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PREFACEL,

@:HESE pages, in  response  to  many
=" requests, preserve in a permancnt form
a series of articles, originally contributed to
The Christian.

Produced amid the pressure of a very
active life, these chapters may, perhaps, help
some who shrink from profounder and maore
claborate treatises. They will at least remind
my own people of many happy hours which
we have spent together in our beloved
“Melbourne Hall” And they may serve to
show some of my fellow-workers, weary with

the incessant demands of their congregations,



FREEFALKE,

how they may [ind a constant well-spring of

freshness, variety, and interest in the glorious

biographies of Scripture.

To recruit a dwindling congregation; to
sustain interest in a crowded one; to awaken
new devotion to the Bible; and to touch
the many chords of human life—there is
nothing to be compared with a reverent re-
telling of the Stories of Dible Heroes and

Saints,

F. B. MEYER.

Leicesier,




CONTENTS.

——

CHAPTER £
FirsT IsirREsSIONS - -

CHFANTER I,
THe SaLe oF THNE BIRTHRIGHT - -

CHAFTER T
THE S5Torey DLPSsING. -

GITAPTER IV,
THe AxcerL-LADDER -

CHAPTER T-

THE Nobre REIGLVE

CHAPTER TE
Tue Epucatiox o HoMg - =

CHAPTER i,
Tue Mip-passace oF Lire - - o

CIFAPTER VLI,
THE STIRRING-UF oF THE NEsT

CHAFTER FX,
Tre MmoNicuT WERESTLE ’ .

33

44

55

23



vid CONTENTS.

CHAPTER X.
FAILURKE = - = - . - -

CHAPTER X1
Back 10 BETHEL - - = F .

CHAPTER XIF
THE SCHOOL OF SORROW E -

CHAPTER XITH
GLIMPSES OF THE IsRARL-NATURE -

CHAPTER XIF
REsT, AND THE REST-GIVER - - =

CHAPTER XT.

Hour: AT Last! - - - - =

CHAPTER XFT
Tue Gop oF Jacon- R L

PAGKE

105

126

149

{i)

70



Ficgt Impregsions.

GENEsls XXV,

Do adequate suppord
For the cilamities of morlal life
Exislg—one only ; an assored beliel
Thal the procession of oor fate, howe'er
Gad or disturbed, i ordered by 2 Being
Of Infinile henevolonos and power §
Whoss everlasting purposcs cmbrncg
All accidents, converting them to pood.™
WORISWOLTIL

N oldworld story this! In its strange Eastern
dress, it appears to be as remots from us as the
parb of an Arab, or the barter of an Oncntal bazsar
And yet human life s much the same, whether lived
eirhteen hundred years vn this side or eightecn hundred
vears on that side of the Cross; whether hidden beneath
our broadeloth, or the flowing robes of an Arab Sheikh;
whether spent in modem towns, or on the free, open
pasture-lands of Southern FPalestine
Qur eritics complain of our poring over these time-worn
pages of ancient biography; but, with all deference 1o
them, we feel bound to say that we learn better how
to live, we inhale more spiritual ozone, we see further
into the reasons of God's dealings with men, when doing



