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I'HE

HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHADTER 1.
THE MEROVINGIAKE AKD CARLOVINGIANS,

Gaot was redpcel by Crear under subjection to the Ro-
mang ahout fitty yeara provions to the birth of Christ,  The
countey remninedv?;r tho spaee of five centuries under their
swiy, troubled, pevertheless, during the latter lalf of the
period, by the incursions, conflicts, and fnally by the settle-
ment, of bnrbarian mvaders, [Toder its first congquorars Guul
mindle rapid progress in improvement. Tt rex:eiveh the advan-
tnges of political union; of an enlightened epstem of justice,
of & long interval of poace; and wealth, industry, aprieul-
ture, and eommeree seon fllowed az necessry consequences,
The very climete was wonderfiully nmeliomted, and the sl
remdercd enpuble of producing and mataring these ehoieo
fruits which the Bomans introduced. The wine, the olive,
even tho usefil plant of flax, wore brought thither from the
spnth.  The Christian religion, tos, was amongst the boons
which Rome gnve to her subject lands in return for their po-
litical independenee : wor can the conquests of thet ambitioud
aify be anid to have been, on the whels, destructive of libarty 3
since by her were sown thoss preciogs seeds ol munieipsl
unipn aml rights which were never altogether stifled, wnd
which sprang up efter tho long winter ;'Flhc durk wpred, Lo
offer the carliest baddings of eivilization, and to bear the fivst
fruils of modern freedom.

Of the natural and well-known boundaries of the Reman
provines of Geul, the Rhine was the most inpertant, Tt was
the great barrier which defended the cmpire from the errant
tribes and nations that awsrmed boyond. Wealth and civiliza-
tion were on one side of the strenm; want and barbarism
npom the other,  Betwixt such neirhbora the natoral atate ia
war. The disciplined legions of Rome, however, quelled
the turholence of the Germun tribos, ponateated e and at
different intervals into their country, folly avenped one or
two deteats, and long held their rode enemizs 1o salotory
Lo
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The Germans, though little versed in poiiey,"began after
gomar time to porceive that thuir frequent defeate were in o
grett measure owing to their disunion, to their digpersion in
dilformt fribes, and to the wunl of oy eolid er Insting bond
of connexion, whilst they were opposed by the united mind
wnid forces of & large ewmpire. The putual leagues hitheeto
formed wnengzet the barbariana were not anfficiestly kot and
woven together,  The conseivusness of his defeet prodocesd
it the third century these confideracics, in which meny tribes
winited, not ocerstonelly but lestingly, wnder one eommon
name, eod eften ander one monsreh oF chiefl Some asaumed
the appeliation of Allemanni, or All-Men; others, the simpler
distinction of Freaks, that is, Brove or Free Mon.

Tle chief soat of (he eonfodersey of The Franks wag that
marshy terrilaty, overdowed and divided ioto islets by the
Rhine, from the gpot where tho river eommences io torm west-
ward, to its junetion with the eco. The first mention of them
by the historiuns of the empire takes plaes A, 1, 341, In
nearly forly veare olter, Probus quelled one of their ineur-
gi.ng, wnd dpove thom baek o their morases.  The civil
war betwixt Magnenting am] Constantine, which occapiod and
wasted the Homan forees in motwal larehiter, allowed both
Teanks and Alleipanni to establish their desolate rule on the
leit benk ef the Rhine, The emperor Julian dofested and
subdited them, drove the Allemannd within their apcient
bounds, but atlowed the Franks to settle permaneitly on the
Raman sile of the Rhine, in the provivee of Tﬂmnll’;[-l, e
pezed to he the modern Brabant,

The commencement of the fifth contury = murked by the
groat nnd victorions fweaption of all the barbarion hosts. into
Gaul, They poured, kike 2 fong pont up and gathering tide,
in & thonsand destructive torronts throoghont Iﬁ;:]ﬂ.WL sWenp-
inyr ewny anil overwhelming in a masa, bith, property, anml in-
gtitntiong, Ware it uot for the Christian cllurc[::w sich laeld
theedl adolt and alive shove the genernl inendation, the very
menory atd procious traditions of the past would have per
ished amidst the wniversal vuin. Yenrs elapsed, ere the ami-
tation subsided and the inebriety of conquest was over. When
calm was reatoroed, the Visigoths were in prasession of Aaqei-
taine and the lande smithempd of the Lioire, with "Tonlouse
for their capltal.  The Borgundianz held the provinces hor-
ilering on Tj;e Rhone, from the lake of Geneva to the Modi-
torranean,  Dritany bad established 2 Kind of independence,
The T rmks, who had lonked on themselves na the allios more
thrn s the esemies of Boman power, end wha had ot first
beavely stood forth in its defonee, hiad advapced their estab.
Tizhment= over the prosept Netherlunds to the limite of mod
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ern Freenee y whilst the central provinces, preserved to th
empire by the vietorics of Buss, were, like Britain, gradu

sliy abundoned to themselves, aod cume o obey, vnder Ro-
man forms and titles, the wealthiest and most powerfal of the
pateve provineimbs, Ik wes thus that count 2leidius, and sther
b Lis son Byagries, governed, and were even said to have
vistgrpeend 0t Bimesons,

Tt iz singular to cleerve that of o1l the notions which over-
rin Geauk, that which cventoally snbdued the rest, and gave
its mome both to the lund and o tha penorel vace, wag the
lenst wnited, apd the lesst pdvanced in the arts of life ol
poliey.  Both the Gothe and the Durowndians were more eiv-
ilizead than the Franlks, Each of the former waz a nation,
forming one moee, ol cheying one monarch and fimaly of
momarchs, The Pranks, on the contrary, were bat o lomees
kind of confederney, which held torethey still loss as they
ndvineed from the Rhise,. Fach lown or territory hind its
petty and independent sovereign 3 and previoos 1o Clovis, we
=it with no sign of snpreme chisf or capital town amongst
hem. Tz, mo doubt, was advantageons to thenn  ‘They
wore thos mors free to emiomte and to jovade. Tt left the
Lhrorwe of :.-]:l'u:'!'l.u;.n.fl:],r apen 1o the first leader of pre-ominent
talentay whilst the vagocness and comprebensiveness of their
name was calenlated to eongregate amd admit beneath their
Banner any rovieg bands, or even whole nations, of berbarians
thet might be in search of plunder or establishments,

Buch ig the seeret of e rise of Clovis, the founder of the
Prench menarely,  He was the young chief or king of
emall colony of the Franks established at "Tonrnay,  In con-
junection with the Fronk ehicf of Cambruy, he attacked Bya-
pring, the provipeinl goverpor of the Scissmnois, defepted
him, and took posscesion of his toreitory and capital, (A, Th
4853 It was on this occasion the eircomstance took place,
£n often narrated end alluded to asa groof of the pioty of the
hing, and the independeot habit of the barlorfans, A silver
vime, roserved for seeved pses, bad been takon, amidst other
lomeder, from the ehurch of Titheims 1t wus st Soissona that
the distyibutton of booty was to tule place. Thither came
Haint Remy, bishop of Rheime, sopplicating for the rostors-
tiop of the silver vase,  Clovie was favoruble to the bishop's
rernest, wnd ssugrht fo ooty it He addressed s azsomblol
soldices, and begged of thew, in sddition to kis slure, to prant
fairn the vage in question,  Ere the nssombly coold enswer, a
shelorous soldier, joelous of lis rights) elrock the vase with
nis ax, exclaiming that the Ling had mo right te more then
teil to hiz nllotment.  Deepite the rudenezs of the net, it was
iill ¢ it to the liabite mnd Jows of the friee barburinngs
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Clovis war oblized to disomble his resontmont, nnd defer bis
vemgeances. It wos not oot several months aiter, that, st o
reviewshe tool an opportunity to find flt with the breaker
of the vase for the bad condition of his avmm.  Clovia fluner
the salilier’s ox to the groend, snd whilst the Tntter ston

to pick up the weapon, the monarch slew him with o blow
of Liz own, exeloyming,  Thogz didst thon serve the vese of
Haiszons 1™

Clovig, like all the horses and eminent men of these spos,
paid graaf respect Lo the chureh, nnd received considepablio
advantage from its afd.  The Franks had been hitherto hea-
thenzs but Clovie, Juving merried Clofilde, & Burgundian
primcess, becarna instructed n the rites and refigton of the
Christinns,  In the heat of a hatile nrainst the Germans in
the neizhbochond of Cologpe, (tovia recalled the exnmple of
Ciomstanting, who fn o douhtfnl moment of action involed the
(il of the Christiang, and was hearl.  The king of the
Franks imitnted the exnmnple of the Roman, prayed for vie-
tory to the Goil of Clotibda and of Constenting, won it sem
aftery and was baptized; with the greator nomber of Lis fol-
lovwirrs, m grrateful ackoowledement of the divine wid, Clovis
had the good fortone to Imbibe Christianity at its pure sourees,
The Visiroth and Burgundian wenurche, thongh Cheistinn,
wire Arians ak this Gme. Cloviz recetved the ovthodox faith,
which brought to him the zealovs sappert of tho Ganlish
elergy, and gave to him the title of Most Cheistian i,
worn by his suceessors to the present dey.

The comparizon between Clovie and Copstantine might be
followed farther. Their ombrecing of Christianity had n
similar effeet npon both, Tnstead of tempering their prssione,
el inspiring them with tho virtues of milduess 2nd merey,
it seems to have rather given ooin to their foroeity and blood-
thirstiness. The domestic munlers committed by Constan-
ting, that of Lis with, and of his zon, are known, T assase
gination Clovis united porfidy.  All the rival monarchs o
ehioflaing whom hoe eonld conguer or eulrsp were serifiond
tn his jexlonsy nnd ambition. The whole race of a rivnl funily
Wi extirpated, i soms instancss, by the hand of Clovis him.
solf How could Christianity Le made conducive fo such
crimes? By hr:'lmr_{‘ conpled with the corrupt doctripe of per
eonal eonfisssion and absolution, which, by superseding the
enice of conscience, tonk nway all natneel obstacles to crime,
apd held forth, in o barbarous age, the eeriain prospect of
impimnity,

Adthough Clovis won & preat battle over the Visipotha w
Aguitaine, 2wl obtained a nonine! domigion over n portion
ol that orovines, nevertheloasy bia inrdom cannot be zaid w0



