical Tracts.” Hach of these books, thongh
composed with the most virulent hatred and in-
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solance towsrda the Irish nsiion, yet casts a
flood of light upon the socisl condition of the
peonle, end the policy of the British Government
sbont the timo of that sad revolution which
transformed chieftain snd clansman inte land-
lord end tenent The most singular English
snthority, howsver, in the Pacsta Hibernia,
written by 8ir George Carew, but ostenaibly by
Btafford, his secretary. This work is valusble
not only for ita dooumenta and maps, but also
for the very open and shameless avowal of the
gyetem of treschery, fraud, mnd sssessinstion
sef on foot by the writer himseli, and by which
he was ensbled to bresk np the confederacy of
the Munster lords,

The work of ¥Fynesa Moryson must not be
omitted, aa his narrmtive covers almost the whola
of O'Neill'a wars : but he, thongh a contempor-
ary writer, residing in Ireland, and witnesa of
meny of the franssctions he nndertakes to nar-
ruts, is extremely untrustworthy, acd needs cor-
roboration often, offener contradiction, These
books, with occeaional raferenca to Qartes' Life
of Ormond, Capfrin Ise’s ** Memorial,” and
Bishop Mant's History of the Irish Ohureh,
constituted the rather imperfect stock of suthor-
ities on which I was bold encugh to venture
apon the parrative of the Life of the last
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.of the Princes of Tyrome. Thosa who may

hereafter nndertake to give s fuller and better
soconnt of Hugh O'Neill and his desperate
struggle against English ¢ oivilisation,” will have
& much more extensive oourse of reading to go
throagh,

Besides the mighty toimmea of ODonovan's
Four Masters, there are numerons family histor-
ies lately published, conteining inoumerabls
documents and Iletters, which, thongh not per-
haps worth reading for their own sake, yet often
give & vivid glimpse into the interior of some
Franco-Hibernian Csatle or Beotic chieftsin’s
stronghold, shewing us the inmetes as they
lived and moved in those wild times. Omne of
the most volnminous of these is *‘The Life and
Lettars of Florenoce MacOerthy Mor "—who was
O'Neill's elippery licutenant in Munster. This
ie gn octavo volume of over GO0 pages; writlen
of course by one of the (llan-Canra, and certainly
giving all the details concerning that sble bui
treachercus ohief, whirh the world will ever
wish to know. Of other family histories may
be nemed ;: *°The Earls of Eildare," History of
the O'Briens of Thomond, by ODonoghne ;
A Belection frem the Family Archives of the
MacGillicuddy of the Reeks, by Maziere Brady,”
Vicar of Donoghpatrick, &o



