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PREFACE

TO THE AMERICAN EDITION.

“ EvERT heart knowath its own bitterness,” and
“a stranger is not permitted to intermeddle,”—
yot we are commanded to “bear one another's
burdens ; ¥ and hence the law and duty of human
sympathy. While it is troe thal there is a grief
which no human power can relieve, and scarcely
mitigate, it is no less true that the sohjects of snch
grief are better fitted to endure their sorrow when
assured of the tender sympathy of friends, than
when left to pine away in lonely grief. Expe-
rence in the furnaes of affliction is the best pre-
parative fo enable us to afford grateful smccor to
bereaved friends.

» - It is not well to shrink from society and refusa

to be comforted. God chastens in love, and we

do not wisely to close our eyes to the proofs of his

goodness, or our ears to the consolatory sugges-

tions of Christinn friendship. By excluding friends,
&
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we often debar ourselves from much valuable
consolation —while by bidding them welcome we
ofttimes “ entertain angels unawares.”

We do well to weep in aifliction, but not o
abide in the “wells of weeping.” We should
go upon the Mount of Vision daily, that we may
see the field of duty spread out before us, and
may learn how to honor God and bless our race,
even when smarting under the rod. Afflietions
certainly fail to accomplish what Ged intends
when they lead us to wrap ourselves up in selfish
sorrow, and neglect to perform what Irovidence
mdicates =8 cur duty, in the constant and smer-
gotic discharge of our regular calling.

Affliction doea ua good when it burns off the
dross, and bamishes the gold fur present use and
beauty. © Our sorrow becomes excessive when
it withdraws the heart from Ged ; when it drives
ue from the path of ordirary duty; when it de-
stroys our enjoyment of the comforts which re-
main; when it impairs our sympathy with the
griefs or joys of others; when it checks us in
prayer, or in the exercises of faith, and love, and
gratitude to our God and Baviour. Such feelings
of grief are evidently immoderate, and ‘such sor-
row worketh death.'”

The *“Werrs or Baca” is happily adapted
to minister consolation to bruised and bleeding
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hearts. 1t frankly admits the extent and depth of
their sorrow, and tolerates a comparison between
their past and present condition; it unfolda the
natnre of afflicion, its soures, and intent and
legitimate effect; while the furnace is exposed
o view, the true solace is plainly pointed out,
amd the believer'’s erown is made fo shine in Gosa-
pel punty and brillianey.

This little volume has already affcrded comfort
0 many sorrowing hearts, and has shown whera
alone the aching heads of God’s afflicted children
may find rest and pase. It is republishsd at the
reguest of one who derived comfort from its peru-
zal, and desired that it might be reprinted, that 2he
might give a copy to her afflicted friends. May
she —thongh now dead —be ensbled by this
little volume to address worda of consolation to
many atricken hearts.

Roxeozy, December, 1553,



